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COMING OF CHRISt. 



PRELIMINART OBgERVATIONS. ^ 

The present is truly an age of inquirj, 
and religious investigation. Reason, 
which has for ages been chained in dark- 
ness by the creeds and traditions of men, 
is beginning to burst its fetters, and to 
lend its aid to the huma>n mind. On no 
subject is the free and full exercise of un- 
biased reason more absolutely necessary 
than on that of religion^ iind yet, on no 
iiubject have mankind in ages past, been 
less disposed to exercise it. As it was an- 
ciently supposed that none but the reg- 
ular priests of Apollo could understand 
and explain th« mysterious language of 
the Delphian Oracle; so Christians have 
been made to believe that none but the 
regular orthodox clergy were capable of 
understanding, or explaining correctly 
the lively oracles of God. Hence the 
clergy of this stamp have obtained and ex- 
ercised an almost unbounded influence 
over the minds of their fellow men; and 
hence, also, human creeds and confessions 
of faith, ha^e obtained, in the min^s of 
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thousands, a veneration and authority d^e 
only to the sacred scriptures. 

A comparison of the principles of doc- 
trine ^vhich prevailed among christians 
half a century ago, with what is now be- 
lieved, will be suffiieient to convince us 
that the present is not only an age of in- 
vestigation, but of improvement in the 
science of theology. Fifty years ago, 
christians generally believed in a lucal 
hell, burning with literal fire and brim- 
stone. — Now we are told that the punish- 
ment of the wicked — the torments of hell, 
will consist in the horrors and stings of 
conscience. At that time it was believed 
that by far the greatest part of the human 
family would be the subjects of endless 
punishment. Now, souie of those who 
stand highest in the ranks of orthodoxy, 
tell us that the number of those who will 
be finally lost will not be greater in propor- 
tion to the whole number of mankind, than 
the convicts in the state prison to the popu^ 
lation of the state. Then, infknt damna- 
tion was a sentiment which prevailed, al- 
most, if not quite universally among the 
orthodox; but now, they reject it with 
merited abhorrence. Then also, to doubt 
the existence ofa personal devil, who was 
once an angel of light, would be consid- 
ered almost blasphemy, and a denial of 
Christianity. Now, it is believed, but 
very few among the learned can be found^ 
who would hazard their reputation by ad- 
vocating or defending this sentiment, — 
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The above are some of the changes which 
the last RHy years have effected ; and it is 
not unreasonable to believe that the next 
half century will bring about still greater 
changes in the opinions of christians. A 
spirit of deep and persevering inquiry is 
awakened in the christian world; and it 
Will not rest satisfied, nor cease to exert it- 
self, until divine truth shall shine forth in 
meridian splendor. 

Professor Stuart, who has himself done 
considerable by his writings to enrich the 
theology of the present centdrffy, when 
speaking of bringing "every principle of 
the creed of the Protestant churches to 
the' test of the divine word," says, "It is 
not only lawful then to put them to the 
test; but it is an imperious duty for every 
man to do it, who is able to do it. There 
may be a show of modesty and humility in 
receiving what others have believed, with- 
out examination and without scrutiny; but 
in every case, where there is ability to in- 
vestigate and bring to the scripture test,. a 
failure to do it must arise from an undu^ 
regard to the authority of fallible men, or 
from mere inaction— rfrom absolute sloth*" 
No principle, however generally it may 
have prevailed, however long it may have 
been believed, and however it may have 
received the Sanction of exalted talents, 
piety or learning, should be embraced 
without a candid and thorough investiga- 
tion. Such investigation will tend, not 
only to remove error Iroita the understand*- 



ing, but to fix the important truths of 
Christianity more firmly on the mind. 

Among the interesting aid important 
predictions contained in the New Testa- 
ment, those which relate to the coming of 
Christy hold a conspicuous place; but, 
like many other parts of the scriptures, 
we have reason to believe they have lieen 
very generally misunderstood and misap- 
plied. In the minds of most christians, 
this event is inseparably connected with 
the raising of the dead, the destruc- 
tion of the material universe, and the gen- 
eral and final judgment of the world. — 
That judgment and punishment are men- 
tioned in the Tcri )tures in connexion with 
the coming of Christ, will not.be disputed. 
Neither can it be denied that a coming, 
or desending from heaven of the Saviour is 
predicted in connexion with the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. But the question arises, 
are we to refer those passages which 
speak of his coming to judge mankind, or, 
in other words, to *' reward every man ac- 
cording to his works,^' and those which 
treat of the resurrection of the dead, to 
the same period of time and to the same 
coming? If this be the fact, the doctrine 
of a judgment and punishment at, or after 
the period of the resurrection, is clearly 
revealed in the scriptures; and we may as 
well follow on in the old beaten path — the 
tradition of our fathers, as to pursue our 
investigations on thisinteresting point any 
farther. But, on the other hand, if differ- 



ent comings of Christ, which are to take 
place at diHereDt times, aod under differ- 
ent circumstances are predicted by the in- 
spired writers, a wide field of investiga- 
tion is opened before us; and it becomes 
our duty as christians, to examine the sub- 
ject with that candor and attention which 
its importance demands: to "prove all 
things, and hold fast" that which i* 
clearly established as truth by the word of 
God. 

That different comings of Christ are 
predicted in the New Testament, is a 
point, which, 1 believe, is conceded by all 
modern commentators; indeed, it is so ob- 
vious from the language used by our Sa- 
viour and the Apostles, that none can with 
propriety dispute it. Ur. Macliiught, as 

Piloted with approbation by Dr. Adam 
larke, says, "there are other commings 
of Christ spoken of in the scripture, be- 
sides his coming to judgement, and thuro 
are other things besides this mundane 
system, whose eod is there foretold."— 
The Dr. then proceeds to enumerate these 
comings; and says, — 

1. "in the prophetic writings of the 
Jews, great exertions of the Divi 
er, whether for the salvation or 
tion of nations, are called fAe coming', the 
appearance, tkepretence of God. Hei 
it was natural for the Apostles, who w< 
Jews, to call any signal and evi^nt inter- 
position of Christ, as governor of the 
world, for the acGompliiibmeat of his per- 



1 
I 



foe^B, hit eoMmg and hii day; according' 
iy, (hoan exertions of hia power and por- 
posea, whereby he deelroyed Jerusalem 
and the Temple — abrogated the Mosaic 
institutions, and established the gospel, 
are called by the Apostles, hia eomtng and 
day, not only in allusion to the ancient pro- 
phetic language, but because Christ him- 
self in his propheey of these events, has 
termed them the coming of the Son of 
Man." 

3. "There is another coming of Christ 
spoken of by the Apostles, diSerent like- 
wise from his coming to jiidgB the world, 
and to put an end to the present state of 
things; viz; his coming to destroy the man 
ofsin. 2Thes. ii:8. ' Him the Lord 
will overcome by the breath of his mouth, 
and will render ineffectual by the bright 
shining of his coming.' " 

3. " There is likewise a (tatf or coming- 
of Chritt, spoken of by Paul, diflerent 
from his coming to judgment, and from 
both the former comings; I mean his re- 
leasing his people from their present trial, 
by death." 

4. "Besides all these, there is a day, or 
coming of the Lord, lo judge the world, and 
to |iut an end to the present slate of things. 
This coming, Christ himself hath promis- 
ed. Matt, xvi: 37. ' Forthe Son ofmao 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with 
bis holy angels; and then be shall reward 
avery man according to his works.' 
Thus it appears that when tbe apostles 



wrote, there were four comings of Christ 
to happen; three of them figurative, but 
the fourth a real appearance. 

With the above opinion, Dr. Warbur- 
too, Bishop Newton, Dr. A. Clarke, and 
other learned Commentators . agree ; and 
It may be considered an unjustifiable pre- 
sumption, especially in an obscure and 
humble individual like myself, to call in 
question its correctness, or to attempt the 
establishment of any opinion in opposi- 
tion to it. But, as Chtllingworth has ob- 
served, "the Bible is the religion of Pro- 
testants,'^ so I am determined the Bible 
shall be the only standard of my faith — 
the only conductor of my belief. Wher- 
ever that leads, I am determined, by the 
blessing of God, to follow; and if, on a 
careful and candid investigation, I find 
that any sentiment, or principle of doc- 
trine which I have embraced, is not sup- 
ported, or is contradicted by the Divine 
testimony, I will cheerfully renounce it. 
To the testimony of the scriptures, then, 
I invite the attention of the candid read- 
er; and if, on a full and faithful examina- 
tion of those passages which treat of the 
coming of Christy we day of Christy &c. it 
shall be foun^J that the common opinion on 
this subject is correct, then let us receive 
it as truth, regardless of the consequenc- 
es it may have on our creeds or profes- 
sions of belief. On the othej hand, if we 
shall be satisfied that this opinion rests 
on mere human authority, let us reject it 
as totally unworthy of our confidence. 
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Although some of the most prominent 
passages, in which judgment and punish- 
ment are mentioned in connexion with 
Christ^s coming, such as Matt, xxv: 31, 
46. 2 Thes. ii: 6, 10, and some others, 
have been examined and ably explained 
by writers who are much better qualitied 
to do justice to them than myself, yet, I 
know of no one who has ever undertaken 
to examine and compare all the passages 
of Scripture which speak of this event. — 
It will, therefore, be my object, in a se- 
ries of numbers, of which this is the com- 
mencement, to notice every passage in the 
New Testament in which the coming of 
Christ is predicted, either directly or indi- 
rectly; or, from which an inference of 
that event can t^e fairly drawn. . In my at- 
tempts to investigate this subject, altho' 
I shall occasionally avail myself of the 
labors of others who have written upon it, 
I shall endeavor, in establishing my prem- 
ises, to be guided entirely by the plain 
and obvious meaning of the inspired wri- 
tings. In attempting to ascertain the true 
import of any passage of scripture, the 
following plain and simple rules must be 
constantly kept in view. 

1. We must take into consideration the 
character and authority of the speaker or 
writer. 

2. The character and condition of the 
person or persons addressed, or spoken of, 
must be constantly kept in view. 
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3. The subject matter of which the wri- 
ter or speaker is treating, must, in no case, 
he disregarded. This can always be as^ 
certained by the connexioni in which any 
passage stands. 

4. instead of attempting to explain pas- 
sages, the signification of which is plain 
and obvious, by those which are dark or 
ambiguous in their meaning, passages 
which appear obscure and intricate should 
be explained by those relating to the same 
subject which are plain and explicit. A 
constant attention to, and a careful appli- 
cation of these rqles, connected with a 
sincere desire to know the truth, will ena- 
ble any person of common papacity to un- 
derstand all that is necessary in the scrip- 
tures, to form his faith, or to regulate his 
conduct; and without this attention, how- 
ever great may be the learning, or bright 
the genius of an individual, he will surely 
run into error; and all his investigations 
will be vain and fruitless. 

I design, in the first place, to bring for- 
ward all those passages in which judg- 
ment and puniskmtnt are obviously con- 
nected with the coming of the Lord; and 
endeavor to fix the time of their accom- 
plishment, by reference, either to the con- 
nexion in which they are found, or to oth- 
er passages, in which the time when their 
predictions should be fulfilled, is plainly 
expressed. In this part of my subject, I 
shall notice a number of passages which 
have been generally refer r^ to the close 
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of time, and the general resurrection of 
the dead; and shall endeavor to show, 
from their contexts, and from other scrip- 
tures, that the common application of them 
is incorrect. I shall next notice those 
passages which speak of the coming or 
decending of Christ in connexion with 
the raising of the dead. Besides these, 
there are a number ef passages which 
speak of the coming or day of Christ, in 
which neither judgment, nor the resur- 
rection is mentioned; these will also be 
presented to the reader; most of them, 
probably, in the illustration of other pas- 
sages. 

By confounding those passages which 
treat of judgment or punishment, with 
those which speak of the resurrection in 
connexion with the coming of the Saviour, 
much confusion, as T conceive, has been 
introduced into the interpretations of 
scripture; and infidels have been furnish- 
ed with arguments, which they have not 
failed to use to the detriment of the Chris- 
tian system. To do away, in some degree, 
this confusion— r-to obviate, in part, the 
difficulty of understanding the language 
of the inspired writings, and to wrest from 
the hands of the opposers of Christians, 
some of the weapons with which they 
have been furnished by its friends, are 
the principal motives which have induced 
me to undertake the present investigation; 
and I only regret my inability to do justice 
to so important a subject. But, if these 
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numbers shall be the means of inducing 
some one who is better qualified for^ie 
task than myself, to investigate the Ob- 
ject, or, if any of my readers shall de- 
rive instruction or satisfaction from the 
perusal of them, I shall be fully satisfied. 
1 write not for the purpose of controversy; 
neither for the sake of bringing myself in- 
to public notice as a writer. Truth, plain 
simple and unadulterated truth is my ob- 
ject; but how far I shall obtain this object 
in my present attempt, the public must de- 
cide. As I make no pretensions either to 
a divine inspiration, or infallibility in my 
opinions, should I misapply any passages 
of scripture, I shall be happy to see the 
misapplication pointed out, and all errors 
corrected. 



BSSAY I. 

I shall commence the direct examina- 
tion of those passages of Scripture, which 
speak of the Coming of Christ in con- 
nexion with judgment or punishment, by 
the introduction of two passages, which 
will undoubtedly be considered and ac- 
knowledged the strongest of any which 
the New Testament furnishes on this sub- 
ject. 

'^ When the son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory; and before him shall be eath- 
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ered all nations; and he shall separate 
them one from another, as a shepherd di-* 
Yideth his sheep from the goats; and he 
shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the lef^. Then shall the 
king say unto them on his right hand, 
come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; for I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in; naked and 
je clothed me; 1 was sick, and ye visit- 
ed me; and was in prison, and ye came 
unto me. Then shall the righteous an- 
swer him, saying. Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungered, and fed thee ? or thirs- 
ty, and gave thee drink? When saw we 
thee a stranger, and took thee in? or na- 
ked, and clothed thee? Or, when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto 
thee? And the king shall answer and say 
unto them, verily I say, unto you, inas- 
much as ye have done it unte one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it uBto me. Then shall he say also unto 
them on the led hand, depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels; for I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me no meat ; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, 
and ye clothed me not ; sick, and in pris- 
on, and ye visited me not. Then shall 
they also answer him, saying. Lord, when 



saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or 
a stranger, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minister unto thee? Then shall he 
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye did it not unto the 
least of these, ye did it not unto me. And 
these shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment; but the righteous into life eter- 
nal."— Matt, xxv: 31—46. "Seeing it 
is a righteous thing with God to recom* 
pense tribulation against them that trou- 
ble you; and to you who are troubled, 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of bis power, when he 
shall come to be glorified in his Saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe 
(because our testimony among you was be- 
lieved) in that day."— 2Thes. i: 6—10. 
On the above Scriptures I remark: — 

1. Although one part was spoken by 
our Saviour, and the other is the language 
of the Apostle, they both obviously refer 
to one time, and to one and the same 
coming of Christ. The time mentioned 
in the parable is " when the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him;" and the apostle evi- 
dently alludes to the same time in the ex- 
pression, ^^ when the Lord Jesus shall be 
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revealed from heaven with his mighty an* 
gels," &c. But, as this is a point conce- 
ded by all commentators, no further argu- 
ments will be necessary to substantiate it. 

2. The judgment, or punishment de- 
nounced was to be inflicted ai the time 
^^ when the Lord Jeslis should be reveal- 
ed from heaven," " in his glory," with 
his " holy" or " mighty angels." This 
is plain, both from the language of Christ, 
and the Apostle. Our Saviour says, 
^' then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory," &c. Paul informs his Thessalo- 
nian brethren, that God would recompense 
rest to them from their troubles" when 
the Lord Jesus should be revealed from 
heaven — taking vengeance," Slc. 

3. The judgments, or rewards and pun- 
ishments which were at that time to be 
dispensed, were to be according to the 
iDork» of the individuals who were to be 
their subjects. In the parable, the invi- 
tation " come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom," is expressly repre- 
sented as a reward for deeds of charity 
which those who were pronounced blessed 
bad performed; and on the other hand, 
the sentence "depart ye cursed into ever- 
lasting fire" is declared tq be for the 
want, or neglect of those good works, or 
charitable deeds for which the others were 
commended and rewarded. The apostle 
represents God as recompensing tribulation 
or taking vengeance on those "who obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ;" 



n 



who, instead of performing those acts of 
kindness and charity which the gospel in- 
culcates, afflicted and troubled those who 
believed in the Redeemer, and embraced 
his religion. 

4. It is worthy of remark, that ahho' 
the above passages have both been under- 
stood by commentators generally as hav- 
hig express reference to the close of time, 
the dissolution of the material universe, 
and the general resurrection of the dead, 
in neither of them, nor in the context of 
either, is there the most distant allusion to 
either of these events. If events so im- 
portant as the resurrection of the dead, 
and the destruction of the whole visible 
creation were to transpire simultaneously 
with the coming of the Saviour, and the 
infliction of punishment on the guilty, 
how can we account for the silence, both 
of Christ and the Apostle on these sub- 
jects? Were they ignorant of the whole 
truth? and has it been reserved for mod- 
ern divines to make discoveries of facts 
or principles unknown to the eminent and 
inspired individuals by whom this lan- 
guage was originally spoken ? Or, were 
they less faithful in declaring ^^the whole 
council of God" than commentators and 
preachers of the present day? Perhaps 
it will be said, in the same discourse in 
which our Saviour uttered the parable of 
the sheep and the goats, he spoke with ex- 
press reference to the close of time, or 
^^ the end of the world/' and this in an- 
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swer to a.qMestioo propotfecl to him hj hm 
diaciplea, who requested him to inform 
them when this event should take place. 
This objection will be fully considered in 
my next number; and I think I shall be 
able to show that the question proposed to 
Christ by his disciples had not the )ea«t 
relation to such an event; and conse- 
quently, that the language he used in an- 
swer to their question cannot, by any fair 
rules of interpretation, be construed as 
teaching a principle of this kind. I shall 
also show, in the course of my investi- 
gations on this subject, that if Christ and 
the Apostle, in the passages under con* 
side rat ion, taught the doctrine of the lit- 
eral resurrection of the dead, it was in 
direct contradictiojn to what they taught 
in other passages, where the subject of the 
resurrection is mentioned in a clear and 
unambiguous manner. 

I now proceed to a more direct investi- 
gation of the passages under considera- 
tion; and in order to determine the time 
meaning and application of these scrip- 
tures, it will be necessary, in the first 
place, to ascertain the time when the 
events predicted in them were to tran- 
spire; or in other words, when the pre- 
dictions themselves were to be accom- 
plished. Without a correct understand- 
ing of the time alluded to by our Saviour 
and the Apostle, it is obvious that all our 
inquiries relative to the proper application 
of the passages most be in vain; and I 
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would here remark, I am fully persuaded 
that all the erroneous views which pre- 
vail amongst Christians on this subject are 
entirely owing to a want of sufficient at- 
tention to this one point. The plain and 
direct question, therefore, which presents 
itself for solution, and which I shall at- 
tempt to answer by positive and unequiv- 
ocal evidence from the scriptures of d.i- 
vine truth, is the following : At what 'pe- 
riod of time were the predictions contained 
in the passages under consideration to b^ 
fulfilled'^ 

The first passage in the New Testa- 
ment in which our Saviour mentions his 
coming is Matt, x: 23. In this chapter 
we have an account of the first commis- 
sion given to his disciples to preach the 
gospel, or the Kingdom of Heaven to the 
Jews. After giving them directions for 
their conduct, and telling them when and 
what to preach, he proceeds to inform 
them of some of the dangers and perse- 
cutions which awaited them; and also, of 
the punishments which should be inflicted 
on those wbo should reject them and their 
testimony. Speaking of this punishment, 
Christ says, verses 14, 15: — " And who- 
soever shall not receive you, nor your 
words, when ye depart out of that house, 
or city, shake off the dirt of your feet. — 
Verily, I say unto you, it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, in the day of judgment (en heme- 
ra^kriseoSy in a day of judgment) than 
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for thai city." In order to cncottrage 
them to perseverance in their duty, 
amidst the dangers aniji diflicahies with 
which they should have to contend, he 
tells them, ver. 23: — "But when they 
persecute you in this city, flee ye into an- 
other; for verily I say unto you, ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel tiU 
the Son of man be come." Although this 
passage does not fix, with any great de- 
gree of precision, the time of Christ's 
coming, yet I conceive it has a direct an4 
important bearing on the question before 
us. It has already been shown that the 
punishment denounced in the parable, and 
in the language of Paul to the Thessalo- 
nians, was to be inflicted on those who 
should be its subjects, in consequence of 
their rejection of the gospel, or because 
they aflflicted and troubled those who em- 
braced it ; and it is obvious that " the di^y 
of judgement," and the coming of Christ 
mentioned above, before his disciples 
should have ** gone over the cities of Is- 
rael," both refer to the coming* and judge- 
ment where he should fi;ive his faithful fol- 
lowers rest from their tribulations ; and 
reward them with the joys of hid kingdom 
for their services in his cause. Were we 
to adopt the opinion that our Saviour was 
telling his disciples what should be the 
fate of their persecutors, thousands of 
years after they should have done troub- 
ling them, it will be difiicult to imagine 
what encouragement this circumstance 



21 



would afibrd them for perseverance ; un- 
less, indeed, we sifppose the hope or pros- 
pect of revenge W6uld give them this en- 
couragement. But, on th'b supposition 
that they understo6d his words as afTord- 
Ing them an assurance that fhoy should 
live to see the power of their enemies 
destroyed, and the kingdom of their Lord 
and Master triumphantly established in 
the world, by theit continued and faithful 
'exertions, we reifdiiy discover the pro- 
priety of his language. 

The next testimony which I shall intro- 
duce is Matt. xVi. 27—28. " For the 
Son of man shall come ift the glory of his 
Father, with his angels ; and then he 
ishall reward every man according to his 
works. Verily I ^ay unto you, there be 
some standing hei^b, which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kinfgdom." As I designrto 
bring into view all the passages in the 
New Testament, in which the coming of 
Christ is mentioned, I will here transcribe 
the parallel texts from the other Evange- 
lists. Mark viii. 38—9 : 1. " Whosoev- 
er therefore shall be ashamed of me, and 
of my wdrds, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him a^o shall the Son of 
man be ashamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
And he said unto them, verily I say unto 
you, that there be some of them tfiat stand 
here, which shall not taste of death, till 
thev have seen the kingdom of God come 
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with power." Luke ix: 26, 27. *<For 
whosoever shall be ashamed of me and 
ray words, of him shall the Son of man 
he ashamed, when he. shall come in his 
own glory, and in his Father's, and of the 
holy angels. But I tell you of a truth, 
there be some standing here which shall 
not taste of death till they see the king- 
dom of God." Here it may perhaps be 
proper to remark, that although the lan- 
guage of Mark and Luke varies in some 
degree from that which is employed by 
Matthew ; they all profess to relate the 
same expressions of the Saviour. By 
consulting the contexts of the three pas- 
sages, we shall find in each case almost 
precisely the same language preceding 
and following the words quoted. We 
may therefore with propriety consider 
them as parallel texts ; and although at 
first view, there may be a seeming dis- 
crepance in the testimony of the Evange- 
lists, a little reflection will be sufiicient 
to convince us that the sentiment expres- 
sed by them all, though conveyed in a lit- 
tle* different language, is substantially the 
same. Those who were " ashamed" of 
Christ and his ^^ words," were unquestion- 
ably the same as those mentioned by the 
apostle, who obeyed not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and who, in the par- 
able, are represented as having neglected 
the duties enjoined by the gospel; and 
without doubt, they were the same persons 
who troubled and persecuted the Christ* 
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iians. It will also be admitted that a part^ 
at least, of the punishment which was to 
be inflicted on them consisted in their ex- 
clusion from the blessings of the king- 
dom of heaven^ or Ihe gospel dispensation. 
W© may therefore consider the expres- 
sion of Mark and Luke^where our Saviour 
is represented as saying he will be ashamed 
of them, and conseqAiently reject them 
from his kingdom, as conveying precisely 
the same idea as is contained in the words 
of Matthew,which represent him as saying 
he will " reward every man according to 
his works." Taking the language of 
Matthew, which is rather the most ex- 
plicit, as the true expr-ession of our Sa- 
viour, we cannot but discover its relevan- 
cy to the question before us ; indeed, 
were I to frame a sentence for the express 
purpose of putting this question at rest 
forever, I know of no language which 
could be used, — words which could be 
put together, more perfectly adapted to 
this purpose than what is contained in 
this declaration of our Lord. A very 
few remarks will suffice to exhibit this 
subject in its true light to every sincere 
inquirer afler truth. 

1. The similarity of the language used 
by our Saviour on this occasion and in the 
parable, and also that used by the apostle 
is such as must force conviction on every 
unprejudiced mind, that the same coming 
and judgement were alluded to in each 
and all of the three passages. In the 
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passage I am now considering, Christ 
says, ^^ For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his holy an- 
gels ; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works." In the 
parable, he says ^^ When the Sou of man 
shaU come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit on the 
throne of his glory ; and before him shall 
be gathered all nations, &.c." He then 
proceeds to point out the manner in which 
rewards and punishments would be dis- 
pensed to " every man according to his 
works." In the language of the apostle, 
we are expressly informed that God 
would**^.^ recQmpenco tribulation" to those 
who tniubled the believers, and rest to 
those whq Atiite Iroubledy" •' when the 
Lord Jesus shldl be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels."&c. All these 
expressions clearly indicate that the 
speakers had one and the same time in 
view. 

2. The judgment foretold in each of 
the passages, is evidently a judgement 
predicated entirely on works, without the 
least reference to faith, or the grace of 
God ; even the " life eternal" mentioned 
in the parable, is promised as the reward 
of charitable deeds. Now there is no 
principle of doctrine more clearly taught 
in the scrif^tures, than that salvation is by 
the grace of God ; and that . immortality 
in the coming and eternal world, is the 
free unmerited gifl of God to man through 
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the Redeemer. This consideration, were 
there no others, would be sufficient to 
show that the passages under examin- 
ation do not relate to the final and unal- 
terable condition of mankind. 

3. The language of Christ relative to 
the time of his coming "in his glory, — 
vith his angels," and when he would '^ re- 
ward every man according to his works," 
is such as cannot, without the greatest 
violence, be referred to any other state of 
existence than the present. Whichever 
of the evangelists we take as our author- 
ity, the principle established is the same, 
viz. that some of those who heard him 
speak should be alive on the earth at the 
time of his coming and kingdom. 

I will now introduce the further testi- 
mony of our Saviour, contained in the 
same discourse in which he spake the par- 
able of the sheep and goats. This con- 
versation, which is continued through the 
24th and 25th chapters of Matthew, was 
introduced by .the following question from 
his disciples, — '^ Tell us, when shall these 
things be ? and what shall be the sign of 
thy coming, and of the end of the world?" 
Matt. 24: 3. Parallel passages, Mark 
13:4. " Tell us when shall these things 
be? And what shall be the sign when all 
these things shall be fulfilled ? Luke 21 :7. 
And they asked him, saying. Master, but 
when shall these things be ? And what 
sign will there be when these things shall 
come to pass?" Passing over that part 
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of the answer in which Jesus foretells c- 
vents which should take place previous 
to the time of his coming, and alludes to 
the signs that should accompany them^ 
(which I shall notice in my next-number, 
and also the phrase '^ end of the world" 
which closes the question of the disciples,) 
I come to that part in which he fixes the 
time of his coming. Afler informing them 
that there should be a time of tribulation, 
such as never had been in the world, and 
never should be after, he adds, from vers- 
es 29 to 35 inclusive, '^ immediately after 
the tribulation of those days, shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
ber light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken; and then shall appear 
the sign of the son of man in heaven; and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory; and he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. Now learn a parable of the fig 
tree; when his branch is yet tender, and 
puttoth forth leaves, ye know that sum- 
mer is nigh : so likewise ye, when ye shall 
see all these things, know that it is near, 
even at the doors. Verily I say unto 
you, this generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be fulfilled. Heaven -and 
earth shall pass away, but my word shall 
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coming in his kingdom and glory, and in 
judgment on the children of disobedience. 
By adopting this opinion, do we not ef- 
fectually destroy the validity of their tes- 
timony? and furnish the infidel with an 
argument against the authority of the a- 
postolic writings which cannot be easily 
answered? That the apostle^ did under- 
stand our Lord as re fe ring to a time near 
at hand, in fill those expressions in which 
he speaks of coming to judge or " reward 
every man according to his works," is ap- 
parent from many expressions in their 
writings. iCor. i. 7,8. "Waiting for th^ 
coming of our Lord Jesus Chrst, who 
shall confirm you unto the end, that ye 
may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Phil. iv. 5. "Let your 
moderation be known unto all men; the 
Lor^J is at hand." 1 Cor. xvi. 22. "If any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be acursed; our Lord cometh." {Ana- 
thefnOrMaranatha) 1 Tim. vi. 14. "That 
thou keep this commandment without spot 
unrebukable, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." James v. 7, 8; "Be 
patient, therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Be ye patient ; stab- 
lish your hearts; for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh." 1 Pet. iv. 17. "For 
the time is come that judgment must take 
place at the house of God." Many more 
passages of the same import might be 
quoted, but the above are sufficient. By 
adopting the supposition that Christ and 
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not pass away." The parallel passages 
are Mark, 13:24—31, and Luke 21 :25 — 
33, which are essentially the same as the 
one quoted from Matthew. 

On the above passage, Bishop Newton 
observes, '^ Commentators generally un- 
derstand this and what followB> of the end 
of the world, and of Christ coming to judg- 
ment; but the words immediately after the 
tribulation of those days show evidently 
that he is not speaking of any distant 
event, but of something immediately con- 
sequent upon the tribulation before men- 
tioned; and that must be the destruction 
of Jerusalem." Dr. A. Clarke, in his 
commentary on the same passage, quotes 
and adopts as his own the above remarks* 
Dr Warburton has also, with great ability, 
defended the same opinion; and I believe 
it is pretty generally admitted by com- 
mentators and critics of the present age, 
that this prediction of our Saviour refers 
to that event. But if any doubts can re- 
main on the subject, the declaration ^' this 
generation shall not pass till all these things 
be fulfilled," is sufficient to remove all 
those doubts from every candid mind. In 
further confirmation of this opinion it may 
be observed, that in all the subsequent 
parts of this conversation, Christ most ob- 
viously alludes to the time specified in the 
above quoted passage. 

I^t has been supposed by many that the 
disciples of Christ did not fully under- 
stand what he said to them concerning his 
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the apostles did perfectly understand what 
they said and wrote on the coming of the 
Lordj and that modern Commentatori» 
have been in an error on this point, all 
difficulty in rightly understanding this 
subject disappears; ail ambiguity is re- 
moved from the passages, and a powerful 
urguBfient is wrested from the enemies of 
Christianity. 

I have now, as I conceive, furnished a 
direct answer to the question proposed; 
and have shown from the clear testimony 
of inspiration that the events predicted ia 
the passages under examination, were to 
take place during the lifetime of the gen- 
eration then on the earth. It remains 
with the reader to receive, or reject these 
testimonies. 



ESSAY III. 



In my last number, I introduced two of 
the strongest and most noted passages in 
the New Testament, in which the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is mentioned in 
connexion with judgment, and the pun- 
ishment of the guilty. In the discussion 
of the subject thus far, I have confined 
myself to a consideration of the question, 
At what period of time are the predictions 
cor^ained in tliose passages to he fulfilled ? 
and fVom the testimony^of Christ himself, 
as well as of the apostles, I have shown 
that those predictions were to be fulfilled 
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during the then present generation. Ad- 
mitting then, that the true time of the ful- 
filment of these predictions is ascertain- 
ed, the next question which naturally pre- 
sents itself is, Of what coming and judg- 
ment were our Saviour and the apostle 
speaking ? The opinions of Bp. Newton, 
Dr. A.Clarke and Dr. Warburton that the 
declaration of Christ, quoted from Matt, 
xxiv. had express reference to the destruc 
tion of Jerusalem, have been already in- 
troduced, and it has ako been shown that 
our Lord in the parable of the sheep and 
the goats, which formed a part of the 
same discourse, must have alluded to the 
same event; and as it is conceded by all, 
that the language of Paul, quoted from 2 
Thes. refers to the same coming of Christ 
as is mentioned in the parable, it must, I 
think, be apparent that the predictions 
contained in the passages I am consider- 
ing, had their complete fulfilment in that 
event. I am fully aware of the accusa- 
tion which is brought against Universal- 
ists by their opponents", that they refer all 
the threatenings of judgment and punish- 
ment contained in the New Testament to 
the destruction of Jerusalem; and were 
there no other important events connect- 
ed with this circumstance, the objection 
would have some force. But, when we 
take into consideration all the circum- 
stances connected with this event — that 
at the same time, a people who had been 
for about two thousand years (reckoning 
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from the call of AbrahaiHi) a chosen and 
favorite people of God,, were rejected; 
that the Mosaic econozny, a dispensation 
introduced and established in the world by 
the Almighty .himself, was then forever 
abolished, and the dispensation of the 
gospel — 'the covenant of God^s impartial 
and unchangeable grace, ivas at the same 
time finally establi^ed in the earth, the 
objection must, in the minds of all who 
are acquainted with the strong, figurative 
language of the scriptures, lose all its 
force. 

In confirination of the opinion advanc- 
ed above, I will here introduce a short 
extract from Dr. Warburton. Afler sta- 
ting that the kingdom of Christ was comr 
raenced on the cessation of the theocracy, 
he says, ^^ For as God's reign over the 
Jews entirely ended with the abolition of 
the temple service, so the reign of Christ, 
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTi^, had then its first 
beginning. His was the true establish' 
ment of Christianity, not that effected by 
the donations or conversions of Constan- 
tino. Till the Jewish l^w was abolished, 
over which the Father presided as king, 
the reign of the Son could not take place; 
because the sovereignty of Christ over 
mankind, was the very sovereignty of God 
over the Jews, transferred and more large- 
ly extended. . This therefore being one of 
the most important eras in the economy of 
grace, and the most awful revolution in 
all God's religious dispensations; wc see 
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the elegance and propriety of the terms 
in question, to denote so great an event^ 
together with the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, hy which it was effected." 

That part of our Saviour's answer to 
the question of his disciples, in which he 
fixes the time of his coming '^ with power 
and great glory," &c. has already been no- 
ticed; and I now proceed to a considera- 
tion of the other parts of this answer, in 
which he mentions certain signs and oc- 
currences which should precede that event; 
and also, to notice the phrase ^^ end of the 
world" in the question of the disciples. — 
The manner in which this question is ren- 
dered in the common version of the New 
Testament, is unquestionably what has led 
to the belief that Christ spoke^ in this dis- 
course, of the close of time. The words 
in the original, which are translated ^^the 
end of the world," are surUeleia tou aionos. 
They are rendered by Dr. Campbell "the 
conclusion of this state;" and by Mack- 
night and Wakefield, " the end of the 
age." Dr. Clarke adopts the latter trans- 
lation; and explains it as signifying " the 
end of the Jewish economy." The same 
phrase occurs in several other passages, 
and is rendered " the end of the world," 
when it is obvious there is no allusion to 
the end of time, or, of the material crea- 
tion. Heb. ix: 26, " But now once in the 
end of the world (suni^ltea iou aionos) hath 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself." It would be idle to con- 
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tend that the apostle here alluded to the 
end of time; and yet, the language is pre- 
cisely the same as in the question I am 
considering. In 1 Cor. x: 11, the apos- 
tle 3pcaka of " the ends of the world" 
as having already 'com^ on himself, and 
brethren; but it will not B^^xoiitended that 
they had witnessed the er:d of time, or the 
dissolution of the material universe. In 
addition to this, I will merely observe, 
that the Greek word for the material world 
is kosmos, and not aien or aionos. 

T now pass to a consideration of the 
signs and events which vieie to precede 
and accompany the coming of Christ; 
and in doing this, I shall avail myself of 
the labors of Bishop Newton, and such 
other helps as are within my reach. 

1. The first sign mentioned by our Sa- 
viour was the appearance of false Christs: 
"Take heed that no man deceive you; 
for many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christy and shall deceive many." 
verges 4, 5. Shortly after the crucifixion 
of our Saviour, the noted impostor, Simon 
Magus, made his appearance; and "be- 
witched the people of Samaria, giving out 
that himself was some great one ; to whom 
they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, This man is the great 
power of God." — Acts viii: 9, 10. He 
likewise boasted among the Jews, that he 
was the Sou of God." Of the same char- 
acter was Dositheus the Samaritan^ who 
pretended that he was the Christ foretold 
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' by Moses. About twelve years after tbe 
death of our Lord, an impostor named 
Thaddeus persuaded a great multitude to 
follow him to the river Jordan^^persuading 
them that he was a prophet, and promising 
to divide the river for their passage; but 
he himself and most of his deceived follow- 
ers were taken and put to death. A few 
years after this, and under the reign of 
Nero, impostors of this stamp were so 
frequent, that Joshua informs us some of 
them were taken and killed almost every 
day. 

^. The next signs mentioned are wars 
and rumors of wars; nation rising up 
against nation, and kingdom against king- 
dom. — verses 6, 7. These wars were so 
frequent from the time of our Saviour's 
crucifixion to that of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, that the history of this period 
is little else than a history of continual 
^var and bloodshed. At Cesarea there 
was a contention between the Jews and 
Syrians about the right of the city, which 
terminated in the total expulsion of the 
Jews, more than two thousand of whom 
were slain. The whole Jewish nation be- 
ing exasperated at this, flew to arms, and 
burnt and plundered the neighboring cit- 
ies and villages of the Syrians, making 
an immense slaughter of the people. — 
The Syrians, in return, destroyed not a 
less number of the Jews. At Scythopo- 
lis they murdered upwards of thirteen 
thousand. At Ascalon, two thousand five 
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hundred. At Ptolemais, two thousand, 
and took many prisoners. At Demascus, 
the people conspired against the^Jews, 
and assaulting them unarmed killed ten 
thousand of them. At Alexandria, the 
Jews and heathen fought, and fifly thou- 
sand of the former were slain. Besides 
these, there was a war in which the Jews 
and Gallileans united against the Samari- 
tans; another in which the whole Jewish 
nation fought against the Romans and 
their allies; and another in which the Ro- 
mans fought among themselves, while 
Otho and Yitillius were contending for 
the empire. 

3. Famines and pestilences were also 
predicted by our Saviour — verse 7. This 
prediction was also literally and extensive- 
ly fulfilled. The historian Dion Cassius 
naentions a severe famine, which prevail- 
ed at Rome and in various other places, 
during the first year of the reign of Clau- 
dius Caesar. Another which happened 
in the eleventh year of the same reign is 
mentioned by Eusebius. But the princi* 
pal one was that which was foretold by 
Agabus, (Acts ii: 28.) which is mention- 
ed by Seutonius, Tacitus, and Eusebius; 
which was so severe, that Josephus says 
many died at Jerusalem for lack of food. 
Pestilences are the usual attendants on 
famines; as the scarcity and badness of 
provisions generally produce epidemic 
disorders. 

4. Earthquakes were to happen in di- 
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vers places before the coining of the Son 
of man. Of these there were several 
during that period of time. One at Greta 
in the reign of Claudius mentioned by 
Philostratus. Another mentioned by the 
same historian, at Smyrna, Miletus, 
Chios, and Samos, in all of which places 
some Jews were inhabitants. Several at 
Rome mentioned by Tacitus; one at Lao- 
dicea,ln the reign of Nero, mentioned al- 
so by Tacitus, in which that city, together 
with Hieropolis and Colosse were over- 
thrown. One at Campania, mentioned by 
Seneca. One at Rome, in the reign of 
Calba, mentioned by Seutonius; and a 
most tremendous one in Judea, mentioned 
by Josephus, accompanied by a dreadful 
tempest, violent winds, continued light- 
nings and thunders, and a prodigious bel- 
lowing of the shaken earth; which led 
many to believe that some uncommon ca- 
lamity was approaching. 

5. To the above, Luke adds, " And 
fearful sights and great signs shall there 
be from heaven." — Chap, xxi: II. Jo- 
sephus, in the preface to his history of 
the Jewish war, gives us an account of 
these extraordinary signs and portents. — 
1. A star, like a sword, hung over the 
city, and continued a whole year. 2. 
The people being assembled at the fast of 
unleavened bread^ at the ninth hour of the 
night, a great light shone about the altar 
and temple, and continued like the light 
of day, for the space of half an hour. 
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3. At the same feast, a cow led forth for 
sacrifice; brought forth a lamb in the midst 
of the temple. 4. The eastern gate of 
the temple, which was of solid brass, and 
so heavy that it could hardly be shut by 
twenty men, fastened by strong bars and 
bolts, at the sixth hour of the night, open- 
ed of itself, and could with difficulty be 
shut again. 6. Before the setting of the 
sun, there were seen all over the country, 
chariots and armies fighting in the clouds, 
and besieging cities. 6. At the feast of 
Penteeost, as the priests were going into 
the inner temple as usual by night, to at- 
tend to their service, they beard at first a 
motion and a noise ^ and then a voice as 
of a multitude slaying, let us depart hence. 
7. What Josephus reckons one of the 
most terrible signs of all was, that one 
Jesus, a countryman, four years before the 
war began, and when the city was enjoy- 
ing peace and plenty, came to the feast of 
the tabernacles, and ran crying up and 
down the streets, day and night: " A voice 
from the east ! a voice from the west ! a 
voice from the four winds! a voice against 
Jerusalem and the temple ! a voice against 
the bridegrooms and the brides! and a 
voice against all the people!" This he 
continued to do for seven years and five 
months together, especially at the great 
festivals; and though the magistrates en- 
deavored by stripes and tortures to re- 
strain him, he continued with a mournful 
voice to exclaim, " Woe, woe to Jerusa- 
lem? woe, woe to the city, and to the peo- 
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pie, and to the temple;" an4 as he added, 
^^ woe, woe also to myself," a stone, from 
some sling or engine, immediately struck 
him dead. It is worthy of remark, that 
Joseph us, in giving this relation, appeals 
to the testimony of others^ who saw and 
heard these fearful things; and Tacitus, 
the Roman historian, gives a summary ac- 
count of these same occurrences. He 
says, ^' There happened several prodigies; 
armies were seen engaging in the heav- 
ens; arms were seen glitterinff, and the 
temple shone with the sudden fire of the 
clouds; the doors of the temple were 
opened suddenly; and a voice, greater 
than human was heard, that the Gods 
were departing, and likewise a great mo- 
tion of their departing*" The fact that 
both of those eminent historians were op- 
posed to Christ and his religion adds con- 
siderable weight to their testimony in con- 
firmation of the fulfilment of our Sa- 
viour's predictions. 

6. Divisions, hatred and lukewarmness 
are also mentioned by our Saviour as 
signs which should precede his coming — 
verses 10, 12. In order to show the ful- 
filment of these predictions, we have only 
to refer to the history of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and the declarations of Paul in 
several of his epistles, where he com- 
plains of several individuals by name, 
who had forsaken him and abandoned the 
gospel. Tacitus also, when speaking of 
the persecution under Nero, says: ^^ at 
first several (christians) were seized, who 
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confessed; and then hy their ditcovery^ 
a great multitude of others were convict- 
ed, and barbarously executed." 

7. Another, and last prediction of our 
saviour which I shall notice — a prediction 
which is supposed by many to furnish in- 
disputable evidence that the coming of 
Christ in judgment was not aiv event that 
was then near at hand, is fouiid in , verse 
14. << And this gospel of the kingdom 
Shall be preached in all the world, for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come." As there are many na- 
tions, even at this day, where the gospel 
has never been preached " for a witness," 
it is contended that the '^ coming," and 
" end of the world" spoken of must be 
yet future; but, I conceive, it will be easy 
to show the complete fulfilment of this 
prediction previous to the final overthrow 
of the Jewish nation and polity. The 
phrase ^^ all the world" may possibly sig- 
nify no more than the Roman empire, 
which at that time included many nations. 
The same phrase occurs, Luke ii: 1, and 
there can be no doubt but its signification 
is there confined to the empire of Rome; 
as the decree of Augustus for taxation, 
or enrolment, could have no authority but 
in the Roman dominions. Adopting this 
as the meaning of the phrase, the evidence 
is clear and conclusive as to the fulfilment 
of the prophecy. The Acts of the Apos- 
tles, which, as Bishop Newton justly ob- 
serves, " contains only a small part of the 
history of a small part of the Apostles," 
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show clearly that ■. the gospel^ ^luring this 
period, wa8 widely disseminatedi and had 
taken root in the most considerable parts 
of this vast empire. In addition io this, 
Tacitus informs us that as early as the 
reign of Nero, the christians had hecome 
so numerous at Rome, as to excite the 
jealousy of the government; apd in other 
parts, they were in proportion. But, we 
are not under the necessity of confining 
the phrase to the Roman empire; as pre- 
viously to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the gospel was not only preached in Asia 
Minor, Greece. and Italy, the theatres of 
action then in the world; oui waa likewise 
propagated as far north as Scythia; as 
far south as Ethiopia; as far east as Par- 
thia and India; and as far west as Spaia 
and Britian. Clement, who was a con- 
temporary and fellow laborer with Paul, 
says of him, that he was a preacher both 
in. the east and in the west; that he taught 
the whole world righteousness y3.nd travelled 
as far as the utmost corners of the west. 
Eusebius informs us that the Apostles 
preached the gospel in all the world; and 
some of them passed beyond the ocean of 
ihe Britanic Isles. Theodoret affirms, 
that the Apostles induced every nettion 
and kind of men to embrace the gospel. 
Paul himself says, Rom. i: 18, ^^ I thank 
tay God through Jesus Christ for you b]\, 
that your faith is sppken of throughout 
ihe whole world.^^ And again, x: 18, — 
'^ But I say unto you, have they not 
heard ? yes, verily, their sound went into 
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all the eaitli^ and their words unto the ends 
of the world." By consulting the con- 
text, we find thje Apostle was- speaking 
expressly of the preaching of the gospel; 
and in CoUossians, i: 2$, he tells us that 
the gospel '^ was preached to every otea- 
ture which is under hearen." Thus^ hy. 
the testimony of the most credibla writers, 
hoth sacred and profane, we learn that 
this important prediction was completely 
fulfilled previous to the- time when the 
long continued iniquity of th6 Jews was 
visited upon th^m^ and t^eir city and tern'* 
pie utterly destroyed. 

The comi^ete, and in most instances, 
literal fulfilment of the above predictions^ 
particularly the last, and at the very time 
when it was declared they should be ac- 
complished, by him who uttered them, 
affords the strongest and most -satisfacto-' 
Tj evidence in support of the divine au» 
thority of this portion of the holy scrip- 
tures. As our Saviour therefore express<- 
ly declares^ when the gospel of the king- 
dom ^all have been preached in all the 
world, ^^ then shall the end come," what 
reason have we to say that this part of his 
language was less true than the other 
parts ^ or, that h^ was speaking of any 
other '^ etid of the world" than the end of 
the Jewish age^ or dtspeosation which did 
then come ? 
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ISSSAY KO. IV. 



Having noticed the signs which our 
Saviour informed his disciples should pre^ 
cede his coming, and the ^^ end of the 
world" or age, and shown that they were 
all accomplished previous to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and the abolition of the 
Mosaic dispensation ; I now proceed to a 
further illustration of the subject; and shall 
endeavor to show that the judgment, pun- 
ishment and tribulation, or vengeance de- 
nounced in the parable and in the words of 
the apostle under consideration, actually 
came on the unbelieving Jews, at the time 
already specified, viz: during the contin- 
uance of the then present generation on 
earth. 

By consulting the language of scrip- 
ture, we shall find expressions, equally 
strong with those used by Christ and the 
apostle, applied to the destruction and 
overthrow of other cities and nations. 
Thus, Isaiah, in foretelling the destruction 
of Babylon by the Medes, says, " Behold 
the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both 
with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land desolate;' and he shall destroy the 
sinners out of it. For the stars of heaven 
and the constellations thereof shall not 
. ffive their light; the sun shall be darkened 
m his going forth, and the moon shall not 
cause her light to shine; and I will pun- 
ish the world for their evil, and the wicked 
for their iniquity; and I will cause the ar- 
yogancy of the proud to cease, and will 
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Ifty low the haughtiness of the terrible. I 
will make a man more precious than fine 
gold; even a man than the golden wedge ot 
Ophir. Therefore, I will shake the heav- 
ens^ and the earth shall remove out of hej* 
place, in the wrath of the Lord of host?, 
and in the day of his fierce anger." — Isa. 
xiii: 9^' — 13. The same prophet speaking 
of the overthrow, of Idumea uses lan- 
guage if possible, still stronger: '' Come 
near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken ye 
people; let the earth hear, and all that is 
therein; the world and all things that come 
forth of it. For the indignation of the 
Lord is upon all nationsy'and his fury up- 
on all their armies; he hath utterly de- 
stroyed them, he hath delivered them to 
the slaughter. Their slain also shall he 
cast out, and their stink shall come up out 
of their carcases, and the mountains shall 
be melted with their blood. And all the 
hosts of heaven shall be dissolved, and the 
heavens shall be rolled together as a 
scroll; and all their hosts shall fall down 
as the leaf falleth from the vine, and as 
the falling fig from the fig-tree. For my 
Bword shall be. bathed in heaven ; behold it 
shall come down upon tdumea, and upon 
the people of my curse, to judgment. — 
9^e sword of the Lord is filled with blood; 
iT is made fat with fatness, and with the 
blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of 
kidneys of rams; for the Lord hath a sac- 
rifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter jn 
the land of Idumea. And the unicorn 
shall come down with tbem, and the bul- 
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locks with4be bulls; and their land shall 
be soaked with blood, and their d\khi made 
fat with fatness. For it is the daj of the 
Lord's Teogeaate, a&d the 3rear of recom'* 
peaces for the cootroversy of Zion. And 
the streams thereof shall be turned/ into 
piteh, and the dost thereof into^brimstotie^ 
and the land thereof shall become bom-^ 
ing pitch; it shall not be queaehed night 
sor day; the dmoke thereof shall go up 
forever; from generation to generation it 
shall lie waste; none shall pass through it 
forever and ever."**-isa. xKxiv: 1—10* 
E^ekiel) predicting the downfall of £gy pt, 
says: ^' And when I shall put thee out, 
I will cover the heaven, Bad make the 
stars thereof dark; I will cover the aun 
with a cloud, and the moon shall fiot give 
her light. All the bright lights of heaven 
will I -make dark over. thee, and set dark*' 
ness upon thy landV saith the- Lord €^d." 
Ezekiel 32: 7,8. Atid the prophet Joel^ 
speakiug of thisvei^y destitictioR of Je-» 
ru8alem,>Bays: '^ Ajid I wiU show woa*> 
ders in the heavens, and in the earth) 
blood, and fire^ and pillars of amoke;**^ 
The sun shall be turned isilo darkness and 
the mocm into blood, before the great oiad 
terrible day of the Lord •ce9ne."-^^Joel^ 
ii: 30, 31. % 

No eBe:unacquaintBd. with ihe expo^T« 
tions. commonly given eif our Saviour'!^ 
words in the 34th. and 25th chapteta 'Of 
Mattkew, would hesitate a OBoment in con-^ 
aidecing the skbove lang«ag«d df the ^o* 
fOiets altogether awre^ deaorifittve ef the 
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elos0 of time^ and the dissolution of the 
materia] uoi verse, than any thing which 
is contained in those chapters; and yet it 
is admitted by all, that the prophets speak 
wholly in reference to particular cities, or 
nations; at the same time it is contended 
that Christ, in language equally figurative, 
and less strong, predicted, not only the 
close of time, but a judgment beyond this 
State of existence. If the prophets, when 
foretelling the desolation of Babylon and 
Idumea could, with propriety, use lan- 
guage like the following: ^^ The earth 
shall remove out of her place" — " The 
heavens shall bo rolled together as a 
scroll" — and ^^the indignation of the 
Lord is upon all nations, and his fury up- 
on all their armies," &c. might not our 
Saviour, with at least, equal propriety, 
when predicting the destruction of the 
HOLT ciTT — the entire dispensation of 
God's ancient covenant people — the abo- 
lition of the Theocracy, and the heavy 
judgments which were coming on the un- 
believing and hard hearted Jews, say: — 
^^The sun shall be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven and the pow- 
ers of the heavens shall be shaken," and 
'^ before him shall be gathered all na- 
tions?" 

I shall now, for the purpose of more 
clearly illustrating the subject, introduce 
a brief sketch fh>m the history of the 
siege and destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the final overthrow of the Jewish nation; 
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from which it wiJI appear that there never 
was, before nor since that period, a time 
of tribulation which could be compared to 
that; and that Josephus has not exaggera-* 
ted when he has said: '^ Our city, of all 
those which have been subjected to the 
Romans, was advanced to the highest fe- 
licity, and was thrust down again to the 
extremest misery; for if the misfortunes 
of all from the beginning of the world 
were compared with those of the Jews, 
they would appear much inferior upon the 
comparison;" and again: '^To speak 
brief, no other city ever suffered such 
things, as no other generation from the 
beginning of the world was ever more 
fruitful of wickedness." 

Previous to the final investment of Je- 
rusalem by Titus, two Roman armies had 
entered Judea, and ravaged the whole 
country. Eleazer, the son of the high 
priest, having persuaded those who uffici* 
ated in the temple to reject the sacrifices 
of the Romans, and the people being in a 
state of confusion among themselves, and 
of revolt against the government of Rome, 
Cestius Gallus, then president of Syria, 
marched an army into Judea, whose course 
was even^ where marked with blood. He 
plundered and burnt the cities of Zebu- 
Ion, Joppa, and Lydda, and destroyed all 
the villages in his way; and after having 
laid waste a considerable portion of the 
country, and put to death many thousands 
of the inhabitants, he finally entered Je- 
rusalem, and burnt three divisions of the 
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tsiiy. At this time^ he migbt easily have 
^trt an end io the war; but instead of p«iv 
eukig the advantage he had obtained, by 
tjie treacherous advice of some t)f his of- 
^^e«FS, l>e precipitately fled from the city, 
«nrd was followed by the Jews, who over- 
took liian, and slew six thousand of hia ar- 
my. At this time it is^^opposed that many 
of the chriatians, remembering the admo- 
nition of thetr Maister^ (^< then let them 
whieh are in Jadea flee into the moian- 
iiEMne") fled fi^om- the def<ol^ eity, and 
Ibund safety in Bella, a mountainous 
country beyond the river Jordan. 

When Nero was infbrmed of the fate 
of his aumy under Gestius, he appointed 
Vespasian to prosecute the war against 
the lews'; who, W4th his son Titus, in the 
«pring of A. Di 67, entered Judea at the 
iiead of an army of sixty thousand men. 
For 'flfleen months, he oontijiued to spread 
horror and devastation through the coun- 
try, sparing neither ago nor sex; he re- 
duced all the atrODg towns in Galilee, 
end most of those in Judea, ^f^ntting to 
^le«th at least one hundred and fifty thou- 
i9and of the inhabitants. White at Gesa- 
rea, making preparations for an attack on 
Jerusalem) he received intelligence of 
the death ai Nero, and suspended all flir^ 
ther hostile ^operatiod. Thus a second re<- 
spHe, which 'continued for nearly two 
yea/rs, was; granted to this >devoted peo- 
ple; but inSead'of repi^ntingaaid^rning 
iVom the evi} 'of their •ways^'they only 
aeofflecitoiMreaae.Ja' tiieif wiefcedMsis 
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and the enormity of their Crimea. Du- 
riog this interval, it is probable that such 
christians as remained in the city, and 
country secured their safety by a timely 
removal; ibr it is an historical fact^and 
one that should fill every pious bosom 
with devoui admiration, that not, even one 
chrUiian was known to have perished in the 
siege and destruction of the ill-fated city. 
At this period the flames of civil discord 
burst forth with the most destructive fury. 
The inhabitants of Jerusalem were divi* 
ded into three great factions, who fought 
against each other with the most deadly 
hatred; houses were plundered; their 
chief priests were slain, and their unbu- 
ried bodies treated with the greatest indig- 
nity: the noble were imprisoned, scourg*- 
ed, and finally, as a matter of favor, put to 
death; the common people were butcher- 
.ed as unfeelingly as if they had been a 
herd of swine; heaps of dead bodies lay 
on all the public roads; every feeling of 
humanity was extinguished;, and all au- 
thority both human and divine was utterly 
contemned. At the same time the whole 
of Judea was ravaged by hordes of mer- 
ciless robbers and murderers, who, re- 
gardless of age, sex, or condition, con^ 
mittdd their horrid depredations with the 
utmost impunity. In the city and. coun- 
try, a ceaseless cry. of warriors, and the 
plaintive wailings of the mourners were 
made day and night; and many of the in- 
habitants earnestly wished for . the. inter- 
ference of some foreign ei^emy to effect 
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their deliverance from such unheard-of 
wretchedness. 

Such was the situation of Jerusalem, 
when, at the feast of the Passover, the 
anniversary of the day on which the Jews 
crucified their Messiah, Titus encom- 
passed it round with his army; and not- 
withstanding the civil war which had so 
long and violently raged, multitudes from 
the surrounding country, and Jewish 
strangers fiom among all nations were as- 
sembled in the city to celebrate this great 
national feast; so that it might be said the 
whole nation was shut up in one vast pris- 
on, preparatory to the execution of the di- 
vine sentence against them. Soon afler 
the commencement of the siege, as the 
infuriated leaders of the different factions 
had previously destroyed most of the 
store houses and provisiops in the city, 
famine made its appearance in the Jew- 
ish army; and as they were entirely cut 
off from the possibility of obtaining any 
supplies from without, hundreds perished 
daily for the want of necessaries. At 
length, whole families were swept off at 
once by starvation; the tops of houses, 
and the recesses of the city were covered 
with the dead bodies of women, children, 
and old men; the young men appeared 
like mere spectres, and were often seen 
dropping down dead m the streets; la- 
mentation was hushed to silence by hor- 
ror; the black night of death was spread 
over them, until despair induced multi- 
tudes to leave the city and throw them- 
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selvee into the camp of their enemy, 
where the Romans crucified them in such 
vast numbers, that Josephus says: ^^space 
was wanted for the crosses, and crosses 
for the captives!" Such was the unpar- 
allelled mortality in consequence of fam- 
ine, that a Jew who fled to Titus informed 
him, that from the commencement of the 
siege, (April 14th) to the first of July fol^ 
lowing, one hundred and fifteen thousand^ 
tight hxmdred and eighty dead bodies had 
been carried out thro' one gate which he 
guarded; and soon afler several individu- 
als who had deserted to the Romans de- 
clared that the whole number of the poor 
who had been, carried out at the different 
gates was not less than six hundred thou- 
sand. 

One circumstance related by Josephus 
will serve to give some idea of the intense 
wretchedness of this unhappy people. A 
Jewish lady, named Mary, of a noble 
family, was driven by hunger to such an 
awful extremity that she killed her own 
child and ate it! and thus was literally 
fulfilled a prediction of Moses. — Deut. 
xxviii: 66, 57. "The tender and delicate 
woman among you, which would not ad- 
venture to set the sole of her foot on the 
ground for delicateness and tenderness, 
her eye shall be evil toward * * * her chil- 
dren which she shall bear; for she shall 
eat them for want of all things in the siege 
and straitness wherewith thine enemy 
shall distress thee in thy gates." 

While the famine was thus spreading 
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death and destruction likroMtgh the city^ 
the Romans, at length, succeeded in de- 
molishing apart of the inner wall; they 
posses$ed themselves of the great town of 
Antonia, and advanced towards the tem-^ 
pie, which Titus had resolved to preserve 
as an ornament to the empire, and a mon^* 
ument of his success; but it was other- 
wise determined in the oouncils of the 
Most High; for, on the fatal 10th of Au- 
gust, the same day and mpnth on which 
the first temple was destroyed by the king 
of Babylon, a Roman soldier, urged on> 
as he declared by divine impulse^ regaid- 
less of the. commands of Titus, threw a 
flamrQg brand into the golden window, and 
thia vast edifice was instantly enveloped 
inflames. While the temple was burn- 
ing, and the Jews, filled with the utmost 
consternation were uttering their cries 
and lamentations, the Roman soldiers, ut- 
tering the most horrid shouts, f ushed for-* 
ward to the work of death with a resist- 
less impetuosity; driving many into the 
fire, and plunging their swords into the 
bodies of all whom they could overtake, 
until the ground could not be seen for the 
dead bodies over which they trampled; 
while the crackling of the flames, the 
clangor of armS| the groans of the dying 
and the shrieks of the fugitives, altogether 
furnished a scene of horror to which the 
pages of history afford us no parallel^-*- 
Some who had taken refuge in towers 
deemed impregnable by human force, fled 
panic struck from their places of safety. 
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and sought concealment in caverns and 
subterraneous passes; in which dismal re« 
treats no less than two thousand dead bo-' 
dies were afterwards found; thus fulfiUiRg 
the predictions of Christ, that they should 
*' say to the mountains fall on us; and to 
the hills, cover us." Luke xxiii. 30; and 
also of the Revelator, who in prophetic 
language said, they ^^ hid themselves in 
the dens and rocks of the mountains; and 
said to the mountains and rocks, fall on 
us and hide us from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb; for the great day of his 
wrath- is come, and who shall be able to 
stand?" Rev. vi: 16,17. Truly said our 
Saviour^ these were " the days of ven- 
geance, that all things which are written 
may be fulfilled." Luke, xxi: 02, 

On the eighth day of September, nearly 
five months from the commencement of 
the siege, Jerusalem, once the holy cUyy 
and ^^ a praise in all the earth," sunk in- 
to hopeless rnin and utter desolation; and 
well might its once proud but now hum- 
bled inhabitants exclaim, ^^ where is our 
great city, which, it was believed, God in- 
habited ? It is altogether rooted and torn 
up from its foundations] and the only mon- 
ument of it that remains, is the camp of 
its destroyers, pitched amidst itsrelicks!" 
The number of those who were destroyed 
at Jerusalem during this siege, is compu- 
ted by Josephus at no less than one million 
and one hundred thousand ; to these must 
be added more than two hundred and thir^ 
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itf'-seven ihou$&ndy who were known to 
bave perished during the war ia other pla- 
oes, besides an innumerable wultitudt 
swept away by famine and pestilence , of 
which no. probable calculation could be 
made; add to these ninety^evenihou$andy 
who were carried away captive, and sold 
as slaves, or put to death according to 
the caprice of their unfeeling masters, 
and it will be obvious that the destruction 
of human life which there took place is 
unparaUelled in the annals of nations; 
Weil might the compassionate Redeemer 
in view of these sufferings, say to the sor- 
rowing w(»nen who foHowed him to his 
crucifixion, ^^ Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, 
and for your children." 

From the above brief sketch, it will be 
perceived that the judgment of Heaven 
which for ages had impended over this har- 
dened people, burst, in. the fulness of 
time, with a resistless fury on their devo- 
ted heads. By the rejection and cruci- 
fixion of their promised and expected 
Messiah, the measure of their iniquity 
was filled up; the time had now arrived 
when the sceptre should forever '^depart 
firom Judah, and a law-giver from between 
his feet;" the kingdom was ^' taken from 
them, and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof;" they were then, as our 
Saviour expressed it (Matt, xvi: 27) re- 
warded '^every man according to his 
works;" the dread sentence ^^ depart ye 
cursed" was pronounced against them, 
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ftnd they were sent ^'away into ever* 
lasting punishment." Should it he ob-* 
jected to this application of the parable, 
that, as there is a promise of deliverance 
and final salvation to the Jews, therefore, 
the punishment they are now suffering 
cannot be properly called an ef>erla9Hng 
puni$kmeni; 1 answer, this punishment 
has already continued nearly as long as 
their everiaating covenant of circumcision, 
(Gen. xvii: 13.) and considerably longer 
than they inhabited their everlastmg fo^ 
session in the land of Canaan (Gen. Ixviii: 
4.) or, than the ef>erlasHng priesthood of 
Aargn and his descendants was continued 
to them; (Exod. xl: 15.^ and how mueh 
longer they will endure it, God only knows. 
But, another objection may arise. It 
may be said, although the declarations of 
Christ, in the parable of the sheep and the 
goats had their accomplishment at this 
time, this could not be the case with the 
language of the Apostle under considera* 
tion; as tiie overthrow or destruction of 
the Jewish nation could not affect the con- 
dition of the Thessalonian christians. In 
answer to this objection, I remark, 1 . It 
has already been shown, from the similar* 
ity of the language used by Christ and the 
apostle, also from the general consent of 
commentators^ that tbose passages both 
allude to one and the same coming of the 
Son of man, " in his glory," ** with his 
angels," &c. If, therefore, we admit tlie 
fulfilment of one of these predlctiooe, we 
must necessftFtly the other.. 2. Bj^ refe* 
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rence to the account of Paul's visit and 
preaching at Thessalonica, we shall find 
it was the unbelieving Jews who troubled 
the believers and "the people." While 
Jerusalem and the temple continued, the 
Jews unquestionably exercised a consider 
rable influence in all nations where they 
resided. Historians inform us, that in all 
parts of the Roman empire they were 
much respected on account of their reli- 
gion; and it is certain that decrees favor- 
able to them were issued by somo of the 
Emperors, afler the crucifixion of Christ. 
As the Jews, from the first, were the de- 
termined persecutors of Jesus and his fol- 
lowers^ it is reasonable to conclude that 
many of the persecutions that were set 
on foot against the Christians were at 
their instigation, and through their influ- 
ence. When, therefore, the whole nation 
lost the favor and respect of the Romans, 
and when God recompensed tribulation to 
them for their sins, the christians would 
naturally enjoy rest from their persecu- 
tions, and from those they had endured at 
their instigation. Accordingly we find, 
that from the death of Nero until the lat- 
ter end of the reign of Domitian, altho' 
the laws against them were still in exist- 
ence, they were seldom or never enforced. 
3. If, as Dr. Warburton pertinently re- 
marks, (See No. 3.) " The kingdom of 
Christ commenced on the cessation of the 
Theocracy" — if his reign "in spirit and 
in truth had then its first beginning," and 
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if that WBM ^^the ,tnie establishment of 
Christianity" in the world, we at once dis- 
cover the deep interest which the Thessa- 
lonians and all other christians must hfive 
had in those important events. 

I have now brought my remarks on these 
two important passages of scripture to a 
close. I am sensible they are very im- 
perfect, and that much more might profit- 
ably be advanced in relation to them than 
what I have written; but in preparing these 
numbers for publication in a weekly paper, 
I have been compelled to study brevity. 
If the views which have been advanced 
are correct, considerable difficulty in re- 
conciling many of the expressions of our 
Saviour and his apostles is removed, and 
the languaj^e of the scriptures appears 
plain and consistent. On the other band, 
I conceive that the common application 
of these passages to events yet future, 
renders the prediction relative to the com- 
ing of Christ in judgment, and rewarding 
" every man according to his works" not 
only obscure, but contradictory and ab- 
surd. 



As the 24th chapter of Matthew, to ver. 
36, has been considered in the illustration 
of the parable of the Sheep and the Goats, 
and of Paul's language to the Thessalo- 
Bians, it may perhaps be proper, before 
proa ceding to any other, or a different 
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Bubject, to notice the remainder of this 
Chapter, and the parallelpassages in the 
other Evangelists. As Christ speaks of 
his coming and the consequences of it, in 
almost every remaining verse in the chap- 
ter, it will be necessary to cite the whole 
of what remains, commencing at verse 36. 
^'Butof that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only. But as the days of Noe 
were, so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the days that were 
before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage 
until the day that Noe entered into the 
ark, and knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away ; i^o shall also the 
coming of. the Son of man be. Then 
shall two be in the field ; the one shall be 
laken and the other lefl. Two women 
ehall be grinding at the mill; the one shall 
be taken and the other left. Watch there- 
fore, for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. But know this, if the good 
man of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would not have sufler- 
ed his house to be broken up. Therefore, 
be ye also ready; for in such an hour as 
ye think not, the son of man cometh. 
Who then is a faithful and wise servant, 
whom his Lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due sea« 
son ? Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord when he cometh, shall find s doing. 
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Verily I say unto you, that he sha]] make 
him ruler over all his goods. But and if 
that evil servant shall say in his heart, 
my Lord del ay eth his coming; and shall 
begin to smite his fellow servants, and to 
eat and drink with the drunken ; the Lord 
of that servant shall come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and shall cut him 
asunder, and appoint him his portion with 
the hypocrites; there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." To this agrees 
Luke xvii., 20 — 31, with this exception,that 
Luke tells us the Pharisees demanded of 
Christ " when the kingdom of God should 
come." See the whole passage ; and 
likewise ch. xii., 35 — 40, which is also 
similar to some part of what I have quoted 
frem Matthew. 

The opinion of commentators, that at 
the time the apostles wrote, there were 
four different comings of Christ to happen, 
has already been noticed. See No. 1, 
These different comings were supposed to 
be: 1. His coming to destroy Jerusalem, 
abrogate thp Mosaic institutions, and es- 
tablish the gospel in the world. 2. His 
coming to destroy the man of sin. 3. His 
coming to release his people from their 
present trials by death; and 4. His com- 
ing to raise the dead, judge the world, 
and put an end to the presept order of 
things. Most of the language which I 
have now quoted, together with some of 
the expressions of the apostle, have been 
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supposed to relate to what is above termed 
his 3d coming; i.e. to every man at death; 
and hence these words have, some of 
them, furnished occasion, especially at 
funerals, for pathetic exhortations to be 
ready, and prepared to meet the Lord. 

But let us inquire, is this application of 
these words of Christ correct ? Is it 
warranted, either by the language itself, 
or the connexion in >which it is found ? 
A very brief examination will, I think, be 
sufficient to set the subject in its true 
light, and convince us that this opinion is 
entirely groundless.^ Our Saviour, con-, 
tinuing the same conversation in which 
he bad expressly told his disciples that his 
coming should be during the continuance 
of that generation, goes on to say that the 
"day and hour," or the precise time of 
his coming was not known, either to men 
or angels; and. according to Mark, it was 
also unknown to hjmself. He had faith- 
folly warned them of the dangers which 
should surround them when that time 
should come — pointed out to them the 
signs which should precede that event, 
and given all necessary instructions to 
enable them to provide for their safety; 
and he now proceeds to urge the necessity 
of vigilance, and continued watchfulness, 
for the very reason that the precise time 
could not be known. This time, he in- 
formed them, would come suddenly and 
unexpectedly; as did the deluge upon the 
Antediluvians; or, (according to Luke) 
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the r^in pf fire and brimstone upon Sodom 
and Oomorrah; so suddenly, that of two 
who should be at Work together, one 
should escape and the other perish. He 
tells them therefore, to watch — to observe 
the signs of. the times, and to be ready ,-^ 
ready to flee from that devoted pity, 
whenever the fatal time should come; 
and to enforce his admonitions, he tells 
them also, it should come ^^ in such an 
hour as they thought not;" or when it 
should not be expected. And he further 
assures them, that such as remained faith- 
ful should be rewarded with the approba- 
tipn of their Lord, and the joys of his 
kingdom; but* such as disregarded his 
warnings, should share the portion of 
hypocrites, where there should be "weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth." 

The parable of the vii'gins, and also of 
the talents in the next chapter, are a con- 
tinuation of the same discourse; and they 
illustrate, more fully and ibrcibly^ the ne- 
jcessity of watchfulness, and of faithful- 
ness in the use of the means of safety and 
happiness which they possessed. Those 
who continued towatch for the coming of 
the bridegroom, are represented as being 
received by him: or^s entering into the 
life «nd joy of his kingdom; and those 
who faithfully improved the talents en- 
trusted to them received a rich reward; 
whilst the careless and unfaithful suffered 
the consequences of their neglect. Whal 
has now been advanced on the %4th chap^ 
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ter, and on tbe parable of the sheep and 
goats in the 25th, will be sufficient to ex- 
plain these two parables, which are parts 
of the sanfie conversation, and relate to 
the same subject. The parallel to tbe 
parable of the talents is Luke, xix: ll--r- 
£7, which I need not transcribe. 

Matt, xxi: 33 — 41: "Hear another 
parable: there was a certain householder, 
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it 
round about, and digged a . wine press in 
it; and built a tower, and let it out to hua- 
bandmen, and went into a far country; 
and when the time of fruitdrew near, he 
sent hU servants to the husbandmen, that 
they might receive the fruits of it. And 
the husbandmen took his servants, and 
beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another.. Again he sent other servants 
more than the first; and they did unto 
ihem likewise. But last of all he sent 
unto tbem his son, saying, they will rev- 
Irenes my son. Sat when the husband- 
men saw the son, they said among them- 
selves, this is the heir; come, let us kill 
bim, and let us seize on his inheritance. 
Ajid they caught him, and cast him out of 
ihe .vineyard, and slew him. When the 
Lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do ante those husbandmen? 
They say unto him, he will miserably de- 
stroy those wicked men, and will let out 
bis vineyard unto other husbandmen, who 
shall render him tbe fruit in their sea- 
json^." Mftrk xii: 1^*9, and I^uke xx: 
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9^ — 16, are the parallel passages; and as 
they are substantially the same as the 
above, I need not quote tfaem. 

Perhaps it may be doubted whether 
oor Lord in this parable, intended to rep- 
resent bis coming in any manner; as by 
the ^* householder," and ^^ Lord t>f the 
vineyard," he evidently meant one and the 
same person; and as the ^' householder" 
who is said to have planted the vineyard^ 
and sent his servants, and finally his son 
to receive the fruits was God himself, and 
not the son who had been sent, and been 
killed by the husbandmen. Bnt this ob- 
jection, should it arise, will lose much of 
its force, when we consider that it was 
the main object of the parable to show the 
certainty of the punishment which' awaited 
the guilty husbandmen, notwithstanding 
they had succeeded so long in avoiding it. 
The different characters and offices as- 
cribed to Christ may be noticed in confir- 
mation of the opinion that he does refer 
in the parable to his coming in jifdgment, 
to punish the guilty. He is not only the 
*^ appointed heir of all things^" but he 
tells US) John v: S7, the Father had ''giv^ 
en him authority to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of man." 
He is likewise said to be " Lord of all ;" 
and Paul says, Rom. xiv: 9, '< for to this 
end Christ both died, and rose, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both of the 
dead and living. " It may also be observed 
that God is said to do many things by 
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Christ. Thug, Heb. i: 2, " by whom 
also be made the-worlds," or " settled the 
ages," as it is rendered b^ Wakefield. 
Again ^ Acts xvii: 31, ^^ Because he hath 
appointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained;" and Rom. H: 
16, " In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ." 
From these, and other similar expressions 
I am clearly oC the opinion, that this par- 
able contains a plain allusion to the com- 
ing of the Son of man, and do not there- 
fore, feel at liberty to pass it by without 
DOtide. 

It will probably be admitted on all 
hands, that our Saviour borrowed this par- 
able from Isa. v: 1,2. <^ Now will I sing 
to my well-beloved a song of my beloved 
touching his vineyard. My well-beloved 
hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill; and 
he fenced it, and gathered out the stones 
thereof, and planted it with the choicest 
vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, 
and also made a wine press therein ; and 
he looked that it ishould bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes." By 
consulting the contexts of these two par- 
ables, their true application, and conse- 
quently the time predicted in them, will 
be easily and satisfactorily ascertained. 
Crod, by the mouth of the prophet, in the 
words immediately following the last cited 
parable, calls on those to whom it was ad- 
dressed, as our Saviour does to those to 
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whom he dpoke his parable, to decidciy 4>l^ 
judge between him and his vineyard. 
*^ And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem,, 
and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, be- 
twixt me and my vineyard. What could, 
have been done more to my vineyard, that* 
I have not done in it ? Wherefore, wheni 
I looked that it should bring forth grapes,, 
brought it forth wild grapes? He then pro- 
ceeded to inform them what he would do^ 
^' And now go to; I will tell you what i 
will do to my vineyard: I will take away 
the hedge thereof, and it shaU be eatei% 
up; and break down the wall thereol^ 
and it shall be trodden down; and I will 
lay it waste; it shall not be pruhed nor 
digged; but there shall come up briars 
and thorns; [ will also command tbm 
clouds that they rain no rain Upon it." 
A direct application of the parable 19. 
then made to those who were represented; 
by it; " For the vineyard of the Lord of 
hosts is the house of Israel, and the men 
of Judah his pleasant plant; and he look<« 
ed for judgment, and behold oppression; 
for righteausness, but behold a cry." 

Here is a clear and striking predicfioa 
of that awful judgment, and entire deso- 
lation with which God afterwards over- 
whelmed this corrupt nation for their sios. 
They had been ^^ exalted to heaven," ia 
point of privileges; the nations inhabit- 
ing the land had been driven out, or de- 
«troyed before them; they had often, by 
Ihe strong ana of ^ Jehovah, b«^n dtsUv- 
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eredirom the power of their enemies; 
and to use the emphatic language of the 
Psalmist, God had not ^^ dealt so with 
any nation" under heaven as he had with 
them. But for all that, they ^< hardened 
their hearts" continually hefore the Most 
High; they contemned his authority, and 
despised his reproofs; and instead of ren- 
dering to him who bad done such ^'great 
things" for them, that righteousness and 
obedience which he required, they were 
filled with pride, ingratitude, and all kinds 
of iniquity; until at length, he withdrew 
from them the privileges they had enjoyed 
with unthankfuhiess, and thrust them. 
^' down to hell" for their unrighteousness. 
We may now consider the application 
which our Saviour made of his parable. 
I would, however, previously observe, 
that fromjhe 33d Terse, and onward to 
the commencement of the parable, we 
learn to whom it was addressed. Christ 
came into the temple, and the "chief 
priests and the elders of the people," 
who were always his most violent ene- 
mies, came to him, and as was their cus- 
tom whenever an opportunity presented, 
began to question htm respecting his au- 
thority for teaching; and attempted to en- 
tangle him with their questions. He 
then commences a conversation with 
them, which continues to the last verse 
but two in the chapter. After compelling 
them to make an application of his para- 
ble, and to pronounce against themselves 
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a just sentence of coDdemratiott for 
their rejectiQQ of him as the Son of God, 
and their expected Messiah^ he says to 
them, ver. 42, ^f Did ye never read in tbo 
scriptures, the stone which the builders 
rejected, the same is become the head of 
the corner; this is the. Lord's doing, and 
it is marvellous incur eye»r^ Dr. A. 
Clarke here observes, ^' The 44th verse 
should certainly come before verse 43, 
otherwise the narration is not consecu- 
tive;" and I think any one, by examining 
the passage, will be convinced of the 
correctness of this opinion* Considering 
it in this light, Jesus, continuing the sim- 
ilitude of the stone which was rejected, 
next says to them, ^' And whosoever shall 
fall on this stone, shall be broken; but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him 
to powder;" i. e. as Dr. Clarke observes, 
'^ it shall make him so staall, as to render 
him capable of being, diapened as chaff 
by the loim^." He then continues-^ 
" Therefore say I unto you, the kingdom 
of God shall be taken from you, and giv- 
en to a nation bringing forth the fruits 
thereof." Christ here ends this conver- 
sation; and the historian informs us, 
^' when the chief priests and phariseea 
had heard his parable, they perceived that 
he sp&ke of them." 

The application of the parable being 
furnished us, the principles taught in it, 
and the time when Us predictions were to 
be fulfilled, appear perfectly obvious. 
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By th^ vineyard which was let out to 
huflbandmen, we may undoubtedly uader<> 
stand t be Mosaic, or legal dispensation; 
together with the blessings and privileges 
enjoyed by the Jews, or the whole house 
of Israel under this dispensation. The 
servants who were sent to receive the 
fruits in the name of the householder, 
were the prophets, who from time to time 
were raised up and sent to the people, to 
admonish them of their sins, and guide 
them in the ways of judgment and right«* 
epusness. These prophets were persecu- 
ted and slain by the Jews; and hence Ste- 
phen says to them, " Which of the proph- 
ets have not your fathers persecuted ? and 
they have stain them which shewed be- 
fore of the coming of ^he Just One.^' Of 
John the Baptist it was said, ^' among 
them that are born of woman," there were 
none greater. He also was s6nt to them^ 
as *' the voice ot one, crying in the wil- 
derness, to4>repare the way of the Lord,'* 
to '^ turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers," and '^to moke ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." He had 
also been wantonly and cruelly put to 
death. And, " last of all," the f' oaly 
begotten of the Father^" his " beloved 
Son," was sent to them; but. although 
they were anxiously waiting for his ap- 
pearance, when he demanded of them 
~^f fruits meet fox repentacice,'^ and openly 
teproved them for their sins^they rose 
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againfit him: and notwithstilndiDg he was 
the Son and heir, they said by their con- 
duct, *' we will not have this man to reign 
over us;" nor was their malice satisfied, 
till they had shed his blood. 

We may now notice the fulfilment of 
the prediction, contained in the parable, of 
judgment or destruction which was de- 
nounced against those husbandmen, Je»- 
sus had told them, on whomsoever th« 
stone should fall, it should grind him to 
powder; and we find, that when he did 
fall in judgment on this corrupted people, 
be ground them to powder; or made them 
so small, that like chaff before the wind, 
those of them who survived the destruc- 
tion of their city and polity, were dis- 
persed among all the nations of the earth; 
where to this day they remain, an ever- 
lasting monument of the justice of G©d. 
He also told fchem ^^ the kingdom of God" 
should be taken from theqi, and "given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits there- 
of." This event he had predicted on 
other occasions. Matt. vUi: 11,12: — 
"And I say unto you, that many shall 
come from the east and west, and shall 
sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;- but th^ 
children of the kingdom shall be cast out 
into utter darkness; there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth." Luke, xiii: 
^8: — " There shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
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in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
selves thrust out," The apostles also 
continued to warn them of their impend- 
ing destruction; and to admonish them of 
the irreparable loss they must sustain, if 
they continued in unbelief and hardness 
of heart. Hence we find them at Antioch, 
first preaching salvation through Christ 
to the Jews; but when they ^^ spake 
against those things which were spoken 
by Paul and Barnabas, contradiotihg and 
blaspheming," these failhful messengeris 
of pieace boldly declared to them, '* it 
was necessary that the word of God 
should first have been spoken to you; but 
seeing ye put it far from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
lo, we turn to the Gentiles." — Acts, xiii: 
46. And again: Acts,xxviii: 28, Paul, 
addressing this ^ same people at Rome, 
says to them^ *^ be it known therefore urv- 
to you, that the salvation of God is sent 
unto the Gentiles, and they will hear it." 

The signification of the phrases *'king- 
dom of God," and "kingdom of Heav- 
en" in the above passages, is too plain 
and obvious to be easily misunderstood. 
During the continuance cf the legal dis- 
pensatioUj the government of the Jews, 
although administered by men, was pro- 
perly a Theocracy; as the laws by which 
they were governed were directly from 
God. There was, therefore, a kingdom, 
or reign of God established in the earth; 
and these people were the subjects or 
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children of this kingdom. After the abo- 
lition of this dispensation^ or economy, 
the authority which God had exercised 
over the Jews was transferred to Christ, 
and extended to the Gentiles; and God is 
now judging or governing '^ the world in 
righteousness, by that man whomhe hath 
ordained." He has now established a 
kingdom, embracing ''all people, nations, 
and languages;" but to the laws of this 
kingdom, and the authority of the Son of 
God, the stubborn and rebellious Jews 
will not submit. Hence, the kingdom 
they once enjoyed is taken from them,, 
and given to other nations : or, in other 
words, they, the former '' children of the 
kingdom," are "thrust out" from its priv- 
ileges and enjoyments; and the Gentile 
nations are brought in. 

Matt. xxii:2 — 14, come^ next under 
consideration " The kingdom of heaven 
is lik^ unto a certain King, which made a 
marriage for his Son, and sent fprfh his 
servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding; and they would not come. 
Again he sent forth other servants, say- 
ing, tdl them which are bidden, behold, 
I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and 
my fatlings are killed, and aH things are 
ready; come unto the marriage. But 
they made li^ght of it, and went their 
ways, one to his farm, another to his mer- 
chandize; and the remnant took his ser- 
vants, and entreated them spitefully, and 
slew them. But when the king heard 



71 



thereo^he was wroth; and he sent fbrtl» 
his armies, and destroyed those murder- 
ers, and burned up their city. Then 
saiCh he to his servants, the wedding is 
ready, but they which were bidden were 
not wortby V go ye therefore into the high 
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to 
the marriage. So those servants weivl 
out into the high ways, and gathered to- 
gether all, as many as they found, botb 
bad and good; and the wedding was fur- 
nished with guests. And when the king 
came in to see the guests, he saw there a 
man which had not on a wedding gar- 
ment; and he said unto him, friend, how 
earnest thou in hither, not having a wed- 
ding garment? and he was speechless. 
Then said the king unto his servants, 
bind him hand and foot, and take him^ 
Rway^ and cast him into' utter darkness; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, for many are called, but few are- 
chosen." 

The only part of this parable from- 
which it seems possible to draw an infer- 
ence, that it applies to a coming of Christ 
yet future, is the latter part, in which the 
king is represented as coming in to see 
the guests, — finding oiye without a wed- 
ding garment, and ordering him to be cast 
out, &.C. But a very few remarks will be 
sufficient to show the impropriety of this 
application. And- — 

1. It appears that when our Saviour 
spoke this parable, he resumed ihe con- 
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versation, with (he «a(ne persons, and on 
the same subject, io which he spoke the 
one already considered. In the* last verse 
of the preceding chapter, the Evangelist 
says "whenthey (i. e. the chief priests, 
Pharisees, and elders of the people,) 
sought to lay hold on him, they feared the 
multitude, because they took him for jbl 
prophet;" and in the next words, which 
are those immediately of the parable under 
congideration, he tells us,-^** Jesus an- 
swered, and spake unto them again by 
parables." Then follow the words of this 
parable. From this it appears, that this 
parable was addressed to the same indi- 
viduals as the preceding; and there is no 
intimation of a change in the subject of 
conversation. 

2. Neither in this parable, nor in the 
preceding one, is there the most distant 
allusion to a future state of existence ; 
nor is there any thing in the context of 
either from which an inference of this kind 
can be drawn, until we come to the 23d 
verse, where we are informed the Saddui- 
cees came to him, and commenced ques- 
tioning him on the subject of the rorsnr- 
rection. 

In the parable of the vineyard, it ap- 
pears to have been the design of our Lord 
to point Out to the Jews, especially their 
leaders, the justice of God in withdrawing 
from them the blessings and privilegesthey 
had enjoyed under the Mosaic convenant, 
or dispensation; and in punishing them > 
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fot their sins, and th^ir abuse of those 
privileges ; and in that of the marriage 
fbajst, to exhibit the^kind and merciful in- 
vitationd which were still extended to 
them, to embrace the gospel, and to turn 
from their iniquities and live. The fol- 
lowing therefore, we may perhaps consid- 
er a correct application of this parable. 
The marriage which the king made for 
his sou — the gospel dispensation, with its 
attendant joys and blessings. Those who 
had, been bidden, and who were now called 
by the king's servants — the Jews in gen- 
eral, to whom this gospel had been previ- 
ously preached. Their refusal to come — 
their rejection of the testimony of their 
own prophets, — the calls of John the Bap- 
tist and the seventy disciples who had 
been sent out to preach the kingdom of 
God to them. The other servants who 
were sent forth — the apostles; who, tho* 
they were to preach the gospel finally to 
all nations, were to begin at Jerusalem, 
and amang the Jews. Their making light 
of the invitation, and spitefully using the 
servants — their neglect of the gospel sal- 
vation, and their violent persecution of its 
de£BU)ders. The sending forth of the 
armies to destroy those who had been in- 
vited — the destruction which afterwards 
came upon them by the Roman armies 
under Titus; when their city was burned, 
and their whole country laid waste. The 
sending forth of the servants to the high- 
waysy to bid all they should find — the 
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calling of the Gentiles, after the final re- 
jection of the Jews. The man who had 
not on the wedding garment — any one, 
who, after professing Christianity, de- 
pends still on legal righteousness for sal- 
vation, and acceptance with God ; but 
especially those Jewish converts who ad- 
hered to all the rituals of Moses. See 
Rom. 10, 3. The order to bind, and cast 
out this man — the entire abolition of every 
thin^ on which the Jews had depended 
for salvation; and the utter darkness into 
which he was to be cast — the darkness of 
mind under which they still continue, in 
consequence of their unbelief, and rejec- 
tion of the Messiah. 



BSSAT NO. TI. 

In this number I shall notice those pas- 
sages in which judgment, or the judging 
of quick and dead is mentioned in con- 
nexion with the coming of Christ; and al- 
so, those which relate generally to his 
judging the world, or the quick and dead, 
without speaking expressly of his coming. 
An understanding of the latter clu^s of 
passages i>eing necessary to an explana- 
tion of th^ former, no apology will be ne- 
cessary for introducing them. The pas- 
sages are not numerous; >and I shall notice . 
them without regard to the order in which 
they occur in the Scriptures* 
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2Tim. iv: 1: — ^*^ I charge thee tlie^e*^ 
fore, before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and kingdom."— »• 
Three particulars embraced in the forfego-* 
ing passage will demand attention. 

1 . The character ascribed to Christ as 
Judge. A judge in the common accepta"* 
tion of the term, is one who decides judl^ 
cialfy — administers existing laws, and ap- 
portions the rewards and punishmenni 
prescribed by those laws. To judge unn^ 
ally signifies to try and determine a cause; 
to pass sentence; to examine authoritative- 
ly; and to determine finally. But altho' 
such are the usual acceptions of these 
terms, when used in reference to the or- 
dinary affairs of life, yet we find them 
used in a very different sense in the scrip- 
tures, especially in the Old Testament. 
There, those who governed, or exercised 
authority were called judges; thus, Oth- 
nieI,Deborah,Jephthah, Samson, and oth- 
ers were said to have been judges, i. e. 
governors, or rulers in Israel. Absalom 
also, when attempting to steal the hearts 
of the people from his father David, says, 
" O that T were made judge in the land.'* 
To judge signified, not only to rule, or 
exercise authority, but also to protest, 
defend, and assist the poor and the help- 
less. Thus, Isa. i: 17: — "Learn to ao 
well; seek judgment, relieve the oppress- 
ed, judge the fatherless, plead fbi* the 
widow;'^ and again: ver. ^, speakitig of 
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the jMriaces of Israel, the prophet says^ 
'^ they judge not the fatherless, neither 
doth the cause of the widow come unto 
them." In the New, Testament also, 
these words, together with judgment, 
have frequently the same signification. 
Acta, xxiv: 10: — »" Forasmuch as I know 
that thou hast been of many years a judge 
unto this nation." Matt, xxiii: 23: — 
^' And have omitted the weightier matters 
of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith." 
Luke xi: 42: — " And pass over judgment 
and the love of God." 

There are two other passages in the 
New Testament, besides the one I am 
now considering, in which Christ is men- 
tioned as judge of th.e '^ quick and dead;" 
and which will assist in the inquiry before 
us. The first I shall notice is Acts x: 42, 
43: — "And he commanded us to preacti 
unto the people, and to testify that it is 
he which was ordained of God to be the 
judge of quick and dead. To him give 
all the prophets witness," &.c. From this 
expression it appears, not only that Christ 
was " ordained of God to be the judge of 
quick and dead," hut th^t the prophets 
gave witness of him in this chaiacterj it 
will be necessary, therefore, to examine 
the testimony of the prophets on this 
point. Isa. ix: 6,7: — "For unto us a 
child is born; unto us a son isgiven; and 
the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der of the increase of his government 

and peace there shall be no end j upon thQ 
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throne of ^David, aiid upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it, with judg- 
ment, and with justice from henceforth, 
even forever." Chap, xlii: 1 — 4. " Be- 
hold ray servant whom I uphold; mine 
elect, in whom my soul deligbteth; I have 
put my spirit upon him; he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. He «hall 
not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to 
be heard in the street. A bruised reed 
shall he not break, and the smoking flax 
shall he not quench; he shall bring forth 
judgment unto truth. He shall not fail, 
nor be discouraged, until he have set 
judgment in the earth; and the isles shall 
wait for his law." Jer. xxiii : 5, 6 : — "Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will raise unto David a righteous branch ; 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and 
shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, 
and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
his name whereby he shall be called: — 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS." Ezek. xxxvi: 24,-— "AndDa- 
vid my servant shall be King over thetn; 
and they shall all have one shepherd; 
they shall also walk in my judgemnts, and 
observe my statutes and do them." I need 
not prove that Christ is here mentioned 
by the prophet, by the name of David. 
Dan. vii: 13,14: — "I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, one like the son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the ancient of days^ and they 
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broogjbt him near before him ; and there 
was given him dominion and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages should serve him." Micah, v: 
2: — '^ B\ii thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though though be little among the thous- 
ands of Jndah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel." Zech. ix: 9: — Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having sklva- 
tion." From the above, and many other 
similar expressions, which might be quo*- 
ted from the prophets, it plainly appears 
that the character ascribed by them to 
Christ as judge,was that of a ruler, gover- 
nor, king, or lawgiver; and it is worthy of 
remark, that in no passage in the prophets, 
where Christ is promised, or his character 
described, is be represented as a judge, in 
the present usual acceptation of that term. 
It is the opinion of most christians, that 
where the scriptures represent Christ as 
judging mankind, we are to understand 
something like a judicial trial, and passing 
a sentence according to the characters 
and conduct of the dilSerent individuals 
who are the subjects of this judgment; 
but af^er a careful examination of the va- 
rious passages adduced in support of thifl 
opinion, I am convinced that it is, in gen- 
eral, unfounded. Perhaps the parable 
of the sheep and goats, already consideiv 
ed, may be an exception ; and this has been 
shown to relate to an event long since past. 
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S. What is signified by the ^^ qaick 
and the dead," whom Christ should judge 
"at his appearing and kingdom?" By 
the phrase " quick and dead" is generally 
understood those who are literally alive 
in the earth, and those who have suffered 
natural death, or the dissolution of the 
dody. The only passage in the New Tes- 
tament where this ocours, excepting that 
under consideration, and the one quoted 
from Acts x: 42, which has already been 
noticed, is 1 Peter iv: 5: — "Who shall 
give account to him that is ready to judge 
the qu*ick and the dead." On this pas- 
sage, Dr. A. Clarke has the following 
observations: — "They shall give account 
of those irregularities to him who is pre- 
pared to judge both the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles. The Gentilesy previously to the 
preaching of the gospel among them,were 
reckoned to be dead in trespasses and sins. 
Eph. ii: 1 — 5. The Jews had at least, by 
their religious profession, a name to live; 
and, by that profession, were bound to 
live to God." The verse following seems 
io confirm this view of the learned Dr's. 
**For, for this cause was the gospel prea- 
ched also to them that were dead, that they 
might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the 
spirit." Various opinions exist respect- 
ing the true signification of this verse. The 
following are the translations of it by 
three very learned and able critics : — 
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" *' For this indeed was the effect of the 
preaching of the gospel to the dead, (the 
unconverted Gentiles,) that some will be 
punished as carnal men; but others, 
(those converted to Christianity,) lead a 
spiritual life unto God." — Wakefield. 
In his note on this passage, this translator 
observes: " By the living, I understand 
Christians; and by the deady the uncon- 
verted Gentiles; and upon this idea have 
attempted to give some meaning to a pas- 
sage, which is, to me at least, otherwise 
unintelligible." • 

*' For this purpose hath the gospe*l been 
preached even to the dead (i. e. the Gen- 
tiles,) that although they might be 
condemned, indeed, by men in the flesh, 
(their persecutors;) yet they niight live 
eternally by God in the spirit." — Mac- 
knight. 

*' For this cause was the gospel 
preached to them that were dead; that 
they who live according to men in the 
flesh, may be condemned; but that they 
who live according to God in the spirit, 
may live." — Knatchbxjll. 

With the above expositions of the term 
dead, the language of our Saviour and 
the apostle perfectly agrees. John xi: 
35: — " He that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live." * Eph. 
ii: 4,5, 6: — '* For God who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in 
3ins, hath quickened us together with 
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Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit to- 
gether in heavenly pJaces in Christ Je- 
sus." See also, to the same purpose, 
Colos. ii: 13. Here it is evident the 
apostle speaks of the unconverted, as 
dead; and those who had been truly con- 
verted to Christianity, as being quickened 
to life, and raised up to the enjoyment of 
spiritual blessings in Christ. But I need 
not multiply quotations nor arguments to 
prove that believers in Christ and his gos* 
pel, are represented in scripture as being 
alive; and that unbelievers are consider- 
ed dead. And I would ask, what reason 
have we to attach a different meaning to 
the words quick and dead in the passage 
under consideration? It has already 
been shown that the character ascribed to 
CbrisI as judge, by those inspired propli<- 
ets who foretold his coming into this 
world, was that of a ruler, king, or law- 
giver. The kingdom he received from 
God embraces ^' all people, nations, and 
languages" as its subjects; and conse- 
quently, all men, Jews and Gentiles, 
whether quickened to spiritual life by 
faith, or dead in unbelief and sin, are un- 
der obligation to obey him as their '^ Lord 
and Master;" and his government, or au- 
thority extends equally to '^ the quick and 
the dead" in the sense I have considered. 
But this will appear still mere obvious 
when we consider:-— 
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3. The time specified by thfl apostle, 
when Christ should ^^ judge the quick 
and the dead;" which was to be ^^ at hia 
appearing and kingdom." By attaching 
a literal signification to the words quick 
and dead, and by supposing that '^to 
judge" necessarily signified to try, or de- 
cide judicially, and to pass sentence on 
those who were to be judged, this passage 
has been referred to the close of time, 
and the final consummation of all things. 
But, if the remarks which have been 
made on the character of Christ as judge, 
and on the signification of the phrase 
''quick and dead" be correct, it is evi- 
dent, that so far as it has been considered 
necessary, in consequence of the common 
opinion of the meaning of these terms, 
to refer the " appearing and kingdom" 
mentioned, to the literal end of the world, 
or to any time yet future, this necessity is 
entirely done away; and we are prepared 
to enter more understandingly into the in^ 
quiry relative to the time predicted. On 
this point, I shall be under the necessity 
of repeating some of the testimonies 
which have been introduced in former 
numbers. 

Previous, however, to the introductiofi 
of the testimony on this point, I would 
remark, that what is generally styled the 
" kingdom of God," and " kingdom of 
Heaven" in the scriptures, Christ some- 
times calls '^his kingdom;" we may 
therefore consider them all synonimoua 
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expressions. Our Lord's authority for 
calling this kingdom his, we find in Luke 
xxii: 29, 30. Addressing those who had 
•continued with him in his temptations, he 
says: — '^ And I appoint unto you a king- 
dom, as my Father hath appointed unto 
me; that ye may eat and drink at my ta- 
ble in my kingdom." It has before been 
pbserved, that the same authority which 
God had formerly exercised over the Jews, 
was transferred to Christ on the abolition 
of the theocracy, and extiended so as to 
embrace the Gentiles also; and this will 
probably account, in some measure, for 
the promiscuous use of these terms by Je- 
sus and the inspired writers. That the 
coming and establishment of this kingdom 
was soon to take place at the time the 
apostles and evangelists wrote, I shall 
now proceed to show. 

Matt, iii: 2:— "Repent ye; for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand." xvi: 28; 
" Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man com- 
ing in his kingdom." Mark ix: 1 -.—"Ve- 
rily I say unto you, that there be some of 
them that stand here which shall not taste 
of death, till they have seen the kingdom 
of God come with power." Luke xxi: 31 
" When ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh 
at hand." The words immediately fol- 
lowing the passage before quoted .from 1 
Peter, iv: 4, 6, 6, are also worthy of at- 
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tention; and that the reader maj iho 
more readily discover their direct applica- 
tion to our subject, I will here quote the 
whole passage in connexion: — ^^Who 
shall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. For, for 
this cause was the gospel preached also 
to them that are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit. But^ 
the end of all things is at hand; be ye^' 
therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.^' 

From the above it appears plain that 
the coming of Christ ^' in his kingdom," 
was an event which, in the days of the 
apostles, was near at hand; and from the 
last cited passage, we learn that the judge 
was then prepared, or ready to execute 
his office towards ^'the quick and the 
dead." Peter also tells us that the " end 
of all things," i. e. all things established 
in the Mosaic covenant, was then ^^ at 
hand;" and these expressions * agree, not 
only with what Christ taught, but with 
the further language of this apostle in the 
17th verse of the same chapter: — "For 
the time is come that judgment must begin 
at the house of God." 

Having now examined all the passages 
in which the judgment of the dead, or the 
" quick and dead" by Christ is mention- 
ed; and having shown that none of them 
relate to an event yet future; I might, 
perhaps with propriety, dismiss thisjsub- 
ject. But as there is one other passage, 
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which has heen applied in the same man- 
ner as those I have considered, viz: to a 
judgment of the whole world by him, at a 
particular, specified period yet future, it 
will not be improper to notice it in thid 

?lace; and this I do the more readily, ad 
conceive it will throw additional light 
on those passages which have been ex- 
amined,, and confirm the views given of 
them. The passage to which 1 allude. 
18 Acts, xvii: 30, 31 : — " And the times of 
this ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men every where to 
repent; because he hath appointed a day 
ii: the which he will judge the world in ^ 
righteousness, by that man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given assur- 
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
faim from the dead." On this passage, 
the following particulars will claim atten- 
tion : — 

1. The times of ignorance which God 
winked at. Paul, in these words, was ad- 
dressing the Athenians, who, although en- 
lightened by science and philosophy, 
were entirely ignorant of the true God, 
aud sunk in the grossest polytheism and 
idolatry. This is apparent, not only 
from history, hut from the fact, that th0 
apostle found in th^ city, an altar in- 
scribed " to the unknown God." Taking 
advantage of this inscription, he proceed- 
ed to declare unto them thb true '' God 
that made the world;" who had given to 
them ^' life, and breath, and all tilings" 



86 

to enjoy; in whom all creatures ^Mive, 
and move, and have their being,'' and 
whose offspring they were. From God, 
he at length directed their minds to 
Christ, and to his resurrection from the 
dead, as the grand foundation of gos- 
pel truth. Previous to the mission of 
the Saviour, and the introduction of the 
gospel, the Jews were the only people 
who had been favored with any revela- 
tions from God; and consequently, all 
others remained in ignorance. That this 
ignofance was permitted, or ^^ winked 
at," we learn, not only from the above 
expression, but from the language of Paul 
on another occasion. At Lystra, when the 
idolatrous inhabitants would have offered 
sacrifices to him and Barnabas, he told 
them, that God had ^^in times past, suffered 
allnations to walk in their own ways" — ch. 
xiv: 16. As God had not, until that 
time, favored the Athenians, and other 
Gentile nations with a revelation, he is 
said to have " winked at," or permitted, 
not only their ignorance of him, as. the 
Creator and Supreme Judge of the Uni- 
verse, but also the neglect of those duties 
which he requires of all to whom he has 
revealed himself, his character, and au- 
thority. 

2. The command for all men, every 
where, at that time to repent. By re^ 

f eating, as it is here urged by the apostle, 
understand, liot merely a sorrow for sin, 
or a turning from evil; but an increase of 
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knowledge, or understanding; and tkis 
opinion, I think, is authorized by the sig- 
nification of the word in the original ren- 
dered to repent. This word signifies, lit- 
erally, an after-thought; and has been de- 
fined, not only to change one^a mind and 
cowiuct^ but also <o knowy or to understand 
afterwards J and from the language of the 
apostle, we very naturally infer, that the 
repentance which God thejt required of all 
men was something opposite to the igno- 
rance, which, till then^ he had suffered to 
continue. By the command, therefore, 
to repent, we may understand the apostle 
as cajling on the Athenians, and all other 
Gentiles, to know, to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the character and authority 
of the true God; and to obtain an under- 
standing of the principles of that kingdom 
be was about to establish in the . world by 
Christ; and as they were to be the sub- 
jects of that kingdom, he also calls on 
them to conform themselves in their 
lives and conduct to its principles and 
requirements. 

3. We may notice the reason asrsigned 
for the. commands, ^' because he hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained." By this lan- 
guage it is generally understood, that a 
day yet future is appointed, when God will 
judge, or try judicially, all mankind by 
Christ, and reward or punish them accord- 
ing to their works in this life. But we 
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iBay ask, if at this supposed day of jadg- 
ment^ all who have ever existed in the 
world are to be brought to trial fdr their 
conduct in life, and if all who shall have 
lived and died impenitent are then to be 
punished for tlieir impenitence^ what rea- 
son was there, in the days of the apostles, 
for calling on " all men every where to 
repent," wliich had not existed from the 
beginning of the world ? Are men to be 
punished by God for not doing that which 
he never required of them ? Will the 
gracious " Father of spirits" doom to 
remediless woe, millions of his own off- 
spring, for not performing a duty which 
he had never made known to them ? The 
thought is blasphemous. It is obvious 
that a reason existed at the time Paul 
addressed the Athenians, why all men 
should repent which did not exist pre- 
viously; and what was that reason? If 
the view which has been given of the 
character of Christ as judge, and the 
above definition of repentance be admit- 
ted correct, we readily discover the rea- 
son of the command. God had given to 
Christ a kingdom embracing Jews and 
Gentiles; and no one can enjoy the bles- 
sings of this kingdom, without understand- 
ing and conforming to its principles. It 
therefore became necessary, on the estab- 
lishment of this kingdom in the earth, 
that all its subjects should repent. But 
on the common view of this subject, the 
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i^ostle's language is witboot meaaing; it 
is absolutely absurd. 

. 4. The day appointed for God to judge 
the world by Christ. -Day, in scripture 
language, signifies, not only a literal day 
of twenty-four hours, but also a period 
of time,, an ag«, or dispensation. Thus 
Chria^t, addressing Jerusalem, says: — ^'^If 
tUou hadst known, even thou, at least in 
this thy day, the things which belong to 
thy peace." By d^y, our Savioui here, 
undoubtedly meant the day or dispensa- 
tion of the Jews. Paul, to the I^omans, 
says: — '^ thy night is far spent, th^ day is 
at. hand;" i. e. the night of Jewish and 
heathenish darkness is drawing to a close; 
and the day of gospel light is fast ap- 
proaching; for although the Jewish dis- 
pensation was called a day, yet, when 
compared with that of the gospel, it was 
as night to day. It will be recollected 
that Christ was to ""^ judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and kingdom;" 
and this appearing, and the establishment 
of his kingdom in the earth, it has been 
shown were events long since transpired. 
The day, therefore, in which God was to 
^' judge the world in righteousness" by 
Jesiis Christ, we may consider the gospel 
day. This glorious day has commenced; 
and it will continue, shining brighter and 
brighter, until all shall confess that ^' Je- 
sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father;" for he must continue tp 
judge, or ^' reign till be hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet." 
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5. Lastly ji tre maj^ notice the assurance 
which God hath given to all men, that be 
will thus judge, or govern the world in 
righteousness by Christ. This assurance 
was the raising of Christ from the dead; 
but, on the common view of the charac- 
ter of Christ, as God, and as jufige, what 
assurance could his resurrection give to 
all men, that he would judge the world in ' 
the manner which is generally believed? 
If he were really God, as well as man, 
as his divine nature was impassible, and 
could not suffer^ when his human >nature 
expired on the cross, this must have de- 
parted from him and gone to heaven, 
where it eternally remains, seated on the 
throne of judgment; and if, as God, he is 
to judge the world, and condemn the wick- 
ed, where was the necessity of a resur- 
rection of his human nature? and what 
assurance could this give, that he would 
finally judge all mankind as God ? But 
on the supposition that as a judge, he wad 
to rule or govern the world, by virtue of 
authority delegated to him from the Fath- 
er, we at once discover the force and 
propriety of this language of the apostle. 
He was predicted by the prophets in the 
character of a king, or lawgiver; and in 
this character the Jews expected him to 
appear. But whe* they saw that he made 
no pretensions to earthly power, and thai 
he was not likely to deliver them from 
their temporal enemies, they rejected all 
his authority as u spiritual rule^ and 
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teacher; and in order to evade all his 
pretensions, they put him to death; and 
by this act flattered themselves they had 
forever avoided his attempts to judge or 
rule them in a«y manner. His resurrec- 
tion from the dead was therefore neces- 
sary to assure all men <xf the divinity and 
authority of his mission; and hencie Paul 
says of him, Rom. i: 4, that he wsti^ "^'de- 
clared to be the Son of God wffH'|)ower, ^'^ 

according to the spirit of holine^,'by the 
resurreetion from the dead." Had Jesus 
remained under the power of death, all 
his pretensions to authority^as the Son of 
God, and the p^romised Messiah, would 
have been proved false; and his name 
would either have been soon forgottert, or 
handed down on the pages of history, as 
that of a vile impostor, who had met his 
just reward.^ But, as the bars of death 
could not retain him, and as he had arisen 
a triumphant conquorer over thQ grave, 
this fact gives us the strongest possible 
assurance, that as a Lord and King he 
will continue to exercise his high author- 
ity over all things, until he shall have 
accomplised the glorious purpose of his 
Father, — destroyed death, the last enemy 
of man, and reconciled a world to God 
through the blood of his cross* And 
then, but not till then, will he deliver up 
his kingdom to the Father from whom he 
received it. 
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JESSA¥ NO« VII. 

• 

Matt, xxvi: 64. — " Hereafler shall ye 
Bee the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven." These words were spoken 
by Jesus, on his examination hefore the 
high priest, who had adjured him by the 
living God, to tell whether he was the 
Christ, the Son of God. In answer to 
this adjuration, Christ says, ^^ Thou hast 
said: nevertheless I say unto you, hereaf- 
ter ye shall see," &c. On this passage, 
Dr. A. Clarke has the following remarks: 
*^ Thou Juisi said; that is, I am the Christ, 
the promised Messiah; and you and this 
whole nation shall shortly have the fullest 
proof of it; for hereafter, in a few years, 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power ^ fully invested with ab- 
solute dominion, and coming in the clouds 
■jof heaveny to execute judgment upon this 
wicked race." Wakefield translates the 
passage as follows: — '^Moreover I tell 
you, ye will soon se^ the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of divine power, 
and coming upon the clouds of heaven." 
The parallel passages are Mark, xiv: 62, 
which is precisely the same as in Matthew, 
and Luke, xxii: 69, which varies a little 
from the others. ^'Hereafter shall the Son 
of man sit on the right hand of the power 
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of God." 'This pas.i?age Wakefield ren- 
ders, " Henceforth will the Son of man 
sit on the right hand of the power of 
God;^' and Dr. Clarke, instead of herectf- 
tevy or henceforihy says, " from this very 
time, (^apo ton nun) the kingdom of God 
is now going to be set up." No argu- 
ments can be necessary to show that this 
prediction was long since fultilled. 

John xiv: 3, 28, are the next passages 
in order; but as they evidently relate to a 
different subject, they will be reserved for 
a future number. John xxi: 22. — " If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee? follow thou me." On this pas- 
sage there is a great diversity of opinion 
artiougst commentators; and without ex- 
pressing any decided opinion of my own, 
I will give a brief abstract of those which 
have been advanced by others, and leave 
my readers to make their own deductions. 
1. Some have supposed from these words, 
that Jolin, the beloved disciple, concern- 
ing whom they were spoken, should never 
die; but should live in the earth until the 
close of time and general resurrectioni of 
the dead, when he should be changed 
from corruptible to incorruption without 
suffering natural death. The next verse, 
however, does not seem to countenance 
this opinion, although it shows its exist- 
ence at that period; for we there read, — 
'^ Then went this saying abroad among 
the brethren, that that disciple should not 
die; yet Jesus said not unto him, he shall 
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not die; but, if I will that he tarry till 1 
come, what is that to thee?" 2. Other* 
suppose our Lord intimated that John 
should live till he came to destroy Jeru- 
salem and the Jewish nation. If thii^ 
opinion should be adopted^ we shall then 
find in our Saviour^s language, a predic- 
tion which was literally fulfilled; for John^ 
and he alon& survived this calamitouS' 
event; and afterwards wrote the gospel 
and epistles bearing his name. S. It is 
contended by some, that this language of 
our Saviour should be understood as fol- 
lows: — If I will that he tarry till I come 
and take him away hy a natural death ^ 
what is that to thee? follow (hou (Peter) 
me to thy cructjixion. In support of this 
opinion, it is urged, tli at John was the 
only one of the twelve who died a natural 
death; all the others having been put to 
death by violence'. 4. Others supposed 
thai our Lord wished to take Peter aside^ 
1*6 i: the purpose of saying something to 
him in priva'te; and that by this expression: 
we are to understand him as directing 
John to remain in the place where he then 
was, until he and Peter should return. It 
is not material to the inquiry before" us,, 
which of these opinions, if either, we 
adopt; for 1 do not conceive that the pas- 
sage can be possibly so construed as tot 
teach a future coming of Christ, either to 
judge, or punish any portion of mankind. 
Passing over, for the present, twa 
passages in the" Acts of the Apostles:^ 
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which 1 shall apply to a different coming 
of Christ from what has been yet consid- 
eredjthe next in order which occurs rs 
1 Cor. iv: 5. — " Therefore judge nothing 
before the time; until the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make mani- 
fest' the counsels of the hearty and then 
shall every man have praise of God." 
This passage, I believe, is generally ap- 
plied to a coming of the Lord yet future, 
and to a general judgment of all mankind; 
when the secr(^ts of all hearts shall be 
laid open before an assembled universe; 
and every individual receive a just retri- 
bution, not only for his works, but for all 
his thoughts. Against this application I 
shall oppose the two following objections: 
1. If, at Christ's coming, he were to 
judge all men in this manner, we should 
rationally suppose he would himself have 
mentioned it in some of his teachings, 
when he foretold his comingto judgment. 
Every passage in the New Testament in 
which he speaks of coming to judge, or 
reward men according to their works, has 
been examined; and it has been shown 
that none of them, without expressly con- 
tradicting his own declarations, can be 
applied to a coming, or judgment yet fu- 
ture. Ob the contrary, we have seen 
that he unequivocally declared he would 
come in his glory, with his angels, and re- 
ward every man according to his works, 
during the continuance of the generation, 

f2 
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then alive on the earth. How then, I ask) 
on the common application of this pas- 
sage, can we account for the silence of the 
divine teacher on so important a point? 
and how can we account for the fact, that 
this sentiment, if true, should, for the first 
time in the New Testament, be mentioned 
in the very indefinite manner it is men- 
tioned in the language of the apostle now 
under consideration ? Paul speaks of the 
Lord's coming as an event which was 
well understood bj those he addressed; 
and if they understood what was meant by 
his coming, they undoubtedly understood 
likewise, the nature of the judgment 
which was at the same time to take place. 
But, how could they understand any 
thing of a judgment, which neither Christ 
nor the apostle had ever mentioned be- 
fore ? I leave it to those who apply the 
passage in this manner, to remove this 
objection. 2. Adn^ittingthis application 
of the passage to be correct, it would 
prove something very different from what 
IS generally understood by it. The apos- 
tle says, ^'and then*^—yfhen the Loipd 
shall come — at the very time he shall 
<^ bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness," and '^ make manifest the coun- 
sels of the hearts,"-'^shall every man have 
praise of God." Universalists, I believe, 
have never been in the habit of applying 
this passage in proof of their doctrine; 
but admitting the application of it which 
we are now considering to be the true 
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one, it would furaislbt irrefragable proof of 
the truth of their sentiments; for/when 
evety man shall have praise of Godj cer- 
tainlj there can be none under his eternal 
^' wrath and. curse, ^^ 

By consulting the content we learn that 
the Apostle had been reproving his Co- 
rinthian brethren for their oarnality , which 
was manifested in the envyings, strifes, 
contentions, and divisions which prevailed 
amonesCthem; for while some professed 
to be nis disciples, others said they were 
of ApoUos; and having introduced these 
names, party contentions were the conse- 
quences. He next directs their attention 
to the only foundation of iaith which 
could be laid, and on which alone they 
could btt^ild their hopes, viz: Jesus Christ; 
and tells them that whatever works they 
should build on this foundation should be 
tried by fire, and that the day should de- 
clare them; that if any man's work should 
stand the test of that day, he should re- 
ceive a reward; but if any man's work 
should be burned, he should suffer loss, 
&c. What day had the Apostle here in 
view? The obvious answer to this ques- 
tion is, the day when Christ should '^come 
in the glory of his Father, with his an- 
gels," and ^' reward every man according 
to his works;" which day Christ himself 
declared should come before some who 
heard him should ^' taste of death." See 
Matt, yvi: 27, 28. As this day, at this 
coming of the Lord, was to reveal, or de- 
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dare every man's works; as it was to he^ 
a day of affliction and severe trial even to 
true christians) ^' the house of God/' at 
whichthe judgment waste begin; and as 
it was to test the sincerity of the profes- 
sions of ally and determine who were the 
true followers of Christ, and who were 
not, it was natural for the apostle, using 
the peculiar and strong language of the 
age, to say that Christ, at that day, should 
^' bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and make manifest the counsels 
of the hearts;" and that each (as Widce* 
field renders it, instead of €«eri/ man,) who 
should be proved a sincere follower of Je- 
sus, by the trial of t.hat day, should then 
have ^'praise of God." If the above 
views should be considered erroneous, 
and it should still be contended that the 
passage applies to an event yet future, 
when the secret conduct and thoughts of 
all men shall be made manifest; 1 have 
only to observe, it inoontestibly proves 
that when that period arrives, ^' every 
man shall have praise of God;" and not 
that a part shall be subjected to such 
judgment and condeYnnation as is gene- 
rally contended for. 

1 Cor. xi: 26. — "For as ofien as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord's death till he come." As 
there is nothing said in this passage, ei* 
ther of judgment, punishment, or the re- 
surrection of the dead, in connexion with 
the coming of the Lord; and as it is im* 
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material to the inquiry before ii«.to de- 
termine what coming is h^re intended, I 
shall pass it over without further remarks. 
Besides these passages, in which the . 
coming of Christ is directlj mentioned, 
there are several of similar import, which 
speak of the day of Christy and the day 
Qj ih€ Lord; all of which, excepting one 
in 2 Thess. ii: S, I shall now proceed to 
notice, together with some others which 
mention the coming of Christ. Phil, i: 6, 
'^ Being confident of this very thing, that 
he which hath begun a good work in you, 
will perform it until the day of Christ." 
Ver. 10, *^ That ye may be sincere and 
without offence till the day of Christ." 
ii. 16, ^^That I may rejoice in the day of 
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
labored in vain." From the context of 
the last' cited passage it is plain that the 
apostle alluded to a day of Christ then 
near at hand. Commencing at ver. 14, 
he aays, ^'Do all things without murmur- 
iugs and repinings; that ye may be blame- 
less and harmless, the sons of God, with- 
out rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom ye 
shine as* lights in the world; holding forth 
the word of life, that I may rejoice in the 
day of Christ," &.c. No argument can be 
necessary to show that the day of Christ 
was to come whilst those he addressed 
should continue ^'as lights" in the midst 
of that '^crookedl and perverse nation;" 
and therefore it must have been during 
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their lives on the earth; and we have no 
reason to believe he would have mention- 
ed different comingSy or days of Christy in 
such similar language, so nearly together 
in the same epistle. By comparing 1 Cor. 
i. 7, 8. 1 Tim. vi. 14, and James v. 7, 8, 
with the passages under consideration, 
we shall readily perceive that the phrases 
coming of Christy and day of Christ are 
synonymous expressions; and are used in- 
discriminately in the scriptures, to denote 
one and the same event. 

To the above passages, we may add the 
following;—! Thes. i. 10, "And to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whoni he raised 
from the dead, even Jesus, which deliver- 
ed us from the wrath to come." ii. 19, 
^^For what is our hope,, or joy, or crown 
ofrejoicing? Are not ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming P" 
iii. 13, " To the end he may establish 
your hearts unblameable in holiness be- 
fore God, eveti our Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his 
saints." v. 23, "And I pray God -your 
whole spirit, and soul, and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 2 Thes. iii*. 5, "And 
the Lord direct your hearts into the love 
of God, and into the patient waiting for 
Christ." 2 Tim. iv. 8, "Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge shall 
give me at that day ; and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love bis ap- 
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{^Baring." Tit. ii. 13, 14, ^^Looking for 
that blesfled hope, and the glorious ap« 
pearins of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.'' Heb. x. 25, 
^^And so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching." Ver. 37, "For yet a little 
while, and he that shaircome will come, 
and will not tarry." James v. 7, 8, " Be 
patient therefore, brethren, unto the com- 
ing of the Lord. Behold the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fhiit of the earth, 
and hath long patience for it, until he re- 
ceive the early and the latter rain; be ye 
also patient; stablisb your hearts; for the 
coming of the L,<>radrawethniffb." iPet. 
i. 7, "That the trial of your niith, being 
much more precious than of sold that per- 
isbeth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise, and honor, and glo- 
ry, at the appearing of Jesus Christ." 
ver. 13, "Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your mind, be sober, and hope perfectly for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ." iv. 12,13, 
'^Beloved, think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is 4o try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto 
you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ's sufferings, that when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy." Ver. 17, *Tor 
the time is come that judgment must be- 
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gin at the house of God.'* ▼. 4, ^'Aad 
when the chief Shepherd riiall appeur, jre 
flhall reoeive a crown of glor j that fadeth 
not away." 1 John ii. 28, "And now, 
little ehildren, abide in him; that when he 
shall appear^ we maj have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his 
coming. " These passages can require no 
additional observations. 

2 Peter i. 10, "For we have not follow- 
ed cunningly devised fables, when we 
made known unto you the p<n¥er and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye-witnesses of his majesty." In this 
passage and its connexion, the apostle 
evidently alludes tothe fabulous accounts 
of the heathen of the descent of their gods 
on the earth; and he assures his brethren, 
that in their declarations of the coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and of 
his power in working miracles, he and his 
fellow apostles had not followed these fa- 
bles; but had spoken ^^the things" which 
they had "seen and heard." There is 
also an obvious allusion to the transfigur- 
atioB of Christ on the mount, of which 
himself, James ted John were eye^mlnes^ 
868. See the two foHowkig verses, and 
Mat. xvii. 1—5. 

1 Thes. V. 1 — 4, "But of the times and 
seasons, brethren^ ye have no need that I 
write unto you, for yourselves know per- 
fectly that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night; for when they shall 
say, peace and safety, then sudden de* 
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stractioQ come|h upon them as travail 
upoaa woman with child; and they shall 
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkness, that that day should overtake 
you as a thief." This passage would re-^ 
quire but few, if any remarks, were it not 
that the apostle , in the preceding chapter, 
from verse 13, to the end, had been speak- 
ing of a coming, or descending of the 
Lord from heaven, at the resurrection of 
the literally dead ; and were it not also, 
that in 2 Pf3ter iii, it is supposed the com- 
ing of the day of the Lov^ as a ihtefin the 
night is mentioned in connexion with the 
close of time, or thp destruction of the ma- 
terial universe. I shall only observe, in 
relation to this passage, that the language 
used by the apostle perfectly accords with 
that employed by our Saviour, when pre- 
dicting his coming to punish that sinful 
generation for their wickedness. See 
Matt. xxiv. 38 — 44, and the remarks on 
that passage in N6. V. The reader will 
also observe that this language is very 
similar to what is used in various passages 
quoted from^ the writings of the apostles, 
in this number; all of which most obvious* 
ly relate to an event which was expected 
then soon to take place. Should it be 
said,^ the apostles were under a mistake 
respecting the time of the coming of 
Christ, or the day of Christ, then I reply, 
we m.iy give up their whole testifnony; 
and abandon at once our bolief in Chris- 
tianity. 
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SPeter iii. la, « But the day of ihe 
Lord will come as a thief in the night; iit 
(he which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and 
the works that are therein shalt be burned 
up.'* In order to an illustration of this 
passage, it will be necessary to quote the 
apostle's language from the 3d, to the 
15th verse of this chapter. 3, "Knowing 
this first, that *il?ere shall come in the last 
days scoffers, talking after their own 
lusts, 4, and si^^ihe, where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things* continue as they were 
from the beginning of the world. 5, For 
this they \^illingly are ignorant of, that by 
the word of Godj jthe heavens were of old', 
and the .earth standing out of the water 
and in the water; '6, whereby the world 
that then Vvas^ being overflowed with wa- 
ter, perisfied'; 7,' but the heavens and the 

..earth, which are now, ty the same word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the (a) day of 'judgment and per- 
dition of^ingodly mep. 8, But, beloved*, 

' .be not Ignorant of this ohe thing, that one 
day is with the Lord a^ a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 9, The 
Lord is hot slack concerning his promise, 
as some meii count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to US-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to 

"fepentance. 'IQjBtit the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night; in the 
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tvhich the heavens shaN pasd away \(^ith a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also, and the 
works that are therein shall be burned up. 
11, Seeing then that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness; 12, looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, where- 
in the heavens being on tire shall be dis- 
solved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent-heat? 13, NevertheJess we, ac- 
cording to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a* new earth wherein dwel- 
leth righteousness. 14, Wherefore, be- 
loved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot and blameless; 15, 
and account that the long-suffering of our 
Lord is salvation." 

Inverse 3, Peter speaks of scoffers^ 
who should appear in the "last days." 
That the phriases last daySy and last times 
were applied by the apostles to their own 
times, is evident from the following pas- 
sages; — Acts ii. 16, 17. " This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel, 
and it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, that I will pour out of my 
spirit upon all flestf." Heb. i. 1,2, "God, 
who at sundry times, and in diverse man- 
ners spake in times past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son." 1 Peter i. 
20, "Who (Christ) verily was fore-or*- 
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dained before ^the |bundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for 
you." 1 John ii. 18, " Little children, 
it is the last time; and as ye have heard 
that antichrist shall come, even naw are 
there are many antichrists, whereby we 
know that it is the last time." As the apos- 
tle had predicted the speedy coining in 
judgment of theSon of God,these unbeliev-' 
ers began to scoff, and to ridicule their 
predictions, verse 4.- In the next two 
verses, he ad verts to the deluge; and says, 
"the world that then was, being overflow- 
ed with water, perished." What world 
was i( which perished ? Certainly not 
the literal heavens and earth; but the in- 
habitants of the earth, who, in scripture 
language, are frequently called the world. 
This destruction is evidently introduced 
as an example of the destruction which 
awaited the ungodly at that time; and 
had, together with the destruction of So- 
dom and Gomorrah, been before alluded to 
by him for the same purpose. See ch. ii. 
5 — 9. Our Lord also, when speaking 
of this same event, had mentioned the 
overthrow of the old world, and of those 
cities as 'an example. See Luke xvii. 
26 — 30. It has already been shown (No. 
lY.) that the scripture writers use the 
terms heavenSj and heaven and earth in de- 
scribing the overthrow, or destruction of 
nations; they are therefore, in accord- 
ance with this usage, very properly in- 
troduced by the apostle in predicting, or 
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rather in describing the approaching over- 
throw of the Jewish nation, and the abo- 
lition of the Mosaic economy. At verse 
13, he says — Nevertheless we, according 
to promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness." The promise to which he alludes 
is found Isa. Ixv. 17, 18, and Ixvi. 22, 
which all conimentators agree in applying 
to the gospel dispensation, or covenant; 
and the reader, by consulting these pas- 
sages with their contexts, will I think, be 
convinced that this is the only propei' ap- 
plication which can be made of them. At 
verse 7, he proceeds to show, that the 
" heavens and earfh" which then were-, 
or the generation then on the earth, were 
'^reserved unto fire against the (a) day of 
judgment and4)erdition of ungodly men." 
As water was th^ instrument of the de- 
struction of the antediluvians, so fire was 
to be the instrument in destroying Jeru- 
salem; and it is therefore properly intro«- 
duced as an emblem of the destruction, 
not only of that city, biit of the nation at 
large. We have also seen, in consider- 
ing 2 Thes. i. 6 — 10, that when our Lord 
should come in judgment, he was to be 
"revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire." That "a day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men" 
did come on that "crooked and perverse 
nation" and generation, is a point which 
no one will dispute; but if any tHing fur- 
ther can be necessary to justify the appli- 
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cation I have made of this language, I 
would refer the reader to Luke, xxi. 22y 
when our Saviour, speaking of this very 
time, says — "for these be the days of 
vengeance, that all things which are writ- 
ten maybe fulfilled"', and also to ). Thes. 
ii. 16, where the apostle, when speaking 
of the same people, says, as the passage 
is rendered by Wakefield, " complete 
p^unishment is overtaking them." 

On the supposition that Peter, in the 
above passages, was speaking of a day 
of the Lord then near at hand, and of a 
destruction which was then coming on 
that corrupt nation, all his language, 
in connexion, will appear plain and con* 
sistent. Iq verse 9, he says, God is "not 
willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance," as much as 
to say — he is still waiting to be gracious — 
still giving them an opportunity, by re- 
penting and embracing the gospel, to 
escape that heavy judgment which was im- 
pending over them. Ver. 12, is a still 
further confirmation of this view of the 
subject; " Looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God." On 
the supposition that this " day of God" 
was not to come for thousands of years 
from that time, with what propriety could 
he admonish his brethren to be " looking 
for and hasting to the coming" of that 
day.^ He also exhorts them, ver. 14, to 
"be diligent," that they "may be found of 
bim in peace;" and directs them, ver. 15, 



40 ^' ^fiiioW^ tjiMt ike IdBf ftti^riDgof oii# 
JUordipj9Alv#|iciD.^' ^jut hawcml4 this 

i{^w fl^uid (bo j^uttii^g o4f ,j9f thif dny of 

jli4giiiefi( i«fieet^be ^alvMio^ of ti)O0e iirho 

■IwnW ^iff^e Q.ved apd 4iie4 itHHi«f^« of 

ji9^99 frevio^Hflj ? Th0 ^oummu ikppUcA* 

iipi^ ^ ^^ ii^b^pi^r XKKt oalj ivtr^qUiCM 
j^^fiuii^m 4|i»4 f B^onpi^tfMM^ io^ ihe lan- 
^s^(^ tbe ii|Hi«tlf9| bA^ the wpBt pftlpar 

nf^ymgf 9«fa^ 4te l^ fopoi^b vrith lea 
«i^»tfV^W«V,Mli t#^9iHH^ifH2e alUh^«r^ 

inilftdiljr Mim l^p W aM 4M^ ungodiy 

M»0»4^ 9PMM bll«9 j0pok(Hl «g«m«t 

4p^li« jPhfii#tHk« wmlA \U l«rg^; 4Md coo- 
.iMi^if^nllf 9 Ab^ pr^i$tj««i If f ^be ^^omii^ 

#f(th0 tiQ^d io wbmh 4bp MpBjtJa i41i]de#i 
icimiif^ be jli9(nM«K^<l ^ 1m ^tlnatratioa 
of the subject under consideration. On 
Ver. 15, Dr. A. Clarke observes: — "This 
is a very strange verse as to its comjiosi- 
tion, and is loaded with various readings; 
Ihe MSS. and Veniona being at little 
agreement among themselves, on its phra- 
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seologj." Add to Ibis, tlie allusion to an 
apocrjpthftl book of too IKtle valae to be 
preservedy and the doubtful autheMieity of 
the epistle itself, and I think no one will 
be disposed to predicate any priBGiple of 
doctrine on the authority of tbie passage. 
But, admitting the genuineness and an-* 
tfaority of the epistle, and that the prophe- 
ctio which it alludes was the true predict 
tion of a genuine prophet, there is no 
reason to suppose the passage has refe- 
rence to anj other coining of Christ, or 
anj other judsraent than what has been 
already considered. On the other hand, 
the similarity of the language to that of 
Peter, and the alhision te the temporal 
destruction of Sodom and GoniOirrah, as 
*^ an example," are circumstances wUdi 
go far to conirm the opinio^ that the judg* 
ment predicted was to b^ temporal. The 
mention of ^^ eternal fire" will fuimiah no 
objection to this Wew; for it is aupposed, 
that in the days of the apostles, the foe 
by which those cities were destroyed, was 
still burning. This fife wits probably, at 
that time, of a volcanic nature; and the 
place where those cities formerly stood, 
and where the fire then raged, is now 
covered by the lake Asphaltites, or dead 
sea. 
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KSSAT. KO. VIII. 

2. TheM. li: 1~1^.~« Now we be- 
seech you, brethren, by the com\ag of 
our Lord Jesvs Chruit, and by our galh- 
•ring together unto him, that ye be not 
soon ihaken In mmd, or be troubled, ilei* 
ther by «pmt, nor by word, nor by letter 
at froBi us, at that the day of Christ is at 
iMfid. ' Let no man deceive you by any 
means; for that day shall not oome, ex- 
eapt there pome a fiiHing away (apostana) 
first, and that man of sin be rev^ealed, the 
son of perdition; who opposeth and ex- 
altetk himself above all that is called 
Ood, or that is worshipped; so that h^, as 
Ood, sttteth in the temple of God, shew- 
ing hifflBelf that he is God. Remember 
je not, thai when I was yet with you I 
tbld you these things ?, And now ye know 
whai withholdeth that he might be revealed 
in his time. For the mystery of iniquity 
doth already wmrk, oaly he who now let- 
t0th will let, until he be taken out of the 
way: and then shall that wicked be re- 
vealed, whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of his mouth, and 0hall destroy 
Mriththe brightness of his coming; even 
bim^'whose coming is after the working of 
Ssian, with, all power, and iigns, and lyf^ 
ing wonders^ and with all deceivableness 
#f unrighteousness in them that perish; 
fao^iase they received not the love of the 
truth) that tltey^i^ht be saved. And for 
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tbifl cause God shall send them cftrong de* 
lusion, that the^ should hii^lieve a lie; that 
thej all migfrf he dain^ed^ who believed 
Bot the truth, btn hitd plelisiif ^ m voriglit- 
••usnesB.'' 

^ Few passogcjs: of script iireblbve glv«i» 
ttse to a greater 4vr^mity t£ dpBrioni 
among eritles: aad eoittmeatirtots th«n tkm 
abore. It has already been sbowik (sea 
No. 1.) tbtft in this pMsiage fbe sip«stie Mi 
SQDpoded to predict; a tammf if Chrui 
dinerent froas adjr other eoHsiiig niea tie s roi 
in the New Testament; snd eoaiiequeift* 
ly^ manj attempts have beelt made to fin 
the time here predieted, and to point aol 
the particulaif etents speeified hy ihm in** 
spired petmsan. That the ie^w&ef taif 
kaye someidsa of the diffieoh^ wbith kii 
attended lie attctepti^ to ejtpisi* tins pas4 
iage, I laj bef>fe hiAi the fbtt^Wifeg ab>« 
atrsct of c^wnioas wbieb ba?e been Hd* 
tanced in f^latiM ie> it, wUdi I toffy 
from the commentory of Dr. A. Cfairke« 
^<h The general son of lVo#«il«n« #rl» 
ter« understand the wlK>le as rtofbtrivg to 
the popn and Ckar^k tf B«$Mf or tlw 
whole system of the p^ptteu, 2; Others 
tbittk the defeetion of the Je^sUk miKm 
from their allegiance to the Roman enlpe'- 
ror^ is what as to be understood by the 
aposi^ey^or fallmg off; and that all tbe 
other terms refer to the i^sfrvdiiMi cf <A* 
rutakm. 3. The lVif*«rs understood the 
mniiehrist to bis Intended; but ^ this p«i^ 
son they seem jto ha vet Ibrmed lie specifta 



idea. 4« Dr. JXtmnond f^hn t^ <a^««<' 
iMjfto the, defe^ioB oi the prinitive 
Christiaiui to the GfM$Hc kertwji; and tap* 
poses tliaty by the iiMifi o^ stn, and ton q^ 
jMnUtoHy Suaon Jfag««, is meant. 5, 
Orelitit a^pUee the whole to Cairn Ca$mr. 
6. WtUtem applies the ap^Hmey loihe re* 
bollioa and slaughter of the three, priacea 
that were proclaimed by the Roman ar« 
miesjpreviously to the reign of Fespanan; 
and supposed jTUns, and the Fiaiita»/at]H«> 
/y, to be intended by the mmn 9f #i», and 
9on9f ftrdHitm. 7. iSc4o«lgefi contends^ 
strongly^ that the wbote refers to the case 
of the Jews, incited to rebellion by the 
Soribesand Pharisees; and to the utter 
and final destruction of the Rabhimic' and 
Pharisate system; and thinks he finds 
something in their spirit and conduct, and 
is what has happened to them, to iliustrate 
every word in this prophecy. Sri Whkb^ 
is nearly of the same sentiments* 0. Co/* 
sKt follows, in the main^ the interpretation 
given hy the ancient FmikerMy and won* 
Sets at the want of eandor in the Protest- 
aat writers, who have gleaned up every 
abusivo tale >- against the bishops and 
iihurch of I^me; and asks them, Would 
they be willing that the Catholics should 
credit all the aspersions cast on Pro* 
testaatism by its enemies B 9. Bishop 
JVetffton has examined the whole prophecy 
with his usual skill and judgment. He 
applies the whole to the KomiMh Church; 
the apotiacy^ its defection from the pure 
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d^driBMof CkHfl|nuiiiy;«nd tlie tttan. ^ 
M% fyc^ the geserftl .gtte^ession of lb#. 
|H>p«s of Rome. The priocifal part of 
nodero eemmeiit^toNi follow hissteps." . 

Siich are the opioions which have beea 
advanced by the moit erainettl cooEittie^ 
tators on this difficult passage. On a 
coQEiparisan. of the above opinioBS) it will 
be pecoeived tbiU the first aad niath very 
neacVj, if not altogether agrees as also 
the third luad eighth, and second and sev*, 
^nth. Theiburth, fjflth, and sixths diffef. 
essentially y not only from each other, but 
from all the rest.. The different applica* 
tions, therefore, which have been made of 
the passage, are in s'jbptance included in 
the six following:*^!. To the Jewish na-' 
tton. S. To Antichrist. 3. To Simon 
Magus, and to the Gnostic heresy. 4.— » 
To Cains Cesar. 5. To the three princ* 
es, Galba, Otho, and YitelJius, proclaimed 
emperors by the Reman army; and to 
Titus and the Flavian family; and 6. To 
4he Popes and chfirch of Rome. As the 
latter opinion &p|Miars to be general* 
ly embraced by Protestant Christians, 
and as it has been maintained with great 
learning and ability, I will, previoiMly to 
a direct investigation of the scripture t«s* 
timooy, give the reader an abstract of the- 
reasoning of Bishop Newton, abridged 
from his dbsertation on the prophecy 
contained in this portion of scripture. 

Respecting the apo^taey^ or falling 
ikfvatf, mentioned in ^ver. 3, be says, it Is 



^^'plftliify ^oot lof & dvif, but of m rtelifiotts 
naturt; sot a reTolt from the gowf nment, 
Init a dtffeotion dfom the troo religton «ii 
worship." The descriptioa of the mctn of 
•III, ter. 4, fafe thinke is borrowed from 
Dan. ▼«: 35, and xi: 90. This mtm cf 
mtiy he says, ^ may sigsify, either a single 
aaa^ora suoeession of men; a sueees* 
■ion of meti baiog meant in Daniel, it lis 
nrobahle that the same was iirtended here 
«lso." The '< temple of God," in which 
it is said he shall sit, he considers the 
eboroh; and h^ his sitting there, his *^ rv^ 
ling and presiding" in the church, and 
^f claimiiig divine authority in things spir- 
itual as well as i^m poral . ' ' His op posing 
and exalting himself <' aboye all' that is 
called God," he says signifies, <* he shall 
oppose, and exalt himself, not only above 
inferior magistrates, (who are sometimes 
called gods in hol^ writ,) but even above 
the greatest emperors; and shall arrogate 
to lumself divine honors." On verses 
^, 6, 7, he observes) ^' it appears that the 
man e/*-nfi was not then revealed; hi$ Ume 
was not come; or the season of his raani-* 
imtation. The mystery of iniquity was 
indeed already working; the seeds of cor- 
rttption were sown; but they were not 
grown up to maturity ; the man of tin was 
yet hardly conceived ; it must be some*- 
time before he eould be brought forth; 
there wae some obstacle that hindered his 
appearing." This obstacle, he thinks, 
with the early Fi|tiier«, was the Boman 
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jeoBniaM'wilhihe BfMt ^-hiBmnu^msA 
ifhslrof Mrilh Ake brigiiftiaM -of JiiBicm*- 
inf." H^Q thcs iR«Me In jrenmrki, ^stf 
itfame ftvo chuifies rtibr to two diatmct 4iad 
liiflferaDt 0Ffiot8, die iiMiMiing naivifiMiagr 
i$, Atoi;L»id Jetm ssbail grmatty qoii>- 
•mowkiin vMk thefreerpceaobing'iNid^ai^ 
itc«tla»«#ihiaiiiNinl;.aitd BfaaU-utteriy d»- 
•tMQr Mm at ins seocaid edoiiig^.in tl^» 
^oTf •£ hitlkDusr, with ftll the holy a»- 
tgels. If these two cleases relate toooe 
•«iidil»i88nie event, it is a flmtmKBm.ymtf 
aisaal in the saMredL, as wflfllesiotheroiye*- 
•tal wrttiacB; wad ihe purpeet yimMy is, 
-that the Lord Jesus shaM destroy 'him 
^ith the greatest faeilkf, wkm k€ skaU 
be rtvimUdfrfrtm ^eenris aa the Afiostle has 
foxpresaed it io the preoediog ebapter^'' 
AAeat thus notickig the aevemi ▼ereas 
'sepatalelj/the learned Bishop obaerves: 

^^ Upon this snrvej, these»i^»pears little 
rooan to doubt oi the genuMie seoea and 
inaaDitig of the passage. The Thessalo^ 
fliana were aiarowd, as if the end of the 
-world was at lMind« The apoatle, to c«f» 
refit theirmistakes^aBcl dissipate their feara 
esaores them thet a great apoataksy, ord^ 
-fectioti of the ChristiaDs, from the ime 
ftiiib and woniliipy mast happen befofe the 
eiesning of Christ. This apoetae^, ajl 
-the ooacnrrent marks and characters ertll 
justify us in eliarging upon the chnreh 
of Rdme. The true Ohristiaii mMiihtP 
is the worah^raf |4e sua mdf ^hdyikrfmgk 
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tike one oiU^ Medmiory the imm Ct&tH«l 
JtBus; aokd from tkas worship the church 
of Rome hag most notoriously departed, 
by Buhstitutiiig other mettialorsi and tnro^ 
eatiog ocnd adoring Bainta and angela. 
And are not the merabers of the church 
of Romeguiky «f idolatry, in the wdr* 
abip of ifnagee, in the Adoration of the 
host, in the tDvoeation of angels and 
saints, and in thtf ohlation of prayers and 
praises to the Virgin Mary? This is the 
grand corruption of the Christian church; 
this is the apostacy^ as it is emphatically 
called, and deserves to be called, which 
was not only predicted by St. Paul, but 
by the prophet Daniel Ifkewiee. If the 
apostacy be rigidly - charged upon the 
church of Rome, it follows of conse- 
quence, that the man of $in is the pope; 
not meaning any pope in particular, but 
the pope in general, as tbe^chief head and 
supporter of this apostacy. He is pro- 
perly the m#» of 9tn, not cmly on account 
of the scandalous Kv^es of many popes, 
but by reason of their most scandalous 
doctrines -and principles; dispensing with 
the most necessary duties, and granting, 
or rather selling, pardons and iodulgen- 
cies, to the moet abominable crimes. 
He also, like the tirst apoetate Judas, is 
the son of perdition; whether actively, as- 
being the civpse.of destsuetion to oilers; 
or passively, as being. davoted to destruc- 
tion himself. He oppo^eik; he is the 
l^rand adversary of Uod and man; perse- 
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ciitta|.att4 dettrojUif, by cruMdet, in* 
qatsitiont, and massncrM, those Chrit*. 
tiaoi who prefer the word of Crod to the 
ftiithoritj of meft. The heathen emperat 
of Rome may have slain his thousands of 
innocent Christians; but the Christian 
hiiBhop of Rome, bas slain bts ten thou- 
sands. He exaUeth huntelf mbow all thai 
it called €tadj at thai u tfior$hipped; not 
only above inferior magiltrates, but like* 
wis^ above bishops and primates; not ovr 
ly above bishops and princates, but like- 
wise above kings and emperors; deposing 
some, obliging them to kiss bis toe, to hold 
his stirrup, treading even upon the neck 
of a king, and kicking off the imperial 
crown with bis foot; nay, not only above 
kings and emperors, but likewise above 
Christ, and God himself: making even the 
Uford of. Gud of non^effect by his ir€tdiiion»; 
forbidding what God has commanded; as 
marriage, the use of the scriptures, &c., 
and also commanding, or allowing wbat 
God has forbidden; as idolatry, persecu* 
tion, £tc. Ht$ ntiing in the temple af Gody 
implies plainly his having a seat, or cathe^ 
drain the Christian church: and he sit* 
teth there a$ God^ especially at bis inau- 
guration, when be sits upon the high altar 
in St. Peter's church, and makes the table 
of the Lord his footstool; and in that po- 
sition receives adoration. At all times 
he exercises divine authority in the 
church; ehovoing himself that he is God; 
affecting divine titles, and asserting that 



4b« tit|eM;iv«n bun io ihe pttUie 4ft«cttK 

gmihf tMs mo i»o»Jik« biia» uKo nttethm 
'Mm ik€ kmpie if «M, »kowmg kinmlf 
MMk$ If fihHi The fmMHUiliaR of pop^ 
tf^ VMfi Iaid<iii 4be epottoiie dtys; but the 
mw^t§lKwU^Vbmm^tmMi hf di»gfe«s mi4 
40rarftlaf0e pMeed before tba buUdiiig 
,ir«e eoMpl«ted» a«M( Ike hmw 0^ «!• ce»* 
▼e*le4 IB fttjl perfection.***** 3%< Lmd 
ifktdl tommmcy ie, Tbie 10 parUy taken 
fromlte. Jti: 4. {Jtnd wih ike 6ree44 ^ 
Jul0 limke $hall§My^ihtwi<kedone:) where 
4he «iewe p^it an eoiphaMt upon the worde 
the tricked onc^ aa appears from the Cha^k- 
dec, which rendere^ it, ^^ He shall destroy 
the- wicked Romaa." Jf the two ciaue- 
ea, (as said in the note ^en vc^. 8.) reiate 
to two different yeveota, the meaning is, 
^^iMit Abo Lord JesosjdMiU gradually eon^ 
nuibe.hiai with the free ^eacfaiog of the 
l^oapni; and shali utterly destroy him at 
his second ooming, in the. glory of his 
Father." The Iwrmer began to take e^ 
feet et the Reformation; and the latter 
wiUbnaneomplisbed in God's appointed 
iimn. Tbefn0n pf rin is now upon the 
4ecline,n»dhe will be totally abolished 
when Christ nbnil cone in|u^|;ment.'' 

Such is a oeadfaared view of the o|>in- 
ion of this lonrned writer #n the applies- 
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«iid wMi tltl» o|pM(>ii)I>r. Ifealiiiiglil ^ 

thB'ftpoille «(lu46e plakitilr to tke predict 
tiom af DMiial) citod by Kshop N^wtoa; 
mad iatrodueM olber^xprtfisioiM (wm tlM 
MiiBe obajitertf, and litrawiM IhNii ekttp. 
flit: wht«k ha compiarM with tlM iMlh 
fmige of the «{N>iille; and eomei) fiiitD]^) 
to this c^a^ostoo, tfant ^^ «f«fT impartnd 
person n^at be tenaible that, in ttia bisb*' 
opa of Roroey-ailtbe cimraclipra aad' ao^ 
tiooa ascrtbod by Daviol to tho fiUie horHy 
and by Paul td Ibe fnon of 9tti and tbe imm^ 
ie§9 ont ore cleariy anited." 1>t, Clarke 
^tncides in opinion with the abo^e; and 
says — ^* I most acknowledge, that the 
4nc»8t pointed part of the eridenee here 
adduced, tends to fix 4he whole on the 
Romish chorcb, and on none other." 

It roust be confessed. that, in the history 
of the Romieh ckurek, especially as this 
history comes to 4M from the enemies of 
thai churdh, ^e find many ctreumetanceiii, 
in the pretensions of the pontiia. and* in 
the principles and conduin of the church 
at large, which would, at first view, seem 
to justify the above application of the 
predictions of the prophet and apostle^ 
That Paul, in the passage I am eonsider- 
ing, had the predictions of Daniel in view; 
and that his own predictions relate to the 
same events as thoae of the prophet, ap- 
pears too obvious to admit of much doubt. 
But a^er a fuU nnd careful examination 
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^f ^1 tW )Mgu«f 9 «f : the— yidfiared wrU 
t«r« OD tbin Mbjeety with . such helps aft. 
are wUiiiiii93rr««icii; aod after maturelj 
wfifhoig tke ergutnettki of the eminent 
writere whose laegnege I have qaoted, I 
am coAvinced that the appUoatioa of these 
prediclMMiatothe biflhope and church of 
Rome if aowaifanted by eoripture an- 
thority,^ and ^ conneqiieotly incorrect.*— 
Among theeb|ection«tothf8 application 
of the pafsage, I would beg leave to sag- 
g«tt the felWwiBgy which, in my mind at 
least, have some wei^t. 

U--Tbe-a4Miroh of Rome, «khough bc<^ 
cased bf most Proteslaat writers, of wor* 
shipping saints, angels, images, &c. have 
at all times siren uouslj denied the charge. 
They deny a<be)ief in nM>re tlMin one me* 
diato|r; but beiieving that departed spirits 
are capable of knowing what is transact- 
ed on earth; that they feel an interest in 
the weUare ef mortals, and can hear and 
aAderscaiid reqaeste made to them; they 
somelimes, tbe^ say, inwke their assist^ 
aace as talcrcefsorf . They say also, that 
as images and pietares aerve to convey 
to the mind lively ideas of what they are 
intended to repfeseut, they ^se th<»m 
simply as helps in their devotion to God. 
But, it is not my purpose to defend, either 
the doctrines or practices of this church;* 
and I have Introduced these remarks sim- 
ply to show that, among Christialis, there 
is a wide difierence of opinion respecting 
matters of fact. If, as Bishop Newton 
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jiMtty 6bMYVe»^ ^ tli# trM CbrktMLli «rer^ 
Mp is the w«f»hlf irf* tli« oM nfeljr CM, 
fbroMgli th« ofi« Miiy M^dtatM'i the IMH 
Chriat JesiiS)'^ I WMld Mk, b tfte lUttikll 
<ikureh the otpif tlMMreh mhith iMi&^pkH^ 
td fVom tbii troe iprcmKip? Db tool Fnw 
fMtftiit Obriitiiiit^ tHwho lil>«flrlilll«r(tiit| 
wh^fl th«y itftrihip) tliil prty t# ttitf So» 
iind Holj GAottt) fftofMiH fifom ^^th« Wdr^ 
ship of th« «tie otiir God^ thmiigh fhe 
one only Modmtor ?*' 

3. The iih*ve epf>liettl<m inai^ fh* 
pope of Rome *^tb% ntim c/nn, not toljr e» 
aecoant of the Mandaloiit live* of mMiy 
ptopes, bitt by roMoo of their mosff sctn- 
dolous dodHiloo und principle*.** -Theto 
can be no doobt but many of the popet 
have lived ^* seMdnlous live*;'* but Ibit 
is not true of all popoo; on the <iontrary> 
many of theoi bavo been distintiittfhedi 
not only (br eminont tal^ufi^ \M ht piety 
and philanthropy. Neither eon it be 
doubted but sOnM of the ^ tdMctfkMri t»4 
priaciploft" of tMt oborcb ha^o^ boon, 
and still avo ''most seandaloM.'*<^ But 
someof tho greatesl oormptiotitoof Cbrta* 
tianity were intfodwtod into tho «boteh, 
and enfore«d by 'imperial aathoHty,bof4>re 
the papal authority was establiohod. Ec-> 
doAiastical history bears ample te«tim^ny 
to the fact, that councils, and othet pre- 
kites besides tho bishops of Romo, have 
boon OS much engaged in introducing and 
defending ^^ scandaloniB doctrines and 
]principles^' as the popes themselves. It 



ni ttii«b«ritftU«, fo snf tlie kBtadf fiir nre^ 
tcMitaBte^ wli«^ Btsll p«rtiiittrtoi»iIy aik^Mi 
to iom# of the- esiiiMt «id Mo«t eMeniMdi 
Mrrtiplionli of Cbrntianity^ to aecme the 
motlitfr eliurcli, and thai Jikma, af graM 
C0rrtf0tioft and tfootftcy^ 

jl. Tha apoitba^ ki tka ffre^atilag diaf* 
lapT had|ttiaa M»bratli«a»aa aeeount aC 
Ibe ooMtiigitf Ohrtfet; aad aC a dastrua** 
ttott whiali flhottki atibat tine taka fAaea« 
See chap, i: 6-^10. This comittg^ ot 
raTelatian of tfan Lord ^from haavan, 
tMth his fuigfat/ angala^ in fiaming .fira^'^ 
6ia. lias already been largaly cnnaidaiedl; 
audit baa beea shovn, fftfaw amtedleati^ 
mbny of Chriat and tbfc apoatliaa caoi: eab^i 
ataatiate any fact, that iAm coaMug and 
deatractioii there pradicledy ware tb«* 
soon to taka place. Tbare ia not the 
least ifitiaiatioa in Ibe'pas8a!ga under eaan 
itdevatiaiSy aeltbar in ita eanaaxion, that 
tba apoilie iRtrodbeed an. aeeount of abjr 
e«li6r,^r dtflbrent ooming ef tbe Lerd^ 
thaa At one he bad idraady iMtttianadi 
nor doaa the aubfatl an vfaieb he waa 
^^atbig aaqeire ua to anderataod any otb** 
ar coining. On the 4>ontrsrj, there ia tba 
atrmigeat reason for beliering that be 
eoalinuad the aani^ aubfset which be 
eoaaneaced in the irtt . ebapter^ tbrougb 
the second; or certainly^ aa far as T bavse 
quoted; aad tbaty instead of intredociilg 
a new topic, he simply proceeded to inierai 
tbenref additional aventB, whicb sboald 
ttaeapire previoeaty jto^andat tbe lime 
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km hadb6fore«peeified. Wakefid4 If uis* 
latcitlie firaC T«t«€ of thii chi^ter as M*^- 
lowi'^^'^ Now wo ontr^aft you, br^ron! 
eoncorning thit- coming of our Lord Jaaua 
Oiirial, and oitr assembling unto him." 
If we adopt this translation- as cgHrreot| 
and substttnto ^u coming Ibrl^ cpm$kgy 
ike qoosttoQ is settlod at once; an it wHk 
ba perfectly i^Tions, that Paul conlinued 
the same subieot he bad previoualy intro^ 
dttced. 

4. From a careful examination of this 
propbecjr of Daniel, from which the a|ie*» 
tia » supposed to have borrowed ao in»* 
portant part of h» kiagaage, I am salii- 
iied thai none of hta predietioas extend 
bejoad the establishment of the gospel 
dispensation In the earth. Most of his 
predictions obviously relate to the revtolu* 
tions of states and empires; and aAer 
having seen, iovtsion^ the overthrew of 
the most powerful kingdoms of tha earthy 
be was permitted to enjoy in the same mmt^ 
ner, a view of that kiogdofn which QoA 
himself shoirfd establish in the world by 
his Son, the expected Messiah of tha 
Jews; a kingdmn which should not ba 
•verthrown or destroyed, nor delivered 
back to htm who • gave it, until it should 
ba^e overcome all opposition to its ptia*^ 
etples and authority, and brought thu 
whole world into subjection td the Prince 
of peace. ^ 

A direct examination of the language 
of the ptiDphet and apostle wUl be beat 
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calculated to set tiris tfuijeet in tto triii 
light; but thiBMamiDfttion imiet b« defer* 
wed to another nufliber. 

The first passage in Daniel to ^bick 
BiAofp Newton^ refers, in bis remarks on 
ver. S, of the jiassage under considera- 
tiODyiscbap. fii: ver. S5-^<< And be sbaH 
speak great words against the Most High, 
and shdl wear oat the saintaof the Most 
High, and think to change times and 
laws.'' ^nthis chapter; the prophet re- 
lates a vision with whith he was favored; 
and in which important political events 
were made known to him. In the vision, 
•wbich commences at ver. S, he saw four 
different beasts rise up from the sea; the 
first, like a lion; the second, like a bear; 
the third, like a leopard; and the fourth, 
diverse from all the others; before which 
three of the first horns were destroyed, 
or '^plucked up by the roots." This 
^^Mttie horn" obtained great power, and 
spake '^ great words." Daring the con- 
tinuance ef the vision, be saw the destruc- 
tion of all- the beasts; and closes the ac- 
count of what ' be saw in the following 
words, verses 13, 14 — " I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, one like the Son of 
man came in the clouds of heaven, and 
. oame to . the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him; and there 
was given* him dominion,' and glory and 
a kifigdonii, that all people, nationa, uid 
languages, should serve him: his domt|i- 
lonis an overlastingdominion, which shall 
not pass awi^, and his kingdom that which 
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Sack w«»4h# eodof lli« vision: afi4 
the prophet imtnecU^^jj ipr^eeeifai to re^ 
J9te tii% let^UoaliQR} or i«lef prelatioa of 
what kiid h«en f^reeeatod te faiai fia a 
4r«Mi. AAef showtag itet ihe fbur 
Wif t« lva()ireft«4iled four kiJOfB^^^t Im|c*- 
4oiw; lli» fenrtth b^nwkf ^^ mhteh jvmm iir 
irertefrcm'iLU ti» •othtfs,'^ feproaenliiftg 
the iMi of theee lun^oiMy be sa/s eif thi 
^1» hef «^ which reae iiip ^niKMig the etiar 
tt^ «lid tefore wiMeli tJMree efiike of igiiid 
hares were ^^ plucked uf by the soolSy" 
ver. 8, Of three kings ciubdiied, Ven 24> 
|h«t ke (i.e. the k»t oriittfe iioni) ^^dhnll 
lipeak ivreat wterdsageaBstihee Most High, 
eed shaU wear out ike saints of ihe Meat 
High, and think to dmnge tsoiesnad hiwe; 
and they ebdl be given into his knn4 imtil 
a time aAd tiiB«s and the dividing of tiaiB. 
But the judgment shall sit/and Saey shdl 
take away his demiojon to coneume nad 
In deatrqy tit «Mito the ead. And tlie km^- 
dom and demioien, asd lihe greatonte of 
the kiagdem «nder tbe wk^Le heairen, 
ftell be given to tke peanfile of the sraiiits 
of itbe Most fiigh, ^hose kingdom is an 
everkistsag ian^dmm^ and aU doaiioiene 
^t>r, rnhr^ AaU serve and oliey hisa.T' 
Vler . M^^li^ Here at aoay die repacked, 
ihat the close ot the Intaipsettftkik 'pee- 
ftetly coincides wnhk the cloae m Abe 
imiom; i«ndth«ali«8ii»,an(bothdiiemian 
4Had aatetpretatioa, !tattke jniabliekmeiiA nf 
ftk^MngAeia isf Obm^ltiuammitiAmAoo 
j^^nasin aead tt|as^atij)i. 
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KSSAT-mNO. IX. 



' In xxvf last, th« prophecy of St. Paul 
relative to the manifestation and dcstruc* 
tion of the vion of ttn, contained in S 
ThesB ii: 1 — 12, was introduced. >The 
opinions of different commentators on the 
proper application of the passage^ were 
briefly stated; an abstract o{ the argu«* 
ments of Bishop Newton, who, with most 
modem commentators, applies the whole 

Srophecy to the Church and Popes of 
Lome, was given; and the article was 
closed by the statement of several okj^ec- 
tions to this application of the prophecy. 
In the present number, the investigation 
of the same subject will be continued by 
a direct examination of the several pas- 
sages of Scripture already alluded to, and 
which are supposed to have an allusion 
to the subject. 

The first passage in Daniel to which 
Bishop Newton refers in his remarks on 
ver, 3, of the passage under considera- 
tion is chap, vii: ver. ^5. '^ And he shall 
speak great words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out'the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and 
laws." In this chapter the prophet relates 
a vision with which he was favored; and 
in which important political events were 
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made known to him. In the vision, which 
commences at ver. 2. he saw four difie- 
rent beasts rise up from the sea; the first, 
like a lion; the second, like a bear; the 
third, like a leopard; and the fourth, di- 
verse from all the others, having ten horns. 
He also saw a ' little Iiom^ rise up among 
the others, befbre which three of the first 
horns were destroyed, or ^ plucked up by 
the roots.' This little horn obtained great 
power, and spake ' great things,^ During 
the continuance of the vision, he saw the 
destruction of all the beasts; and closes 
his account of it in the following words — 
verses 13, 14: '^ I saw in the night vi- 
sions, and behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his domin- 
ion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pa38 away, and his kingdom, that 
which shall not be destroyed. '^^ This 
was the close of the vision ; and the pro- 
phet immediately proceeds to relate the 
explanation, or interpretation of what had 
been presented to him in his dream. Af- 
ter showing that the four beasts repre- 
sdnted four kings, or kingdoms — the fourth 
beast, which was ' diverse from all the 
others,' representing the last of these 
kingdoms — he says of the little homy 
which rose up among the others^ and be- 
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fore which three of the original horns 
were ' plucked up by the roots,' ver. 8, 
or, three kings subdued, ver. 24, that '^he, 
(i. e. the last, or little horn) shall speak 
great, words against the Most High, and 
shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws: 
and they shall be given into bis band until 
a time and times and the dividing of time. 
But the judgment shall sit, and they shall 
take away his dominion to consume and 
to destroy it unto the end. And the king- 
dom and dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole beaven, 
shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him." — Verses 25, 
26,27. Here it may be observed, that 
the close of the interpretation perfectly 
corresponds with the close of the vision; 
and the allusion in both to the establish^ 
ment of the kingdom of Christ in the 
world is too obvious to need illustration. 

The period of time during which the 
little horn w 3,3 to exercise his power, and 
retain in his hand 'the saints of the Most 
High,' deserves some attention; as also 
the declaration, that when the judgment 
should sit, they should Make away his 
dominion to consume it and to destroy it 
unto the end.' In the 12th and last chap* 
ter of this prophecy, Daniel was directed 
to ' shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the <nd:' — Verse 4. 
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What time was signi6ed by ike end^ and 
also what was meant by the * time and 
times an<i the di-viding of time' we learn 
from the next three verses: " Then I 
!Daniel looked, and behold) (here stood 
other two, the one on this side of the 
bank of the river, and the other on that 
side of the bank of the river. And 
sard to the man clothed in Hnnen, which 
was upon the waters of the river, How 
long shall it be to the end of these won*- 
ders? And I heard the man clothed in 
hnnen, which was upon the waters of the 
river, when he held up his right hand and 
his }^ hand unto heaven, and sware by 
him that liveth forever, that it shall be for 
a time, times, and a half; and when he 
shall have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things 
sbaU be finished." That the Jews are 
here represented by the phrase holy^ peo-' 
pUj and that their power Was scattered at 
the destruction of their temple and city, 
ean require no arguments to prove; for 
although they had ai that time, become 
altogether corrupt and unholy ^ yet we find 
in every passage in the Bible, where the 
phrase holy people occurs, it is applied to 
them, and to them only. I would here 
beg leave to repeat an observation, the 
substance of which has been introduced 
before, that it was not until the power of 
this people was scaittredy their civil and 
political institutions overthrown, and the 
legal dispensation abrogated, and forev-^ 
or done away, that the gospel was fully 
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established fa the world-^the reign ef the 
Messiah iti spirit and in truth eomnaeneed) 
hnd the ' kingdom of God come with 
poi^rer.' I might multiply quotations 
from the language of the prophets to 

Eove that the phrases end^ time cfihe end^ 
nt datfs^ Slc. were used to designate the 
close of the Mosaic dispensation; bat the 
above will be sufficient. 

Daniel xi: 36^ is the remaining passage 
quoted from this prophecy by Bp. New- 
ton and Dr. Macknigbt in iliuslration of 
the Jaufiiuage of the apostle now under 
examination. " And the king shall do 
according to his wilK; and he shall exak 
himself, and magnify himself above every 
god. and shall speak marvellous things 
against the God of gods.'* Here the 
quotation breaks oflT abruptly in the mtdtt 
of the sentence; the remaining part of 
the verse, which is obviously a continua- 
tion of the same sentence, not being in 
accordance with their appHcation, wUl 
probably account for its omission. The 
whole verse reads thus: '' And the king 
shall do according to his will; and he shall 
exalt himself, and magnify himself above 
every god, and shall speak marvellous 
things against the God of gods, and shall 
prosper till the indignation shall be ac- 
complished; for that that is determined 
shall be done." By consulting the whole 
chapter, we find the prophet was speak- 
ing for the express {lurpose of confirpiiBg 
and strengthening king ' Darios the 
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Mede;' and all that can be necessary 
to convince any one acquainted with 
scripture phraseology, that he was not 
speaking of any period more distant than 
the establishment of the gospel dispen- 
sation in the earth, is the frequent use he 
makes of the terms endy time of the tud, 
and expressions of similar import. 

Having examined the passages in Dan- 
iel which are supposed to refer to the 
same events as the passage under consid- 
eration, and from which it is evident the 
apostle borrowed a part of his language; 
and having shown, from the language of 
the prophet himself, that his predictions 
could not have related to any events sub- 
sequent to the abolition of th^ Jewish 
economy, and the establishment of th? 
gospel, or kingdom of the Redeemer in 
the world, we are now prepared for a 
more direct examination of the language 
of the apostle; and the ajpo«/acy, or ^fall- 
ing away,' will first claim our attention, 
as on that depends the interpretation of 
the whole prophecy. 

The apostle declares that the ' day of 
Christ' should not come, ^ except there 
come a falling away {apoiiasia) first;' 
and it appears further, that although the 
' mystery of iniquity' was then already 
working, there was some power which 
hindered the breaking out of the aposta- 
cy, and the full revelation of the ^mau of 
sin,' who was to be destroyed at the com- 
ing of the Lord. Bishop Newton, as al- 
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rettdy qa<)t«d, observes thtt " the a|>»«l«- 
e;^ here described, is plaiply not of a civil 
but a religieus nature; not a revok from 
t4ie government, but a defection from the 
true religion and worship ;'' and supposes 
that it was the Roman empire which at that 
time prevented the apostacy, and the man" 
ifestaflon of the man of sin from immedi- 
«te)y taking place. Whatever deference 
ought to he^ paid' to the opinion of this 
learned prelate, I must beg leave to die- 
sent from it, for the reasons already as- 
signed in my last essay; and for others, 
which will now be presented to the reader. 

The most literal signification of the 
Greek apoatasiaj is, I believe, defeciio,, a 
defection, or revolt from government. Cir- 
cumstances, I admit, may require this 
word to' be understood, even in the scrip- 
tures, in its present popular acceptation. 
Sut aside from preconceived opinions, 
which refer this cominfg of Christ to a 
lime yet fViture, I can discover nothitag in 
the passage, or hs connexion, which re- 
quires us to understand it in any other 
than its most literal and obvious significa- 
tron; on the other hand, circumstances 
which trarispiVed within a few years after 
this «pistle was written, as well as the 
whole scope of the languanre quoted, 
seem absolutely to require its literal con- 
struction. 

About sixty-three years previous to 
the advent of our Saviour, Jenisaleiil was 
taken by Pompey, and ftre Jews were 
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mado tributary (o (be RommDs. From 
this period to the time of the entire de-- 
struction of their nation and polity, altbo' 
they were permitted to retain their an- 
cient laws and customs, they bore the yok^ 
unwillingly ; continually cherished a 
rebellious spirit^ and sought every oppor- 
tunity of freeing themselves from their 
subjection. For a .considerable l^pgth of 
time, however, the resistless power of the 
Romans, and the terror of their arms^ 
which had been carried to the remotest 
parts of the earth, kept Jhem. in subjec- 
tion; nor was it until civil dissensions 
prevailed in this vast empire, that they 
threw off all restraint, and, incited by 
their priests, broke out in open rebellion. 
The epistle from which the predictions I 
am no« considering are extracted, is sup- 
posed to have been written in the year of 
our Lord ^2, or 53, in the twelfth, or thii^ 
teenth year of the reign of Glaudiua; 
and the general revolt of the Jews took 
place in the reign of Nero, his successor. 
In the address of Titus to the inhabitr 
ants of Jerusalem, >vhile he was beseig* 
ing their city, and wjien they were re- 
duced to the greatest extremity, there is 
a paisage which appears to throw se 
much light on this subject, that I cannot 
forbear transcribing it in this place. Af* 
ter reproaching them for their base in** 
gratitude, and reminding them of the 
Jtindness of their conquerers-«-in giving 
them the entire and peaceable poasessioa 
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of their coantry — setting orer them kiags 
of their own nation — preserving to them 
the laws of their forefathers — and per- 
mitting them to gather the tribute which 
was dedicated to God, until they had be- 
come rich, be says to them — ^^ I suppose, 
therefore, that you might despise the 
slothfulness of !Nero, and, Hke limbs of 
the body that are broken or dislocated,you 
did then He quiet, waiting for some other 
time, though still with a malicious inten- 
tion, and have now showed your distemper 
to be greater t-han ever; and have extend- 
ed your desires as far as your impudent 
and immense hopes would enable you to 
do it. At this time, my father came into 
this country^ not with a design to punish 
you for what you had done under Cestius, 
but to admonish you; for, had he come to 
overthrow your nation, he had run direct- 
ly to your fountain head, and had imme- 
diately laid this city waste; whereas, he 
went and burnt Galilee and the neighbor- 
ing parts, and thereby gave you time for 
repentance; which instance of humanity 
you took for an argument of his weakness, 
and nourished up your impudence by our 
mildness. When Nero was gone out of 
the world, you did as the wickedest 
wretches would have done, and encour- 
aged yourselves to act against us by our 
civil dissensions, and abused that time, 
when both I and my father were gone 
away for Egypt, to make preparations for 
this war." * 



• Jofephm, War, K 6, Ch. S, § 2. 
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If W9 adopt tbe opinion of Sehoetgen 
and Dr. fVhftby, who contend that this 
whole prophecy ^^ refers to the case of 
the Jews, incited to rebellion by th« 
Scribes and Pharisees; and to the utter 
and final destruction of the Rabbinic and 
Pharisaic system," the above historical 
facts will appear to correspond perfectly 
with the predictions of the apostle; and 
when, in addition to the authority of these 
emitient commentators, we consider that 
this is the roost literal construction, and 
natural application of the- passage; and 
that this application is warranted by facts, 
we need not hesitate to receive it as cor- 
rect. But there are still other considera- 
trons which appear to authorise this view 
of the subject. And — 

1. The language of the apostle, in 
verses 11, 12, seems to warrant this appli-* 
cation, and no other. ^'And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie; that they all 
might be damned, (or, brouf^ht to puntsA- 
ment^ as it is rendered by Wakefield) who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." This ' strong de- 
lusion,' judicial blindness, or unbelief of 
the truth, was expressly foretold of the 
Jews, and of no other people, in ancient 
prophecy. Isa. vi: 9 — 11:-^** And he 
said, Cro, and tell this people, ,Hear ye 
indeed, but understand not; and see' ye 
indeed, but perceive not. Make the 
heart of this people fat, and make their 
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heavy, midlslilit their eyes; lesi they 
■ee with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their hearts, 
and convert, and he healed. Then said 
I, Lord, how long ? And he said. Until 
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
and the houses without men, and the 
land be utterly desolate." That this f^re*- 
dietion was fulfilled in the case of the 
Jews, in the last daySy we learn from Rom. 
xi: 8 — '^According as it is written, God 
hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyet that they should not see, and ears 
thatthey should not hear." And again, 
ver. 35 — "For, I would not, brethren, 
that ye should he ignorant of this myste* 
ry, lest ye should be wise in your o«vn 
conceits; that blindness in part has hap- 
pened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Crentiles be come in." With this predic- 
tion of the prophet, together with its ap*- 
plication to the Jews, by the apostle ia 
bffl own tine, and its complete fulfiUnent 
with respect to that people, in view, I 
eannot diseover the propriety of referrt«g 
the strong deluiiJbn^ in any manner, nor at 
any time, to the Christian Church. 

2. It further appears from the language 
of Paul, that when he wrote his epistle to 
the Thessalonians, the mystery of iniquity 
was already working; and that the apos^ 
iaey was ready to take place, were it not 
for some power which then hindered* 
Kow this ceirid not with propriety be 
aaidat that time of the spirit oi popery, 
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wbiek HI 8ii|^pM«d by Bbb«^ Newida 
otherB to Ixe ugniHed by the wyaiewy^ nf 
uiifiMly. At (his perUd, th^ apoUlw www 
•Jfldost the ooly prenoiiera of the gospel; 
and we ^ave no accovnt ol* uiv otfaem 
engaged Id the chTistiaa roioiitry at tfala 
time, except sueh aa had -i eceived thakr 
iaftmeCteai directly from \h% apostle^ 
and reeeiired at their hands the gifl of the 
kely spirit. It was not till loag after thb 
aeriod, aod whea the pbufch bad heeome 
m a good degree freed from tite > fear of 
porsecution froan the: Jews and heathen, 
that christian bisbopa manifested that 
spirttaai pride for which they became af- 
terwards notorious; and aspired to thme 
high honors and distinctions in the world, 
which they finally obtained. But it ta 
abundaally evident that tha fMfgUtyef m- 
«ftit<9, tha spirit of diaobedienoe, aad of 
revoh from all Jaws and aothorkyy whatk- 
er human or divine, was then, activdj 
ivorking in the hearts of the whole Jew*- 
ish people; aod it could truly be said of 
Ihem, in the language of Isaiah, ^^ the 
whole head was siek, and the whole heart 
faint; from the aole of the foot, evea ta 
the head,'' no soundness was in them.. 

To the above view of this subject it 
nay be objected, that tbe apostle clearly 
intimates that tbe ^ day of Christ,^ oaa^ 
eerning which he wrote, wasaol than aeat 
at hand. To this objactton I would roply, 
the words at handy when appHed to time, 
must undoubtedly he uadet stood ia a im^ 
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tive 86086. Thas, the c]q86 oi uuj peri- 
od of time,when considered with reference 
to (he whole duration of that period, may 
with propriety be said to be near at band; 
when, if the whole duration be long, sev- 
eral years may intervene before its close. 
But^ if the same close be mentioned in 
reference to other events, such as the 
ordinary concerns of life, there would be 
a manifest impropriety in representing 
it as being near, or at hand; as many of 
these events might occur previous to 
that time. Admitting then the apostle to ' 
be speaking of the approaching close of 
the legal dispensation, when compa*'ed 
with the whole duration of this dispensa- 
tion, its close was, properly speaking, 
at hand; it drew near, as James expresses 
himself in reference to the ^ coming of 
the Lord,' and as Paul himself frequently 
represents this event. But, when speak- 
ing of the same event, in reference to 
other circumstances, he would, with the 
same propriety, represent it as not being 
at hand. Now what were the circumstan- 
ces under which, and in relation to which 
he wrote these words? From the lan- 
guage of the apostle, in the commence- 
ment of the passage, it appears that the 
Thessalonians were somewhat ^shaken 
in mind,' and ^troubled,' in expectation 
of the speedy appearance of the ^ day of 
Christ;' and as the most stupendous events 
were to take place at this day, it is proba- 
ble, as Dr. Clarke says, ^' that some of 
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them, expecting this sudden appearance 
of the Lord Jesos, had given up all their 
secular concerns;' and thus rendered 
themselves liable to suiTer for want of the 
necessaries of life. The precise time of 
this great events which did not happen 
under from fifteen to twenty years after 
the writing of the epistle, was unknown 
to the apostle; but it had 4>een made 
known to him, that previous to it, impor- 
tant changes must take place; and that 
there roust be a more full, and open man- 
ifestation of the spirit of wickedness in 
the Jews, than had ever yet been exhibit- 
ed. They must fill up the measure of 
their guilt; that the interposition of heav- 
en, in their destruction, might be the more 
obvious to all nations;^ and thus a broad 
and permanent ground would be laid for 
the establishment of the gospel kingdom 
in the world. Considering all these cir- 
cumstances, and that the apostle was 
speaking of this event, not in reference 
to the entire duration of the Jewish age, 
but to the ordinary concerns and avoca- 
tions of life, we discover the propriety of 
his language; and that it does not mili- 
tate, In the least degree, against the ap- 
plication I have made of the whole 
passage. 

I now dismiss this difficult subject; and 
would only observe, in ^addition to what 
has been advanced, that although we may 
not be able to fix, with certainty, the 
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meaning of the inspired penman, in the 
phrases man of »«n, son of perdiiiony him 
who lettethy or hinder eth^^c, we may, nev- 
ertheless, be sure that he was not writing 
of events yet future; or of any * day of , 
Christ' which is not already past. 
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Heb . ix : 27 , 28 . "-^nd as it is appoint- 
ed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment; so ChAst was once offered to 
bear the sins of many; and unto them thai 
look for him, shall he appear a second time 
without sin unto salvation.*^ 

This passage has been so often explain- 
ed, by writers who are abundantly able 
to do justice to the subject, that, were it 
not for the purpose of preserving a con- 
nected chain of remarks, and of present- 
ing to the reader every passage in the 
New Testament which relates, in any 
manner, to the coming of our Lord, I 
should b disposed to pass it by, without 
any observations of my own. 

In all ages of Christianity, much has 
been said, and much written, in relation 
to what is termed the second coming of 
Christ ; and with this event, in the minds 
of most Christians, is connected the idea 
of a retribution, which shall affect the 
eternal iaterestB of all mankind ; and as 
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his is the only passage of scripture where 
che term second occurs in connexion with 
the coming, or appearing of the Saviour, 
it is matter of considerable importance 
that it be well understood ; and its true 
meaning and application, if possible, as- 
certained. By this passage the apostle 
is supposed to teach, that, by the appoint- 
ment of God, all mankind must suffer 
natural death ; that subsequently, by the 
same appointment, all must be brought to 
judgment, and rewarded or punished ac- 
cording to /heir works and characters in 
the present state of existence : that Christ 
was once offered to bear the sins of the 
guilty progeny of Adam ; and that to 
those who look for him, or, in other words, 
have secured to themselves the benefits 
of his atonement, and thus been prepared 
by grace to meet him with joy at his com- 
ing, he shall appear a second time, when 
he shall come to raise the dead, and re- 
ward every man according to his works, 
without sin unto their eternal salvation; 
but to all others, he shall appear as a 
stern, inflexible judge, ready to pro- 
nounce on them the irrevocable sentence 
of interminable wo. With this applica- 
tion, a majority of professing Christians, 
even at the present day, appear to be per- 
fectly satisfied ; never sufiTering them- 
selves to call in question the correctness 
of those sentiments which, from age to 
age, have been handed down, as undoubt- 
ed truth, by their religious teachers. 
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Others consider this application of the 
passage correct^ at least so far as it is 
supposed to relate to the natural death, 
and subsequent judgment of all mankind; 
but deny that the consequence of this 
judgment will be endless suffering to any. 
There are others, who believe the whole 
application to be unwari^anted ; and con- 
sequently, that the passage has no refe* 
rence to the death of the body, or a judg- 
ment beyond the grave. It is not my 
purpose to discuss the question of a judg- 
ment and punishment, in a future and im- 
mortal state of being, for the sins of this 
life; but, leaving this question for discus- 
sion to those who have more leisure or 
inclination to pursue it than myself, I 
shall simply endeavor, as far as possible, 
to ascertain what judgments and punish- 
ments the inspired writers teach, in coii- 
nexion with the coming of Christ; and, 
by the light of the scriptures, to fix the 
true application of the passage under con- 
sideration. 

It is readily acknowledged, that by se- 
parating the passage from its connexion, 
reading it as it stands in the common ver- 
sion, and disregarding the force of the 
corresponding conjunctions as and so 
which occur in the two members of the 
sentence, to minds strongly prepossessed 
in favor of the doctrine of a judgment in 
the future state of existence, the commoL 
application would appear most natural 
and correct. But it is believed, if the 
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passage were correctly translated, exam- 
ined in connexion with its context, ^nd 
without the influence of* preconceived 
opinions on the mind, this application is 
the last which any candid person, at all 
conversant with the scriptures, would be 
likely to make. 

In the common translation of verse 27, 
the article, which occurs in the original, 
before men {tots anthropois) is omitted; 
and it is inserted before the word ^W^- 
menty in the latter part of the verse, where 
it IB wanting in the original. The follow- 
ing are translations of this verse by differ- 
ent translators. ^^And as it is appointed 
for men to die once, and af)er that there 
is a judgment. "-Thompson. ^^And as it is 
appointed for men once to die, and aAer 
this a judgment.". — Scarlett, Wakefield 
translates this whole passage as follows: 
*'And, as it remaineth for men once to 
die, and after this a judgment; so Christ, 
having been once oiTered up to bear a- 
way the sins of all, will appear a second 
time, without any sin-ofiering, to them 
that are waiting for him, unto salvation.'' 
On these translations, and the common 
application of the passage, the following 
observations are submitted : 

1. It is obvious, that, by omitting the 
article before the word men, a very differ- 
ent sense is conveyed from what would 
have been had the article been retained 
in the translation. As the passage now 
reads, we naturally infer that all mankind. 
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or the whole humaQ species is inelu^ded; 
and in this sense it has been generally 
understood. But if, instead of reading, 
'^ as it is appointed unto men once to die^" 
we should read, ^'as it is appointed unto 
the meUy^^ &c. it is believed no one would 
be likely to understand it in this general 
sense. I am aware that it may be said, 
there are many passages in which the ar<* 
tide occurs in the original^ where it 
would be improper to insert it in the trans- 
lation. This I readily admit; and also, 
that (here are passages in which it is ne- 
cessary to supply the article in translating 
where it is wanting in the original. But, 
is this one of those passages? Are there 
any circumstances, aside from precon- 
ceived opinion, which require the omis- 
•sion of the article in translating one part 
of thia verse, and its insertion in the oth- 
er part, contrary to the original? 1 think 
not; for the sense of the passage, altho' 
different from that usually attached to it, 
is certainly good with the article inserted 
in the first part of it, and omitted in the 
latter part. Without entering into a la- 
bored and critical disquisition on this 
subject, a brief reference to some plain 
and acknowledged principles of language 
will be sufficient to set it in its true light; 
and convince every unprejudiced person, 
not only of the propriety, but the neces- 
sity of inserting the article before men^ 
in the translation of this passage. The 
Greek, although differing in some ra- 
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Bpects from the English, has, neverfhe- 
Irqe^ Rome principles in common with 
that and every other language. In the 
English, the article the (and this is the 
only article in the Greek) is usually pre- 
fixed to a noun, where the reader, either 
bj his previous knowledge, or by the na- 
ture of the subject, would understand 
gome specific application. So in the 
Greek. Winer, in his Greek grammar, 
says, '' the article stands before a noun 
when a definite object is designated, or 
is distinguished from all other similar ob- 
jects." He thinks the noun sometimes 
designates the object of itself; and some- 
times it is rendered definite by the article. 
In the first case it is superfluous; in th() 
latter, necessary. It is also, I believe, 
an acknowledged rule in Greek, that 
where the person or thing signified by the 
noun has been the subject of previous 
remark, the article should be used in con- 
nexion with it; and this rule is also ap- 
plicable to tho English. Admitting the 
above principles correct, we naturally in- 
quire, was the nature of the subject on 
which the apostle was writing sueh, 
that it was necessary to use the article 
in connexion with the noun menl Had 
his previous remarks a direct reference 
fo some particular men, in contradistinc- 
tion from other men, and from mankind 
in general? These questions, especially 
the latter, must be answered in the affir- 
mative; and J know of no reanon why the 
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Ihe article is not as nece»Biiry |^ ^^^ 
translation as in the original* 

2. The apostle evidently draws ^ f^om- 
uarision between two or more event »^. j 
what he says in verse 27, is «bvic,^^^. "^ 
troduced for the purpose of tUustrifinir 
what follows in the noxt vera^^ «»ng 
how the natural death of mankt^^ ^"^ 
subsequent judgment for the <le^4 M*J^ % 
in the body, can illustrate the off^^^ ^j>°e 
of Christ to bear away sin, an^ ^{^^ "F 
pearing a second time, without ^■•'» *rr 
ferin«, unto the salvation or ^ *»? ^*' 
should be waiting for him, I Cot^f^T^^^^"* " 
self unable to discover. ^eith^»r* ^K 
see any propriety in the ^Po^t l^>^^*» * 
parison; and his similitude, ^^^ « co«^ 
feast of it, appears to have 4^ J^ay the 
fetched, unnatu«.l, and very l>^« jj^; 

Ben. «««r 

3. By the common »PP'«Ciiti^^ , ,u, 
passag/, the inspired writer i^'^*' of tb« 
break off abruptly from a •ut^.j '^••l* » 
Ee commence- in the !»««.« ^"^^^t whicJ 
chapter, and resume, in t^^ '**« of th 
Snce, and to introduce ^^^ry iie» 
new and different top.ck; ^^ eBtirel; 

^T«7.t the least intimati^**** all thii 
^•'^^"* * And further, thr^f* of .uci 
^'ujf'af this chapter, and ^Rhout tb< 
"''* L in the ne*»» b" '« «vi^ J^<* the 16tl 
y" llo^olY connected c^^^^V pur.u 
Zl-l oloL particular ^^^n Vnr.u 
Object; and we have reaa^"^^ importan 
St Paul to have been too g^^ to believ 
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and too close a reasoner, to make so sad- 
den and wide a digression from his sub- 
ject, without a sufficient cause; and with- 
out giving some intimation of such di- 
gression. I leave it with the candid 
reader to determine, whether it is not 
more rational to conclude, that, through 
the influence of preconceptions on the 
mind, the passage has been misapplied, 
than to suppose the learned apostle guilty 
of so flagrant a violation of the plainest 
rules of argumentation. 

Adopting the literal, and, as I conceive 
the only correct translation of the pas- 
sage, "And as it is appointed unto the 
men once to die," &c. the question natu- 
rally arises, what men were intended by 
the writer? An answer is found in the 
preceding parts of the chapter. It must 
be recollected that the apostle was ad- 
dressing Jews, who were all versed in the 
law of Sf OSes, understood the ordinances 
of the covenant, and were acquainted 
with all the ceremonies appertaining to 
the worship of the sanctuary. Of this 
circumstance the apostle avails himself in 
addressing his Hebrew brethren; and 
through the whole epistle he labors to 
convince them, from their knowledge of 
the writings of Moses and their own pro- 
phets, that Jesus Christ wastkeir expect- 
ed Messiah; that by his coming, the he- 
gal dispensation was brought to a cIom; 
and that by his death, as a perfect offer- 
ing for the sins of the world, the sacrifices 



enjoined under that disp^m^ation were 
forever abolished. Hence, specJving of 
the new covenaDt, or covenant of prom- 
ise in Christ, he says, '^he hath made the 
first old. Now that which decayeth and 
waxeth old is ready to vanish away." 
Although the rituals of the first covenant 
continued to be practiced by the Jews, 
the time was at hand when they should be 
totally abolished, and the '^ daily sacri- 
fice taken away," then and forever. 

The chapter commences by a reference 
to the '^ ordinances of divine service" in 
the ^^ worldly sanctuary;" and the apos- 
tle, aAer describing the tabernacle, and 
the different apartments, separated from 
each other by the vails; the first of which 
he calls ^^the sanctuary," or Ao/y, and af- 
ter the second vail ''the holiest of all," 
and enumerating the sevecal articles be- 
longing to it, says, ''Now when these 
things were thus ordained, the priests (i. 
e. inferior priests) went always into the 
first tabernacle, accomplishing the ser- 
vice; but into the second went the high 
priest alone every year, not without blood 
which he offered for himself, and for the 
errors of the people; the Holy Ghost this 
signifying, that the way into the holiest of 
all was not yet made manifest, while as 
the first tabernacle was yet standing; 
which was a figure for the time then pre- 
sent in which were offered both gifts and 
sacrifices, that could not make him that 
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did tlie service perfect, as pertainliig to 
the consr'^nce." 

Ucfe, it may be observed, the apostlo 
u^es the phrase, '^holiest of all," twice; 
and, as I think, in different senses. He 
first uses it in reference to that part of the 
worldly ^tabernacle, in which the high 
priest offered his yearly sacrifice for him- 
self and the people; and secondly, he ev- 
idently applies it to '^ heaven itself;" 
where Christ has gone '^to appear in the 
presence of God for us;" and he repre- 
sents the ^'holiest of all," which was en- 
tered by the high priest yearly, with 
bloody as a figure, {paraboUy dark, enig- 
matical misrepresentation) of that ^^ho- 
liest of all" into which Christ has entered 
by his own blood, ^'having obtained eter- 
nal redemption for us." Hence, he pro- 
ceeds: — "For if the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprink- 
ling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh; how much more shall 
the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal spirit, offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve th^ living God? 
Wherefore, he is the mediator of the new 
Testament, {diaihekej covenant,) that by 
means of death^ for the redemption of the 
transgressions under the first testament, 
{coveiuint,) they which are called might 
receive the promise of eternal inheri- 
tance. For, (as the remainder of the 
chapter is translated by TVakefieldj and 
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approved by Dr. A.Clarke,) where a cove- 
nant is, there must be necessarily intro- 
duced the death of that which establish- 
eth the covenant; because a covenant is 
confirmed over dead things, and is of no 
force at all whilst tbat, which establish- 
eth the covenant is alive. Whence even 
the first covenant was not solemnized 
without blood. For, after every com- 
mandment of tbe law had been spoken by 
Moses to all the people, he took the blood 
of calves and goats, and the book itself, 
with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop; 
and sprinkled all the people, saying: 
** This is ihti blood of that covenant ^ which 
God hath appointed for you. And he 
sprinkled with the blood in the same man- 
ner the tabernacle too, and all the vessels 
of the public service. Indeed, almost all 
things are cleansed with blood, and with- 
out blood-shedding is no discharge, un- 
der the law. It is enjoined, therefore, 
that the patterns of the heavenly things 
should be made pure; but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these. For Christ is not gone into 
a sanctuary made with hands, a pattern 
only of the true, but into heaven itself, to 
present himself now before the face of 
God in our behalf. Nor was he to offer 
himself oflen, as the high-priest goeth in- 
to the sanctuary yearly with others' blood: 
(for then must he have died often since 
the foundation of the world,) but now, at 
the conclusion of the ages^ hath he ap- 



134 

peared once for all to remove sin by the 
sacrifice of himself And, as it remain- 
eth for (the) men once to die, and alter 
this a judgment; so Christ, having been 
once offered up to bear awny the sins of 
all, will appear a second time, without 
any sin offering, tu them that are waiting 
for him, unto salvation." In further il- 
lustration of the same subject, the inspir-* 
ed writer proceeds: — ** For the law hav- 
ing but a shadow of the good things to 
come, and not the image of the things it- 
self, is by no means able with those sacrf- 
fices, which are the same offerings, every 
year, to make those, who present them- 
selves, perfect forever. For then these 
offerings would have ceased; because the 
worshippers, af)er one purification, would 
have no more conscience of sins; whereas 
these offerings are yearly acknowledg- 
ments of sins: for it is impossible that the 
blood of bulls and goats should take away 
sins. Wherefore, when he cometh into 
the world, he saith: Sacrifice and offering 
thou dost not choosey but a body hast thou 
prepared for me : in burnt offerings and 
services for sin thou hast no pleasure. — 
Then satd /, lo! I come {in the volume of 
the book it is written of me) to do thy will * 
O! God, After saying first, sacrifice and 
offering and bm'nt offerings and services 
for sin thou dost not choose, nor hast pleaS" 
lire in them; T which are offered accord- 
ing to the law,) he saith next, Lo! J come 
to do thy vsillj O! God: thu§i refuting one 
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point to establish the other. By Whfch 
will we are made holy, through the offer- 
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all." 

From this language of the apostle, im- 
mediately preceding and following th^ 
passage under consideration, it is impos- 
sible to mistake the nature of his argu- 
ment; and it is equally plain, that, 
throughout the whole, he is drawing a 
comparison between the sacrifices under 
the law, or 6rst covenant, and the death 
of Christ, the mediator of the new cove- 
nant, as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. Should the question now return, 
wlio were the men unto whom it was ap- 
pointed "once to die"? the answer ap- 
pears obvious: those men of whom he 
had been speaking, viz: the high priests, 
(and perhaps the whole congregation of 
the people,) whose deaths were repre- 
sented once in each yearly sacrifice for 
sin. 

This conclusion will appear still more' 
evident when the next words are taken 
into consideration — " and after this a 
judgment." The nature of that Judg- 
ment, which folfowed the figurative, sac- 
rificial death of the high priest, we learn 
from the description of the ceremonies 
attending the sacrifices which it was his 
duty to make, once in each year, " for 
himself, and for the errors of the people." 
In the directions relative to the dress and 
ornaments which the high priest was to 



wear in ofTering the yearly sacrifice for 
sin, Moses was commanded to make a 
breast-plate of judgment; and it was 
said, ^*and Aaron (or the high priest,) 
shall bear the names of the children of 
Israel in the breast-plate of judgment up- 
on his heart, when he goeth in unto the 
holy place, for a memorial before the'Lord 
continually. And thou shalt put in the 
breast-plate of judgment the Urim and 
the Thummim; and they shall be upon 
Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before 
the Lord; and Aaron shall bear the judg- 
ment of the children of Israel upon his 
heart before the Lord continually." — 
Exod. xxviii: ^9, 30. From this passage 
we learn that the high priest was to bear 
the judgment (not the sins) of the chil- 
dren of Israel in his breast-plate^ con- 
tinaally; but, from the subsequent part 
of the chapter it appears that be was lia- 
ble, had he neglected to obey the instruc- 
tions, and to follow the directions given 
for conducting the yearly sacrifice, actu- 
ally to bear the iniquity, and to die lite- 
rally. Hence, after describing "the 
robe of the ephod'' which he was to wear, 
it was said, ver. 35, " And it shall be up- 
on Aaron, to minister; and his sound shall 
be heard when he goeth in unto the holy 
place before the Lord, and when hecometh 
out,that he die not." Also, he was to 
wear a plate upon his mitre,with "HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD" engraven on 
it; and of this plate it was command- 
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edy verse 38 — '^ And it shall be upon 
Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may hear 
the iniquity of the h<»ly things, which th« 
children of Israel shall hallow in their 
holy gifts; and it shall be always upon 
his forehead, that they may be accepted 
before the Lord." Likewise, other gar- 
ments, which are particularly described, 
were to be worn by the high priests, 
" when they come in unto the tabernacle 
of the congregation, or when they come 
near unto the altar to minister in the ho- 
ly place, that they bear not iniquity, and 
die." ver. 43. That the priests were lia- 
ble to die, literally, shonld they, in offer- 
ing their sacrifices, disobey the com- 
mand of God, we further learn from 
the fact that Nadab and Abiu, sons of 
Aaron, for offering sacrifices contrary to 
the requirements of the law, were actu- 
ally destroyed by " fire from the Lord." 
These circumstances will sufficiently il- 
lustrate the propriety of applying words, 
'^as it is appointed unto the men once to 
dieV to the high priests, in their annual 
sacrifices for their own sins, and the sins 
of the whole congregation. 

The inquiry may now be introduced, 
what judgment followed the figurative 
death of the hitrh priest, af)er he had thus 
offered "the blood of others" as a sin 
offering unto God? From the preceding 
remarks and extracts from the law, as 
well as from the language of the apostle, 
already largely quoted, the inference ap- 
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pears plain, that when the sin offering 
had been offered under the law, accord- 
ing to its requirements, there was '^ a 
judgment" of acceptance for that year; 
and this judgment was announced 
to the people, who waited without the 
tabernacle, by the sound of the bells on 
the hem of the high priest^s robe, as he 
came out from '^ the holy place" to bless 
them; and by the appearing of the glory 
of the Lord unto the people. Lev. x: 2d« 
By this judgement, the whole congrega-* 
tion of Israel was accounted righteoua 
before God; and justified by him, for 
that year. But had not these sacrifices 
been accepted, the judgment following 
them would undoubtedly have been one 
of condemnation; and not of acceptance, 
or justification. The remarks of the 
learned Cruden, relative to the expiatory 
9acrifices, or ain offerings under the law, 
are appropriate to this subject. ^'These 
offerings signified," says he, ^' that man 
is a sinner, and therefore obnoxious to 
the just indignation and extreme displea- 
sure, of the holy and righteous God; and 
that God was to be propitiated, and that 
he might pardon him: that God would 
not forgive sin without the atonement of 
justice, which required the death of the 
offender; but it being tempered with 
mercy, accepted a sacrifice in his stead." 
These yearly sacrifices mighty therefore, 
as already hinted, represent the death, not 
only of the high priest who offered them| 
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but also of the whole congregation of the 
people. 

That the representation continued in 
ver. 27, wa8 introduced to illustrate what 
follows in the next verse, is evident from 
the use of the corresponding conjunc- 
tions as and so by which the members of 
this compound sentence are connected. 
The meaning of the apostle's language 
appears plainly to be this: '^ As it is ap- 
pointed (in the law) unto the men once to 
to die, (in their annual sin offerings) so 
Christ was once offered (by the divine 
appointment) to bear the sins of many," 
or, " to bear away the sins of all;" and, 
as *' after this a judgement," ( which 
has already been shown to be a judge- 
ment of acceptance, or justification) so 
Christ "will appear a second time, with- 
out a sin offering, (as the high priest, af- 
ter sacrifice, appeared without his sin 
offering, to bless the people) to them that 
are waiting for him, unto salvation." 

It only remains to notice the coming, or 
apptaring of Christ, a second time, men- 
tioned in the passage. 

The opinion of eminent commentators, 
that, at the time the apostles wrote, there 
were four different comings of ChHst 
predicted, which were then future, has 
already been noticed. His coming in the* 
flesh will be acknowledged by all to be 
h\s first comifigy or appearing in the world. 
The commentators to whom I referred in 
my preliminary observations, viz: Dr. 
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Mackniglity Dr. Warburton, Bishop 
Newton, Br. A Clarke, and, in fact, most 
others who have been writing on this 
subject, are unanimous in the opinion, 
that what is strictly termed the second 
coming of Christ, or his appearing after 
the apostle wrote, is to be understood as 
a figurative coming; (i. e. by his spirit, 
or power) and that this took place at the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the abolition 
of the Jewish dispensation, and the estab<^ 
lishment of the kingdom of heaven in 
the earth. If this opinion be correct, 
(which 1. think few will dispute,) .the 
words second /tme, which, as already ob-. 
served, occur in no other passage in the 
New Testament in relation to this sub^ 
ject, are amply sufficient to fix the peri- 
od for the accomplishment of this pre- 
diction beyond a rational doubt. 

But there are other considerations 
which appear to justify the above conclu- 
sion. The apostle was addressing a 
people who had long depended on sacri- 
fices, and ofiferings for sin, to avert the 
displeasure of God, secure his favor, and 
save themselves from impending dangers. 
Many instances are recorded of this peo- 
ple, in which, when they were nearly 
overcome by their enemies, and their de- 
struction appeared inevitable, impending 
judgments were turned away from them, 
by their repentance, and sacrifices ofifer- 
ed in sincerity, according to their law. 
It was therefore natural to suppose, that 
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wben Jerusalem should be compassed 
round by the Roman legions, and when 
no human power could rescue them from 
desti;uction, these people would look to 
their sacrifices and burnt ofierings as 
their only means of deliverance. But 
the apostle, in his faithfulness, and zeal 
for his countrymen, wished to convince 
them of their error; and of the insuffi- 
ciency of such means to deliver them 
from impending destruction. Hence he 
teaches them that those who should re- 
gard the instructions, warnmgs, and ad- 
monitions of Jesus, and should conse- 
quently be waiting for him at his coming, 
should, without any sin offerings, be 
saved from those dreadful calamities, 
and that total destruction which awaited 
their unbelieving and hardened country- 
men. And this salvation, as has already 
been shown, they did obtain; not through 
the efficacy of sin oflerings according to 
law, but by a timely flight, iu obedience 
to the instructions of Jesus, to a place of 
safety. 

It may, however, be contended that 
the appearing of Christ mentioned iq 
this passage, should be referred to the 
elose of time, when he shall come to raise 
the dead, deliver his people from the bon-* 
dnge of sin and corruption, and confer on 
them eternal salvation and unfading g|o. 
ry in an immortal state of being. This 
opinion may be admitted, and still the 
passaga will afford no support to the doc- 
trine of a judgment, in the popular sense 
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of thai term, which shall take place at 
that time. Drs. Doddridge, Macknight, 
A. Clarke, and others, who refer this 
coming to the close of time, suppose 
that Christ's appearing a 9econdUimt 
has an allusion to the return of the high 
priest from the inner tabernacle. Admit- 
ting this supposition correct, we cannot 
fail of discovering that the comparison in* 
troduced by the apostle is altogether in* 
applicable to the idea of a judgraeat, pop- 
ularly so called, at the time of his appear- 
ing. When the high priest came out from 
the most holy place, aAer having offered 
the yearly sacrifice for sin, he did not 
bless a part of the people, and curse the 
remainder; but he blessed the whole of 
the congregation, without excefHion. — 
What authority have wo then, from this 
passage, to sny that Christ, when he shall 
come, will bloss with eternal life, and the 
joys of heaven, one portion of those he 
shall raise from the dead, and inflict un- 
ending torments on all others? In which- 
ever way, therefore, we apply the ex- 
pression relative to the appearing of 
Christ, it affords not the least support to 
the doctrine of a judgment afler the death 
of the body for the sins committed in this 
life. I repeat, it is not my intention to 
discuss the question relative .to a judg- 
ment, in the popular sense of that term, 
in a future and immortal state of exist- 
ence; but this doctrine, if true, must rest 
for its support on other testimony than the 
passage i have now considered. 
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In the present mimber I shall notice 
the several passages which occur in the 
Apocalypse in relatian to the subject em- 
braced in these essays; and were it not 
for a very generally prevailing impres- 
sion that the book of Revelation closed 
the inspired writings, and that it contains 
predictions which are not to be accom- 
plished until all other prophecies in the 
scriptures shall have been i'uliillad, a few 
remarks and comparisons of these pas- 
sages with other declarations of the in- 
spired writers, would be amply sufficient 
to set them in. what I conceive to be their 
true light. 

Yariou9 were the opinions prevailing 
among the ancient fathers, relative to the 
author, as well^s to the genuineness and 
authority of this book; some, who re- 
ceived it as canonical, ascribed it to John 
the evangelist, and apostle of our Lord; 
others ascribed it to John the Presbyter; 
and others to Corinthas, a Jewish Gnos- 
tic, who is said to have been a most vio- 
lent opposer of John the apostle; while 
many rejected it altogether, not knowing 
to whom it sbovld be described. 

Nor has there been much less diversity 
of opinion, in all ages of the church, in 
relation to the time when it was written. 
A rotsjority, perhaps, of commentators 
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and anciehit authors, suppose that John 
was bajliished to the island of Patmos un-> 
der the reign of the Roman emperor 
Dornitian, which would fix the date 
between the years 81 and 96; and it 
is generally supposed, by these writers, 
that the true date is abont 65 or 96. Oth- 
er writers, however, and those of the 
most respectable authority, fix -the date 
previous to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Epiphanius says, that John was bauished 
to I^otmos, by Claudius Caesar. This 
would bring back the date to between A. 
D. 41 and 54. This opinion, however, 
appears improbable; as it is not likely 
the churches addressed by the Revelator 
were all of them in existence at so early 
a period. Others contend that it was 
written during the reign of Vespasian^ 
which commenced A. D, 69, and ended 
in 70. The inscription to this book ia 
the Syrian Version^ published by DeDieto^ 
1627, and afterwards in the London Poly- 
glott, is the following: — *'The Revelation 
which God made to John the evangelist, 
in the island of Potmos, to which he was 
banished by ^ero Cossar,^^ This places 
it previous to the year 68, at which time 
the reign of Galba commenced. That 
this was the true time of John's banish- 
ment, and consequently, that the visions 
recorded in this book are to be ascribed 
to this period, is contended by many 
leained and eminent writers; among 
HenUnius, Harduin, Crroiiua^ Lighlfoot^ 
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ZighifootyHammondy Sir Isaac JV^eiofofiy 
Bishop jyewtonf Dt,A. Clarkey and others^ 

It must be obvious to all, that, in the 
interpretation of the predictions con- 
tained in this book, much depends on the 
time when it was written. As it contains 
many undoubted allusions to political, as 
well as religious revolutions of states 
and empires; it is important that we should 
be able to understand what revolutions of 
these kinds had already takea place, and 
what were to be accomplished at a period 
subsequent to this time. It will not, 
therefore, be deemed improper, in con- 
ducting the present inquiry, to take into 
consideration the internal evidences of 
the book itself; and to notice its referen- 
ces to the then existing state of things in 
the world. 

In addition to the high authority of 
those distinguished writers, who nave 
contended that the Apocalypse was writ-^ 
ten previous to the final overthrow of the 
Jewish state, and the abolition of the 
legal dispensation, it appears to me that 
this book contains several express and di- 
rect references to the city of Jerusulem 
and the temple; the propriety of which I 
am unable to discover, on the supposition 
that this city was not then in existence. 
In chap, xi: 1,S, we find the following 
language: ^' And there was given me a 
reed like unto a rod ; and the angel stood, 
saying, rise, and measure the temple of 
God, and the altar, and them that worship 
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therein- But the court which 10 withoat 
the temple, leave out, and measure it not; 
for it is given unto the Gentiles; and the 
holy city shall they tread under foot forty 
and two months." The above passage 
contains evident allusions, botli to the 
city and temple; and also, a prediction of 
the approaching desolation of the city. 
The court, which was '^ without the tem- 
ple," was,unquestionab]y,what was called 
the coufi of the Gentiles , and was pectiliar 
to the temple at Jerusalem; consequently, 
tl^e allusion to the temple is direct and 
obvious. No argument can be necessary 
to show, that, by the phrase *^holy city" 
Jerusalem was intended ; but, if any 
doubts can remain, they must be removed 
by the words of our Saviour, Luke xxi : 
24. ^^And Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled." What other 
inference, then, can we draw from the 
language of the Revelator, but that at the 
time he wrote, Jerusalem and its temple 
were in existence ? and that the city was 
not yet "trodden down of the Gentiles"? 
At ver. 14, of this chapter it is said,' — 
'^And their dead bodies shall lie in the 
street of the great city, which spiritually 
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also 
our Lord was crucified." Here it may 
be observed, are two circumstances 
mentioned, which were literally applica- 
ble to Jerusalem, but to no other city. 
1. It was declared that their dead bodies 
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should lie in the streets of this eitf. 
That this prediction was literally fulfilled, 
in relation to Jerusalem and its wretched 
inhabitants, has been already shown. 
2. It is expressly declared that the city^ 
, whose inhabitants should thus suffer, was 
'^where also our Lord was crucified." 
In chap, xiv: 15, there is another evident 
allusion to the temple at Jerusalem, in 
contradistinction from the ^'temple which 
is in heaven," mentioned ver. 17. The 
whole of the chap, xviii, apparently refers 
to Jerusalem, with far more propriety 
than to any other city or kingdom. My 
limits will permit me to notice but a very 
small part. Verses 4, 5, "And I heard 
another voice from heaven, saying, come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath 
remembered her iniquities." This ad- 
monition corresponds with the , Warnings 
of our Saviour to his disciple's, and hla 
instructions to enable them to escape 
from impending danger. Ver. 8. 
'^Therefore shall her plagues come in 
one day ; death, and mourning, and 
famine ; and she shall be utterly burned 
with fire; for strong is the Lofd God 
who judgeth her." The remarks of Dr. 
A. Clarke on this verse are so appropri- 
ate, that I need make no apology for in- 
serting them in this placd. \Thtvifw% 
gliall her plagues come.'\ Death, by th« 
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B^ord of her adversaries ; mournings on 
account of the slaughter, and Jamincy 
the fruits of the field being destroyed by 
the hostile bands. Utterly burned with fire. 
Of what city is this spoken? Home 
pagan has never been thus treated ; 
Aierric and Totilas burnt only some parts 
with fire. Rome papal has not been 
thus treated ; but this is true df Jerusa- 
lem, and yet Jerusalem is not generally 
thought to be intended." Again^ ver. 
^. ^^And in her was found the bloo dof 
prophets, and of saints, and of all that 
were slain upon the earth." To what 
city will this language so properly apply 
as to Jerusalem? It forcibly brings to 
mind the words of Christ,, addressed to 
its devoted inhabitants :~^^'0 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which art sent ' unto 
thee, "&c. Alluding also to the murder 
of prophets in .this city he says, — " for it 
cannot be that a prophet perish out of 
Jerusalem." Well might the Saviour de* 
Glare unto them, that upon them should 
*' come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth." I might multiply quotations, 
evidently alluding to this city and the 
temple, but the above are deemed suffi- 
cient. And I would now ask, in viewlof 
this language, have we not sufficient tn- 
Umal evidence, in the book itself, to sat- 
isfy us that it was written whiie Jerusa- 
lem and her temple were yet standing ? 
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To this view of the subject it may per* 
haps be objected, that at the time thiv 
book was written, heresies prevailed—- 
apostacies from the faith of the jgospel had 
taken place — many had fallen away from 
their first love, and most of the churches 
addressed were accused of some depart- 
ure from the gospel faith or practice; and 
that this was too early a period of time 
for such charges to be brought against 
them. To this it may be answered, that 
even at an earlier period, similar accusa- 
tions were brought against other church- 
es. In Paul's first epistle to the Corin- 
thians, which is supposed to have been 
written, A. D. 59, he accuses them fre- 
quently of envyings, strifes, contentions, 
and heresies. In his epistle to the Gala- 
tians, written still earlier, by one year, 
the apostle marvels that his brethren 
should have so soon removed to another 
gospel, and declares that there were 
then some among them who troubled 
them, and ^ 'would pervert the gospel of 
Christ." It is probable, as all the church- 
es addressed by the Revelator were in 
the immediate vicinity of Ephesus, that 
they were planted by St. Paul during his 
two years residence at that city, from A. 
D. 56, to 58 ; at which time St. Luke 
tells us, Acts, xix. 10, *' all they which 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks ;" so that 
a period often years must have elapsed 
from the time of their formation, to the 
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time they were addressed by John ; and 
experience, as well as history, teaches us 
that a church may become lukewarm^and 
even apostatize from the true faith in less 
time than tenjears. 

Nor have the opinions of commenta- 
tors, been less various in relation to the 
application of the predictions contained 
in this book. Almost every one who has 
undertaken to write upon it at large, has 
marked out for himself a new, an untrod- 
den path , and hence we find almost as 
many hypotheses as commentators. A- 
mong the various applications which have 
been made of these predictions, I can 
mention only the following : — 

1. The Apocalypse contains a pro- 
phetical description of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, of t^e Jewish war, ^nd the 
civil wars of the Romans. 

2. It contains predictions of the per- 
secutions of the Christians under the 
heathen emperors of Rome, and of the 
happy days of the Church under the 
Christian emperors, from Constantine 
downwards. 

3. It contains prophecies of the tyran- 
nical and oppressive conduct of the Ro- 
man pontiffs, the true antichrist, and for* 
tells the destruction of popery. 

4. It is a prophetic declaration of the 
schism and heresies of Martin Luther, 
those called reformers, and their success- 
ors; and the final destruction of the Prot- 
estant religion. 
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5. A considerable portion of it relates 
to the introduction and establishment of 
Mahometanism in the world, and its final 
overthrow by the subversion of the Turk- 
ish empire ; and it is supposed the num- 

^ ber of the beast, 666, plainly points out 
Mahomet, as the Greek letters cdmpos- 

. ing Ws name signify preciselv that n«m- 

It \s not ray design, neither will my 
limits permit me to enter into an investi- 
gation of the merits of these different hy- 
potheses. My only object in alluding to 
them was merely to show the difficulty of 
giving a satisfactory explanation of the 
highly figurative language of this book. 

The first opinion mentioned above, is 
adopted by the learned professor Weta^ 
tein. He thinks the b«ok was written 
previous to the destruction of Jerusalem 
and that the principal events predicted in 
it took place in tha space of about three 
years and a half. He thinks, as the e- 
vents which took place during that peri- 
od were the greatest that ever happened 
since the foundation of the world, and as 
the affairs of the Church were intimately 
connected with them, they were worthy 
of the Divine notice, and of a special rev- 
elation ; while every other method of in- 
terpretation, founded on the hypothesis 
that the book was written after the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, is utterly desti- 
tute of certainty, and leaves every com- 
mentator to the luxuriance of his own 
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&iley. This opinion certainly appears 
to derive authority from the book itself; 
not only in relation to the date, as the 
passages I have already cited fully show, 
but also as to the application of the pre- 
dictions contained in it. In the introduce 
tion to this book, contained in the first 
thr^e verses,we have the following worda 

** The Revelation of Jesus Christ^f 

which God gave unto him^ to shew untu 
his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass," ver. 1. And again, ver. S« 
'^ Blessed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and 
keep those things which are writteix 
therein ; for the time is at hand." In th& 
last chapter, ver. 10, the Revelator is di-v 
reeted to ^' seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this, book, for the time is at 
hand." From these and other similar 
expressions, we cannot but infer that th» 
principal predictions of this book, were 
soon to have their accomplishment. Nor 
lirill the expression, chap. i. 19, '^ write 
the things which thou hast seen, and the 
things which are, and the things which 
shall be hereafter," militate in the least 
against this application ; as the term 
hereafter is extremely vague in its signi- 
fication, and may denote time near at hand 
as well as more remote. 

The above remarks were considered 
necessary as an introduction to the sev- 
eral passages contained in this book re- 
lating to the coming, or appearing of 
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Christ ; and the passages may now be 
introduced, and will require but very few 
additional remarks. 

The first passage which occurs^is chap, 
i. 7, " Behold he cometh with clouds ; 
and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him; and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him." 
'On this passage Dr. A. Clarke observes, 
^^ Behold he cometh ioith clouds. This re- 
lates to his coming to execute judgment 
on the enemies of his religion : perhaps 
to his coming to destroy Jerusalem, as he 
was to be particularly manifested to them 
that pierced him ; which must mean the 
incredulous and rebellious Jews. And 
all kindreds of the earth. {Pasai ai phulai 
Us ges) all the t^^ibes of the land. By this 
the Jewish people are most evidently in- 
tended ; and therefore the whole verse 
may be understood as predicting the de- 
struction of the Jews ; and is presump- 
tive proof that the Apocalypse was written 
before the final overthrow of the Jewish 
state." Compare this passage with Mat. 
xxiv. 30, and connexion, where our Lord 
expressly declares his ^' coming in the 
clounds of heaven with power and great 
glory," when '^all the tribes of the earth" 
should mourn, should take place during 
that generation on the earth. 

In the second and third chapters, which 
are addressed to the seven churches in 
Asia, there tire several passages which 
relate to our Lord's coming to some of 
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those churches. Chap. 11:5. ^< Remem- 
ber therefore from whence thou art fal- 
len, and repent, and do thy first works ; 
or else I will come unto thee quicklj^and 
will remove thy candlestick out of hi» 
place,e2cept thou repent." ver. 16, "Re- 
pent j or else I will come unto thee quick-" 
ly, and will fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth." ver. !25. '^ But that 
which ye have already, hold fast till I 
come." Chap, iii: 3. '^ If therefore thou 
shah not watch, I will come on thee as a 
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour 
i will come upon thee." ver. ii. " Behold 
I come quickly ; hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown. '^ 
ver. 20, "Behold, I stand at the dooT and 
knock ; if any man hear my voice, and 
openeth the door, I will come in to him^ 
and will sup with him, and he with me.'^ 
No observations can be necessary to 
show, that none of these passages can 
possibly relate to any coming ofthe Lord, 
in judgment, which is yet future. 

Chap, vi: 12, 17. And I beheld when 
he had opei^ed the sixth seal, and lo, 
there was a great earthquake ; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair,and 
the moon became as blood ; and the stars 
of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig- 
tree casteth her untimely figs, when she 
is shaken of a mighty wind, and the heav- 
ens departed as a scroll when it is rolled 
together ; and every mountain and isl- 
and were moved out of their places. And 
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the kings of the earth, and the great mett^ 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, 
and every freeman, hid theirselves in the 
dens and in the rocks of the monntains ; 
and said to the mountains and rocks, fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb , for the great day of 
his wrath is come ; and who shall be able / 
to stand?" Although in this passage 
there is no direct declaration of the com- 
ing of Christ, yet as an inference of this 
event is generally drawn from it, and as 
it is supposed to refer to the destruction 
of the material universe, and to what is 
usually termed the general judgment, I 
have thought proper to notice it. That 
it has no reference to such events must 
be obvious from the fact that the very 
next vision presented to the view of the 
Hevelator was in the earth, and that one 
more seal remained to be opened ; and 
also, that afterwards the seven trumpets, 
followed by judgments and woes, all re- 
lating to the earth, were yet to sound. 
Dr. Dodd, Bp. Newton, and others, refer 
the whole of this passage to the overthrow 
of Rome pagan ; and with them. Dr. A. 
Clarke agrees ; he however adds, " all 
these things may literally apply to the 
final destruction of Jerusalem, and to the 
revolution which took place in the Ro- 
man empire, under Constantino the 
Great." And I have already shown that 
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thi^ prediction relative to the people hid- 
ing themselves^and calling on the ^^moun- 
tains and rocks" to fall on them, &c. had 
its complete, and almost literal fulfilment 
at the seige and destruction of that devo- 
ted city ; thousands of whose inhabitants 
miserably perished in caverns of the 
earthy whither they fled to avoid the fury 
oftheir enemies. 

Chap, xvi: 15. ^^ Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watchetb^^ and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk nak- 
ed, and they see his shame." Thisthd 
Revelator heard after the sixth angel had 
poured out his vial of the wrath of God 
" upon the great river Euphrates." It . 
is supposed by some, that the iermBaby'- 
Ion is used in this book in reference to the 
city of Jerusalem ; and as Babylon was 
situated on this river, and its inhabitants 
were snpplied from it with water, it is 
concluded that the drying up of the water 
of the river represents the cutting off of 
all resources from Jerusalem. Others 
suppose Baylon represents Rome pagau^ 
and others Rome papal^ and think that 
the fiver Tiber, on which Rome was sit- 
uated, is intended by the '^ great river 
Euphrates," into which the vial was 
poured. Whichever opinion we adopt, 
it is apparent that the Revelator was pre- 
dicting some important political event, 
connected with the extension and estab- 
lishment of the gospel kingdom in the 
earth, which event was soon to take place. 
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In the last chapter there ar^e three pas- 
sages in \i^hich the coming of Christ is di- 
rectly mentioned. The first is at ver. 7. 
^^Behold; I come quickly ; blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book." This expression so near- 
ly resembles the one in Chap. 1. <3, that 
no further remarks are necessary. At ver. 
12y it is said, '^And behold,T come quick- 
ly ; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall 
be." This language is so plain, that, 
were it not for the prevailing opinion a- 
mong Christians, that the coming of 
Christ, to reward and punish all Tnen- ac- 
cording to their works, is an event yet 
futiire, I should paSs it by without a sin- 
gle remark. On every other subject but 
religion, men are disposed to reason cor- 
rectly ; but so strongly has the opinion 
above mentioned become riveted in the 
minds of most people, the expression 
quickly, is construed to signify a period 
which Svas not to arrive under thousands 
of years to come. But it is only neces- 
sary to compare this passage with Mat. 
xvi: 27, 28, to satisfy any unprejudiced 
mind that both passages relate to one and 
the same event ; an event then near at 
hand. '^ For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, with his an- 
gels ; and then he shall reward every 
man according to his works. Verily I 
say unto you there be some standing 
here, which shall not taste death, till 
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ihejse0 the Son of man coming in hi9 
kingdom." The only remaining passage^ 
and one which cannot he misunderstood^ 
is in ver. ^0. ^' He which testifieth these 
things saith, aurely I come quickly ; A-* 
men. £ven so, come, Lord Jesus." 

I hare now noticed every passage in 
the Mew Testament, in which the coming 
of our Lord is mentioned in connexion 
with judgment or punishment consequent 
on that event; and. also, all the passages 
relative to his coming, disconnected with 
a personal appearing, and the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. If f have arrived at cor- 
rect qonclusions in regard to the proper 
application of the several passages which 
have heen considered, it must be obvious 
that the common, and long established 
sentiment of a general judgment, con- 
nected with the . coming, or appearing of 
the Lord, is unfounded in the scriptures 
of truth; and if not founded on scripture 
testimony, it cannot be sustained. If I 
am wrong in any of my conclusions, or if 
I have misapplied any scripture lang- 
uage, I shall feel truly grateful to any 
one who will point out my errors. It now 
onlj remains to notice those passages' 
which teach the resurrection of the dead, 
in connexion with Christ's coming ; and 
these will be noticed in my next, and 
probably last essay . , 
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i:SSAT««..NO« XII« 



It is the opinion of all commentators^ 
that a personal appearing of our Saviour 
is predicted in the writings of the apos- 
tles; and this opinion appears to be fully 
authorized by the language of these in- 
spired penmen. It is likewise, I believe, 
generally, if not universally admitted, 
that, in some of these passages, the doc- 
trine of the resurrection is also taught 
I shall, therefore, in the present essay, 
consider the remaining passages in the 
New Testament in which the coming of 
our Lord is mentioned; and in which the 
resurrection of the dead is predicted in 
connexioM with this event. 

The first passnge which occurs, and 
which I shall notice, is John ^iv: 3. — 
" And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also." Although this passage, 
separately considered, does not clearly 
teach, either a literal coming of Christ, 
or the resurrection of the dead, yet, when 
examined in connexion with other passa- 
ges, an inference of these events seems 
plainly deducible from it. In the latter 
clause of the preceding verse, our Sa- 
viour tells his disciples, ^' I go tp prepare 
a place for you," evidently alluding to his 
approaching literal separation from them 
by death. When, therefore, he tells 
them, that, when he shall come again, 
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and receive them to himself, '^ where I 
am, there ye shall be also," the most nat- 
ural inference from these words appears 
to be, that they should be literally with 
him, which was not the fact at the time of 
his coming in his kingdom, and in his 
glory, already considered. " Ye have 
heard how I said unto you, I go away, 
and come again unto you," ver. 28, is an 
expression somewhat similar to the above, 
and requires no additional remarks. 

Acts i: 10, 11 — "And while they 
looked steadfastly towards heaven as 
he went up, behold, two men stood by 
them in white apparel; which also said, 
ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven." As the ascent of Christ 
into heaven, mentioned in this passage, 
and ver. 9, was a personal and literal as- 
cending from the earth, so, if he shall 
^^ come in like manner," his coming must 
also be personal and literal. We may 
now notice the passages, in the writings 
of the apostle, which treat of this per- 
sonal coming; and which also teach the 
resurrection of the dead. 

Phil, iii: 20,21 — *' For our conversa- 
tion (politewnay citizenship, community, 
or civil rights) is in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ; who shall change our vile 
bodv, that it mav be fashioned like unto 
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his glorious body, according to the work' 
tag whereby he is able even to subdue alt 
things unto himself." 1. Thess. iv: IS- 
IS. ^^But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren^ concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow ' not, 
even as others which have no hope. For 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. For 
this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive, and re- 
main unto the coining of the Lord, shall 
not prevent {anticipate, or go before) 
them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first; then we 
whiph are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the 
clouds^ to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so shall, we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore, comfort one another with 
these words." On the foregoing quota- 
tions the following observations are sub- 
mitted. 

1. These passages, viewed in con- 
nexion with John, xiv: 3, and Acts, i: 10 
— 11, above cited, teach, that, at the 
time the Apostle wrote, our Lord was in 
heaven; and this fact is expressly de- 
clared by the same writer, Heb. ix: 24. 
"For Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the 



1G2 



figures of the true ; but into heaven it- 
self, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us." Christ was exalted "to be 
a Prince and a Saviour;" he is "set 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God;" he ha^ "9btained eternal re- 
demption for us;" he has returned to his 
Father, and is seated on the mediatorial 
throne, where he will remain until the 
great work of reconciling the world to 
God is accomplished. Hence Peter 
says, Acts, iii: 20, 21, "And he shall 
send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you; whom the heaven 
must receive, until the times of restitu- 
tion of all things, which God hath spoken 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, 
since the world began." Similar to the 
foregoing is the language of Paul, 1. 
Cor. xv:25 — ^26, — 'Tor he must reign 
till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy that shall be des- 
troyed is death." 

2. We learn from these testimonies, 
that the Saviour, when the object of his 
mediatorial reign shall be accomplished, 
shall again come down from heaveUj and 
appear personally on the earth. In the 

Sassages before considered, especially 
latt. zxv: 31 — 46, he is represented as 
sitting '^on the throne of his glory," and 
commencing his reign, government, or 
kingdom in the earth at the time of his 
coming; but in those now under con- 
sideration, there is no such representa- 
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tioD. In the former^ he is represented as 
rewarding every man according to his 
works, and taking vengeance on such as 
were disobedient; in the latter, there is 
no intimation of punishment, or judge- 
ment in the popular sense of the term; 
and this manifest difference in the lan- 
guage of the inspired writers leads us to 
conclude that different comings of Christ 
are predicted in the two classes of pas- 
sages. ' 

3. In connexion with the personal 
coming, or descending of our* Lord from 
heaven, the resurrection of the dead is 
expressly and plainly taught in these 
passages. To the Phillippians the Apos- 
tle says that Christ ^* shall change our 
Tile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is Me even to sub- 
due all things unto himself." In his res- 
rurrection from the dead, Jesus became 
'^ the first fruits of them that slept ;" and 
his condition, when raised from the grave, 
is set forth in the scriptures as a pat- 
tern, or representation of the ultimate; 
condition of all those of whom he was 
the first fruits. Hence the Apostle says^ 
I John, iii : 2, " but we know that, whea 
he shaJl appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is ;'* and tha^^ 
this change is to be effected by the resr, 
urrection we learn from 1 Cor. xv : 51-~ 
52. '* Behold I show you a mystery ; we 
shall ^ot all sl^p, but we shall all be 
10 
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«h|Aged, in a moment^ ia the twinkling of 
mi eye, at the last trump ; for the trum- 
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised ii^corruptible, and we shall be 
cbange4»" To the Thessalonians he says, 
(a/3 the passage is rendered by Wake- 
field,) **For, if we are persuaded that 
Jesus died and came to life again, then 
must God, through Jesus, bring with 
bim them also, that are asleep/' By 
the term ctskep, there can be no doubt 
but the Apostle refers to those who were 
literally dead ; and this is the sense 
vl4ch is frequently attached to this word 
in the scriptures, espepially I Cor* xv : 
18. "Then thev also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished; i. e- "if 
the dead rise not/' It was the condition 
of such as were literally dead of which 
he would not have his brethren to remain 
in ignorance. He did not wish them, to 
believe, like their unconyerted countrymen^ 
that deatb waa 

^* OiM long, «temal, unawafcened sleep ;" 

and hence he labors to convince them, 
that, as Christ had died and risen again, 
so they, and also their departed friends, 
wben the Lord should descend from 
hearen, should be raised from the sleep of 
death, and arise together to be forever 
with their risen Lord. That Paul did 
not believe in the resurrection of a part 
of mankind, to immortality and unfa- 
dJi^g glory, to the exclusion of the rest, 

■ -it * ... J ' ' » 
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is abundantly evident from his own Ian- 
guage. 1 Cor. x? : 22, — " For as in Ad- 
am all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive." It is readily acknow- 
ledged on all hands, that the word aU, 
when applied to those who die in Adam, 
signifies the whole human family, with- 
out any exceptions; consequently there 
can be no doubt but the same word, when 
applied to those who shall be made alive 
in Christ, is equally extensive in its 
(Signification ; for if, in one member Of 
the sentence, it comprehends the whole, 
it must even so in the other. Neither can 
there be a reasonable doubt but that 
they were to be made alive in, or by the 
resurrection from the dead. In his de- 
fence against the charge of heresy, made 
before Felix, the universality of the res- 
urrection is also plainly declared by the 
Apostle. Acts xxiv : 15, — " And hav6 
hope towards God, which they them- 
selves also allow, that there shall be d 
resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and the unjust." Although the Pharw 
isees, who were PauPs accusers, allowed 
the doctrine of the " resurrection of th6 
dead," yet they believed none wooM 
be raised but the descendants of Abra- 
ham, as they considered them the only 
just people on the earth. In opp69i* 
tion to this particular opinion, the Apod* 
tie declared there should be a resurrec* 
tion of all men, both just and unfust, 
Jews and Gentiles ; the words just and 
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w^st being obiriously used in the sense 
attached to thorn by the Pharisees. 

4. The doctrine of the resurrection, 
as taught by the Apostle in these passa- 
ges, is a comforting doctrine; he there- 
fore directs his Thessalonian brethren to 
''comfort one another with these words." 
The church at Thessalonica, ahhough 
comprising a few Jewish converts, was 
composed principally of proselytes from 
among the heathen ; and these, previous 
to their conversion to Christianity, be- 
lieved death to be an endless sleep, or 
total extinction of being. Hence their 
grief, on the death of their friends and 
near relatives, was immoderate; it knew 
no bounds, was entirely destitute of all 
hope, and admitted of no alleviation. — 
Such had been the condition of the be^ 
Ueving Thessalonians, previous to their 
burning " to God from idols, to serve the 
living and true God ;" and such was 
then the situation of many of their coun- 
trymen and friends. As the gospel of 
iphrist, to which they had recently been 
converted, brings ''life and immortali- 
ty, to light,", by teaching a resurrec- 
tion from the dead ; and as this doc- 
trine had been fully substantiated and 
illustrated by the resurrection of Jesus, 
the Apostle might well exhort his breth- 
ren to seek comfort and consolation in 
their afflictions from this only source of 
hope beyond the darkness and silence of 
the grave. But, is the doctrine of the 
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resarrection, ad embraced in the popular 
theology of the present day, a comforting 
doctrine? Would it ha?e been calcula- 
jted to impart comfort and hope, concern- 
ing their dead friends, to the Thes- 
fiaionian Christians? We have no rea- 
son to suppose that the departed friends 
of thone to Whom the Apostle wrote, and 
concerning whose condition he would not 
have them to remain ignorant, had, In 
their life time, been converted to 
Christianity; and if all such as die in 
unbelief, and in ignorance of the 
Saviour and his religion, must come 
forth from the sleep of death, with con* 
stitutions incorruptible and immortal, 
only to fit them for the endurance of 
endless burning, and interminable wrath 
in hell, could this doctrine impart any 
comfort or consolation to surviving 
reiatives antl friends ? Who would not 
infinitely prefer entire ignorance of 
futurity, or the belief that parents^ chil- 
dren, and cdknpanions should sleep in 
eternal oblivion, to the horrid thought 
that they must be raised to such an 
unspeakably awful fate ? And could it 
be considered an act of kindness, op 
ehristian charity in the Apostle to labor, 
as he did, to renrove the ignorance of his 
brethren? But no such sentiment ia 
taught, or even intimated in the slightest 
DMUiner, in the passages under considera* 
tioo; and these are the only passages in 
the JNew Testament, in which the resur- 



IM 



r6Cl\o0 of the ^ftd' k predicted io 0m^ 
nezioa with the coining . of Chrtet. We^ 
are now impelled to 4be inrquiryy i£^a! 
general judgement of all mankind ia to he 
the cpnsequenee of, and immediatel|" foln 
low the resurrection of the dead, bow 
caawea<^oant for the stlenoe ef the 
Apostle on the sahject* of .this judge* 
n^ent ? How are we to account for the. 
fact, that, in the only passages in whioK 
the coming or descending iof our Lord^ 
from heayen is connected with thei 
raiding of the dead, there is not the. 
slightest intimation y either o/" judgevieat, 
or punishment of any kind?: Was, Pauli 
igoorapt of the fact, thai Christ, wotdd: 
raise a portiofi of the. dead to judgement 
and unending wo ? Or, was he less faitli-. 
ful in declaring '^aU the counsel, of God*^. 
in relation to this greati and important, 
event than our tf\odern. divines? I^ 
those who are ahle furnish answers tA 
these questions. 

But lest it should he said that :an im-r 
proper application has beiBn made of 
these passages, and that they have r^^' 
ferenoe only to such as believe while ia 
this Hfe, we will notice the lai^guage of 
our Saviour himself,* and the further 
declarations of the Apostle, when speak<- 
iqg directly on the subject of the resur-* 
reotion of the dead. On a certain oc- 
casion the Sadducees, who denied the 
resurrection, for the purpose of cnsnav-^ 
ing Jesus, proposed to him a question 
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i>eiiiBei«iiii((ii W4>mtl) wiHi bfid^toe«ti <tlfi^ 
wifeofser^nbuBbundai^aod u^tsd him^ 
«aying>.^HhereforQ in the resurreetiooy. 
wbo0e wife shall rshe be of! the , eeveD;? . fi»r • 
•they all had he^ . . Jesus- answ'ered audi 
said qntothenn^yedp ^err, nol knowing 
the scriptureS) «or the .power , of . G4>d»« 
Eor in .the -riesufj^eotien thej neither- 
jRiarry, nor are given in laarriage, but ar«' 
AS the angels pf Crod in heaven. ''? ]VIatt;i; 
xxH? l^^-rSO.. That these words of. 
«<«brts.t were spolien tn refocenee to & 
iliteral resurrection of the dead, we infer, 
fr^m the Cia^ thalJtbe question fwhic^- 
ellQited jtbis «ni^wer related to those who, 
were ]iiecal4y dead; and.it. is worthy of' 
partieular observation that he makes no. 
dtstiiieticii. The conclusion is therO'V 
fore irresistible., thai all who. shall be;, 
raised from the dead will be ''^as:ihe»i 
angels of/ God in he&YfiB;'^ i.^e. p^ure^ 
spiritual hoty, and bulppy beingsyt >Ial 
f>erfe^ct ac€<M:dance with his conclusion is^ 
tbetestimony of the Apostle, 1 Cor. x^^^ 
From Ibis chapter we learn ihat:. Pftulf^ 
predicated the doctrine of an exisience, 
beyond the grave wholly on the doctviner, 
of th«. resurrection;' and further/ tha^ hd; 
predicated this latter doctrine entirely; 
on the fact that Christ had been rf^ised 
from the dead. Ailer laboring to eatab-^ 
lish the belief of the; resurrectioti in the* 
naods of his Corinthian brethren, Jtadf 
asserting that, "as in Adam all die,^ evsen/ 
so in Chrtsi shall all be nm4^ tiivfmf^ 
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lift«r declaring tbit Jdffus '^must reigtt 
tilt be hath put alt enemies under his feet/' 
and destroyed death, the last esemy^ and 
that| when all things shaU be mibdned to 
Christ, 'Uhen shall the Son also b^mself 
be subject unto him that put aU tbiags 
under him, that God may be all in aH,^' 
be treats more direct t^cif tile nat'ure and 
conseqtieAces of the resurrection; and 
after speaking of the different glories of 
Jtbe sun, moony and irtars^ be sayfty ^'So 
jilsoifl the resurrection of the dead. It 
is sown in corruption, it is raised' in in-^^ 
corruption: it is sown In dishonor^ it' itf* 
raised in glory: it is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power: it is sown a naturals 
body, it is raised % spiritual body.'**' 
Verses, 42—44. He further de<^laresv, 
ver. 53, that ^Hhis corruptible must pot on 
ineorruptioo, and this mortal must put on 
immortality." «In the four verses fol- 
lowing, he describes the glorious con- 
sequences of this obange wbieh will be 
effected by the resurrection from the 
dead, and says, ''So when this corruptiblo 
9haU baye^put on incot-ruptton, and this 
mortal shall ba?e put on immortality ;t 
then shall be brougbt to pass the saying 
that is written, death is swallowed up in 
lictory. Odealh, where is thy- sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? Tbe 
sting of death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law; but thanks be to Crod, 
which giveth us the victory, through oup 
Lovd J^Mis. Ofanst.'' Hore^ we bav^ a 
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]iY$ij descriptiou of the closing scene 
embraced in the glorious, plan of redeem- 
ing grace, unfolded in the everlasting 
gospel of Christ, *' the Saviour of the 
world/' This will be the final consum- 
mation of God's eternal purpose, '* that 
in the dispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him." Then, 
when all who die in Adam shall be raised 
from the long sleep of death, the " crea- 
tion itself also shall be* delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God." 
Then sin and death shall be forever des- 
troyed; tears shall be wiped from off 
all faces; sorrow^and sighing shall come 
to a perpetual end ; and a ransomed uni- 
verse unite in the deathless song of vie* 
tory over sin, death, and the grave, and 
of praise *' unto him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever." 

I have now completed my investigation 
of the important subject embraced in 
these essays; and I take this opportunity 
to express my regret that circumstances,, 
over which 1 could have no control, have 
so long retarded their completion, I 
also regret that the subject had not fall- 
en into the hands of some person, bet^ 
ter qualified than myself to do it that 
justice which its importance demands. 
A very few passages, in which. thertt ia 
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iume allusion to the coming Of our Lord, 
may possibly have been inadvertently pass- 
ed over, although I am not aware of 
the fact. Of this, however, I feel per- 
fectly confident, that not one passage 
in the New Testament, in which either 
judgment, punishment, or the resurreo 
tion of the dead is connected with this 
event, has been omitted, if the concltt<- 
sions at whi<^h I have arrived, in relation 
to the various passages of scripture ex- 
amined, are correct, it must be obvious 
that all the predictions of the coming 
Christ to judge, or punish any portion <^ 
mankind, have already had their com- 
plete fulfilment ; and that his only com- 
ing which, is yet future, is when he shall 
come, at the close of hii^ kingdom, or 
mediatorial reign, to raise the dead to a 
state of incorruption, immortality, and 
glory. It was not my design to discuss, 
in any manner, the doctrine of future 
limited punishment^ any farther than this 
doctrine is connected with the resurrec- 
tion of- the dead. Respecting punish- 
ment in what is termed the intermediatt 
state, I have nothing to say ; and for this 
plain reason, I am unable, from the scrips 
tures, to obtain any information of the 
condition of men in this intermediate 
state. But that man, when he shall be 
raised, incorruptible, immortal, and glo- 
rious, imd " equal unto the angels," can 
be a subject of punishment for the sins 
of any pt^etious state of being, I can 
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never admit, withoat more evidence than 
I have ever yet been able to discover 
in the volume of divine truth. If I have 
arrived at any conclusions which are in- 
correct ; or if I have misapplied any pas- 
sage or passages of scripture, I shall be 
grateful to any one who, in the spirit of 
Christian candor and charity, will point out 
my error. To discover " what is truth " 
has been my only object in these Essays ; 
and how far this object has been attained^ 
I leave my readers to judge. 
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